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The Representation and analysis of Information
Structure in Ofool , A Play by Akbar Radi: An essay in
dramatic discourse

Reza Rezaei ™1, Ghazal Ghorbani?

Abstract

Information, structure as well as phonetic, syntactic, and semantic
construction, have been one of the subjects of attention among
linguists in recent years. Since information structure or, in other
words, the way of distributing syntactic structures in dramatic texts is
of great importance, the textual totality of the play ofool by Akbar
Radi is used as linguistic data and as evidence in the analysis of the
construction of information in sentences. To the knowledge of the
authors of this research, no research has been conducted on the
arrangement of sentence information in the dramatic genre; To this
end, Akbar Radi's play entitled ofool was chosen as the corpus of
research. The research method is descriptive-analytical. To analyze
the information structure of sentences, some phonetic, lexical, and
syntactic rules have been analyzed and summarized in this research.
The findings revealed that this play is not the case of exception and
encompasses all the advantages of this linguistic device. In their turn,
these devices can serve to demonstrate staging, characterization and
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other dramatic themes. These linguistic devices are also used to serve
the aesthetic aspects of the dramatic genre and create textual cohesion.
Keywords: information structure, Ofool, Akbar Radi, new/ old
information,

1.Introduction

Akbar Radi (1386-1318) is one of the most prominent contemporary
Iranian playwrights. For half a century of his writing activity, he
thought only of dramatic literature, and this is the characteristic that
distinguishes him from other playwrights of his time by presenting the
status of the social classes of his time.He always criticized the history
of his time and presented well in his works the historical and social
situations of his time. The play "ofool" was written in 1342 and
published in 1343 with the investment of "Torfa" group. On the other
hand, at the beginning it is necessary to understand the notion of
information and the distinction between the meaning of a part of
speech and the information transmitted in it. The meaning of the
sentence is fixed and a function of the linguistic expressions it
contains; However, the informative value of a part of speech depends
on the mental state of the participants in the speech. To put it more
clearly, information occurs when the speaker can have correct
assumptions about the mental state of his audience at any moment of
the speech. The speaker organizes his structures of parts of speech
based on these assumptions and the common knowledge between him
and his audience. As far as the authors know, no research has been
done in the field of creating information structure and distribution in
dramatic works, therefore, the necessity of research in this case
becomes clear. The purpose of this research is to answer the following
questions:

2.Research Question(s)
1. What is the method of distribution of new and old information in
the play ofool ?
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2. How is the construction of sentence information structured in the
overall discourse of the play ofool?

2. Literature Review

Many Iranian linguists have paid attention to the construction of
information and its use in various texts. For example, Rasekhmahand
(1383) examines the construction of information and syntactic
construction in the Persian language to prove a defined relationship
between those two constructions. In the sentences that we call
unmarked, the beginner has old information and the news has new
information, except that the sentence, be marked. (Halliday, 2002). In
marked sentences, due to syntactic scrambling or other reasons, the
beginning matches the new information and the news matches the old
information (Verschueren, 1999). Aghagolzadeh &Razavian (2005)
investigated the construction of sentence information in the story of
the blind owl. Based on the studies they conducted, they believe that
the separation of new information from old has certain rules. Also, by
presenting evidence from a Persian text, they showed that tools such
as phonetic, lexical, and syntactic tools of new information (emphasis)
can be recognized.

With a study on ancient and contemporary Persian texts, Debir
Moghadam& Kalantari (2014), examined interrogative sentences and
the movement of question words; except when they have the role of
contrastive focus (Dabir Moghaddam and Kalantari, 2014).

Among Western researchers and in the field of information
structure there is a rich background of studies, which dates back
mainly to the linguists of the Prague School and the years before the
Second World War (Brown and Yule, 1989: 15). The linguists of the
Prague School studied the informative (communicative) meaning of
the sentence by proposing the view of the role of the sentence. The
information structure in this school was divided into two parts: old
and new information. However, the linguists of the Prague School
used different technical terms and interpretations in the study of the
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information structure of the sentence, which can hardly be placed in a
unified theoretical framework. The only thing they all have in
common is that the construction of discourse is determined by the
specific application situation in which it appears.

Halliday believes that the speaker distinguishes information units
by pausing and emphasizing. By processing spoken language and
phonetic construction, he uses concepts such as tone groups (musical)
and main syllables (musical). Informational units in speech can be
recognized as melodious groups, and in each melodious group, there is
a main syllable that has the most prominent melody. Usually, the last
word in a rhyming group has more emphasis and the main syllable
(Brown and Yule, 1989). According to Halliday in unmarked
sentences, old information comes before new information (Halliday,
2002). Other linguists such as Givon (1984) Prince (1981), and
Enrique Vallduvi (1990)) have also studied the packaging of sentence
information.

3.Methodology

Within the theoretical framework of Lambrecht's information structure
approach (Lambrecht, 1994 & 1996), the authors studied the types of
information structure in the play genre, and in order to extract research
data, the play Ofool by Akbar Radi has been chosen for the
information structure analysis via descriptive-analytical research
method.

4. Results

The study of structure is one of the most practical issues in modern
linguistics.This approach help the reader better understand and know
the text as best as possible. The packaging of information in sentence
structure is divided into two parts; New information and old
information. Some linguists consider that the packaging of
information includes context and emphasis, which recall the same old
and new information dichotomy. In this research, the information
structure of sentences from the play "ofool™ by "Akbar Radi" was
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discussed and it was shown that the way of distribution of information
from sentences of this play is not homogeneous, but asymmetrical,
and phonetic, lexical, and syntactic tools such as emphasis, reference
and syntactic scrambling (short-distant, medium-range, and long-
distant) were used for its formulation. What can be obtained from the
analysis of the information structure of sentences in the dramatic
genre and discourse can lead to the fact that like other literary texts,
dramatic texts can be valuable data and figures for the reference and
effectiveness of theories in the field of syntax and discourse. The
result of the present research is to re-emphasize the interaction of form
and function at the heart of the literary text and dramatic discourse
that has a prominent presence. Finally, it should be mentioned that the
use of syntactic-discursive tools and the formulation of sentence
information play an important role in inducing the aesthetic meaning
of the work. On the other hand, by using a variety of tools to organize
the creation of information, the author can synchronize and align with
the audience's presuppositions, and also provide a platform for
defamiliarizing and metaphorizing his work being efficient in
characterization, staging, and creating textual coherence.
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6. tone Group

7. tonic syllables

8. V.Mathesius

9. functional sentence perspective
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12. informative information
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15. focus

16. aboutness
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20. marked

21. short distance scrambling
22. middle distance scrambling
23. scrambled

24. long distance scrambling
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