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Parallelism in the film “What time is it in your world?”
based on Gerard Genette's theory of anachronism
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Abstract

“What Time is it in Your World?”, a romantic-social feature film
produced in the early 1990s, marked the directorial debut of
documentary filmmaker Safi yazdanian. While the film has been
subject to numerous journalistic reviews, it has received relatively
little theoretical analysis. The film explores the concepts of value and

the centrality of time, as well as the duality of worlds, through various
visual and narrative techniques. Given the pivotal role of time in
cinematic narrative, this research employs Gérard Genette’s concept
of parallelism to systematically analyze a film. This paper seeks to
answer the following questions: What temporal distortions are
represented in the film and how do these distortions function in
relation to the film's narratives? This research aims to develop a
systematic model of temporal distortion, to demonstrate the
application of flashback and flashforward techniques, and to elucidate
the concept of parallelism within the film. The research indicates that
the filmmaker's final product is a film characterized by complete and
multifaceted temporal distortion. By combining various Anachronism
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techniques, the film exhibits distinct features that we term
"parallelism".

Keyword: What Time is it in Your World?”, Safi Yazdanian, Anachronism,
Gérard Genette, Flashback, Flashforward, Parallelism

1. Introduction

Time is a constituent element of narrative progression, gaining significance
and becoming apprehensible only within the framework of the narrative. The
primary concern of narrative chronology is the correspondence and
correlation between the story time and the narrative time. Narrative is
inherently concerned not with processes, but specifically with the breakdown
of processes—that is, with deviations from the probable or conventional
sequence of events. (Safi, 1395, p185). Nonlinear time refers to any
departure or disruption of linear time and any deviation of the narrative text
from the chronological order of events, a phenomenon often termed
"anachronism."

Of all narrative forms, cinematic narrative has the most intimate
relationship with time. Movement is the cornerstone of cinematic language,
and it is time that provides the stage for this movement. As narrative
structure can manipulate the viewer’s perception of time, cinema is
fundamentally a temporal art form. Safi Yazdanian's 2014 novel, What Time
Is It in Your World? exhibits narrative structures that have prompted us to
apply Gérard Genette's theory of anachronism in order to analyze the novel's
parallelism.

This research aims to systematically analyze Safi Yazdanian's film, What
Time Is It in Your World?, through the lens of Gérard Genette's theory of
anachronism. Specifically, this study seeks to achieve two objectives. The
first objective is to conduct a systematic analysis of the film. By examining
the components of anachronism, this study aims to develop a suitable model
that can be applied to this film and serve as a framework for analyzing other
narratives. The second objective is to identify the specific anachronic
structures present in the film and establish connections between these
structures within the proposed theoretical framework. This will contribute to
a novel understanding of the theory.
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Research Questions

1-What specific anachronic devices and systems are employed in the film?
2- How do the elements of anachronism contribute to the relationships
between the different narratives in the film?

3-By analyzing the anachronic elements in this film, what additional
components can be identified that are not explicitly addressed in Gérard
Genette's theory?

2. Literature Review

We seek to contribute to the field of narrative analysis by developing a
structuralist framework. We will apply this framework to examine this film
as a case study. A deductive approach is fundamental to narrative analysis,
commencing with the development of a hypothetical descriptive model. This
model then acts as a lens through which diverse narrative forms can be
examined, revealing both their adherence to and their departure from its
theoretical underpinnings. (Ragheb, 1392, p32). Structuralist narratology
was concerned with uncovering the underlying structural principles that
govern the construction of various narrative forms. (Ohadi, 1391, p65).
Additionally, Gérard Genette and other structuralists have extensively
explored the concept of non-linear sequences of interconnected events,
making it a central theme of this paper.

This study uses Gérard Genette’s theory of narrative time to examine the
technique of parallelism in a film, providing a methodical framework for
analysis. By abstracting and categorizing the anachronic elements, we aim to
develop a generalizable framework for analysis.

3. Methodology

This paper employs the French theorist Gérard Genette's concept of
anachronism to provide a systematic analysis of the film “What Time Is It in
Your World?." This research employs a descriptive-analytical approach with
a fundamental goal: to identify and categorize the components of
anachronism. This study is primarily theoretical, seeking to contribute to our
understanding of narrative structure. In terms of research design and
framework, this study falls within the realm of analysis and development.
The model testing phase, however, is classified as applied research. The data
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for this study are qualitative in nature and were collected and analyzed
through a review of relevant literature and archival documents.

4. Results

In this paper, we have moved beyond a purely structural analysis, going
beyond the mere extraction and categorization of sequences within the
theoretical framework. Rather than a mere descriptive analysis, this study
has sought to adopt an exploratory approach to infer novel and original
concepts. Consequently, as a result of proposing a new model for analyzing
narrative structure based on Gérard Genette's theory of anachrony, further
investigation revealed another significant finding. Through a more in-depth
analysis, we have identified a new concept that we term 'parallelism’. This
concept, which can be defined within the framework of narrative time, not
only contributes to a more nuanced analysis of this screenplay but can also
serve as a practical tool for analyzing other narratives.

The research findings indicate that the filmmaker has employed both a
realist approach, grounded in the naturalistic representation of images, and a
collage-like technique, dissecting the elements of the primary narrative. By
merging these two perspectives within a documentary framework, the
filmmaker has moved beyond descriptive storytelling. Through the
utilization of cinematic devices, the narrative structure of the film has been
orchestrated to organize the chain of events in the viewer's mind. Therefore,
through deliberate intervention in the selection and arrangement of events, as
well as the multiplicity of narratives, the filmmaker has crafted a creative
composition based on the viewer's mental perspectives and narrative
awareness. This has led to the revelation of the film's underlying enigma,
allowing the viewer's thoughts to delve into deeper layers of the narrative.
The narrative of 'What's the Time in Your World?' is characterized by a
temporal fluidity, constantly shifting between past, present, and future.
Despite the seemingly backward-looking nature of the text's overall
structure, a novel analysis of its time-shifting elements identifies a unique
temporal dimension that extends beyond the scope of Genette's theoretical
framework. While Genette has extensively explored temporal shifts
backward and forward in narrative, he has not adequately addressed the
concept of temporal parallelism, which refers to the simultaneous existence
of multiple, distinct temporal perspectives within a single narrative, often
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tied to different viewpoints or geographic locations. The film's narrative,
deeply rooted in themes of migration, employs flashbacks and flashforwards
as a technique of displacement and substitution, allowing for a complex
exploration of time and space. The film revitalizes both the past and the
future, presenting neither as static or devoid of meaning. The event serves as
a catalyst, unifying all narratives in a continuous pursuit of parallel dualities,
transcending temporal and linguistic boundaries. Safi Yazdanian, seemingly
cognizant of the inherent order governing time, has deliberately selected
multiple dualities to showcase diverse worlds within the romantic and social
genres, thus achieving the creation of parallel timelines within the film. To
this end, the film employs every narrative device to disrupt the dominant
narrative and unify the underlying dualities within the film's narratives.
Within a cohesive narrative framework, the fluidity of time is intertwined
with the representation of different worlds. As a result, we have identified
the coordinates of a novel component definable within the theory of
narrative time, which we have termed "parallelism.” This concept can serve
as a practical tool for analyzing other narratives, thereby contributing to the
expansion of narrative time theory.
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