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Discourse Analysis of Fashion Advertisements: with the
Approach of Juri Lotman's symbolic Semiosphere (Case
Study: 3 works by Christian Dior)

Sedigheh Javanmard !, Nayer Tahoori "2, Habibolah Javanmard?

Abstract

Today, fashion brands present their designs with the help of myths in
order to attract the audience. With the aim of analyzing the discourse
of fashion and the question of how the discourse system of society is
affected by fashion, relying on Lutman's symbolic Semiosphere, it has
investigated three posters of the Dior brand. It is assumed that fashion
can influence the social system by using value structures and
challenging discourse. The results showed that fashion is a symbolic
Semiosphere that crosses other symbolic spheres at different times
through its borders, influences and presents itself. symbolic
Semiosphere with the same subjects find different cultural meanings
in different eras. Sometimes the concept of archeology and
mythology, and sometimes the meaning of entertainment or astrology,
and at other times they become a literary work, artistic, finally they
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are rooted from a specific concept or thought, but the pretexts of each
other They are counted and have different symbolic Semiosphere.

Keywords: Fashion discourse, Fashion advertising, Lotman's symbolic
Semiosphere, Dior.

1. Introduction

Fashion is one of the most important phenomena of the modern world
and represents the social, political, and religious conditions of any
society and is a symbolic activity that is based on two identity streams
of self-identity and self-other, in other words, fashion continues and
"I" is moving towards the other. (Shairi, 2018, p. 32)

2.Research Question(s)

Presenting the discourse analysis of fashion advertisements with
Lutman's symbolic Semiosphere approach with the aim of revealing
the importance and influence of national and global cultural spheres
on smaller spheres such as fashion and creating discourse in them as
well as the relationship between self and others. Question: How does
fashion change the relationship between oneself and others based on
Lutman's theory of interculturalism? Hypothesis: Fashion can create a
desirable "collective us" from the interaction between itself and
others.

3. Literature Review

Shairi considers fashion as a meaning-making process within a
discourse system that is related to rationalism on the one hand and
idealism on the other hand (Shairi, 2018). In the book "Culture and
Explosion"”, Lotman considers language as a modeling system to
achieve a value system and has analyzed artistic phenomena (Lotman,
2017). According to Lutman, " Semenenko! " focuses on mythological
texts, collective and small symbolic spheres and the relationship
between symbolic spheres and cultural memory (Semenenko, 2016).
In an article, Ameriko shows that the border is used as a source of
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renewal at the individual level and at the level of intercultural contacts
(Ameriko, 2017).

4. Methodology

Data collection has been done through library sources. Three
advertising posters of Dior, which are representations of mythological
discourses, have been examined and discourse analyzed according to
Lotman's symbolic semiosphere.

5. Results

First example: sleeping poison

Dior perfume in 2008, with symbols of snake, forbidden fruit and a
seductive woman reminiscent of Lilith?. The advertising image of the Dior
perfume is a symbolic semiosphere, which has received its meaning to
some extent from semiosphere Lilit. Dior's symbolic semiosphere border
has flexibly accepted Lilith's meaningful symbols. (Image 1).

Image 1. Seductive Dior perfume — 2008

Image source: instagram.com/dior

Dior reminds women that they need to revive their identity. Dior's
symbolic semiosphere with seductive female codes direct the
collective memory to the myth of Lilith (diagram 1) and create an
enchanted union by establishing a connection between the symbols of
these two spaces.
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Diagram 1. Sepehr Lilit and Dior semiosphere

Second example: We must be feminists

Grazia®' in 2017, taken from "Naklin*", called everyone to feminism.
(Image 2). The color black and white shows the discrimination
between the rights of men and women in the artistic community. Also,
Grazia showed that we all should be feminists even if we are a piece
of wood. (Image 3).

Picture 2. Grazia dress design on Jennifer Lawrence

Image source: instagram.com/dior
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image 3. Grazia dress design

WE
SHOULD
ALL BE
FEMINISTS

Image source: instagram.com/dior

The tension between the center and the periphery creates the ability to
create a new culture (Lotman, 1990, p. 235). Grazia's project is a
super-index with collective memory and Naklin's semiosphere as a
generative space of feminist thought, passing through the membrane
of Grazia's semiosphere and re-creating feminism. Feminism is the
pre-textual thinking of a literary text and a visual work that has
concepts such as the lack of women artists and fashion under its

semiosphere. (Chart 2).
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Chart 2. semiosphere feminism, Knocklin and Dior design

Third example: Tarot
Grazia in 2021 is inspired by Tarot® and influenced by superstitions
during the Corona era. Image 5 is inspired by the queen card®
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Picture 4. Queen's card, Visconti-Esfoza religious ceremonies

Image source: .vogue.co.uk

Picture 5. Grazia's design based on the Queen's card

Image source :www.vogue.co.uk

In chart 3, tarot has a mythological role, entertainment and divination.
In his design (picture 5), Grazia again considered the woman as the
archetype of mother and fertility, life-giving and tender, which is
presented in the form of fashion.

Diagram 3. Tarot art from entertainment, horoscope to Dior design
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Aleksey Semenenko(1988) Ukrainian-German musician Lilith, Adam's first wife,
who was the reason for seducing Eve and Adam and expelling them from heaven,
and eventually became angry with everyone

Maria Grazia chiur sArt director of housewives collection

Linda Nochlin (1931- 2017) Critic, feminist art historian, author of an article
entitled: Why have there never been great female artists?

An ancient art that has different meanings throughout history. In the 14th century,
the concept of self-discovery, and since the 18th century, it has been known as
horoscope and in the form of 78 cards with different concepts, the cards include
wands, cups, swords, coins and with the meanings of fire, water, air, earth,
servant, knight. is the queen and the king

Visconti, Sforzas, The religious ceremony of Visconti Esfoza, the two dynasties that
ruled Milan during the Renaissance
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