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A Comparison of Grotesque Character and World of
Story in Iranian Fictional Literature and Animated
Movies’ Samples
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Abstract
The concept of grotesque is a way of expressing strangeness and
wonder. The goal of this study is to examine the comparative
capabilities of ancient Iranian fiction in presenting the character and
atmosphere of the grotesque in the cases based on Philip Thompson's
theory. Using a qualitative approach, the study examines the character
and atmosphere of grotesque in Koush-
nameh, Skandar-jnameh, Spirited Away and The Triplets of Belleville.
The results indicates

that grotesque characterization in Koush-nameh is a fantasy-
imaginary characterization. This work can be considered on par with
Spirited Away owing to its disgusting, frightening, abnormal and
ridiculous characteristics. The haracters such as Asb-Cheheregan and
Piledandan have a combination of human and animal personality that
is seen in Spirited Away. In the Skandar-nameh, the grotesque
characterization with characteristics such as metamorphosis,
ridiculous, frightening and disgusting is in line with The Triplets of
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Belleville. Therefore, in the fictional literature of Iran, one can find
vast and rich sources of grotesque concepts. Relying on these rich
sources, can provide filmmakers with original and attractive ideas in
animation filmmaking and video game in the grotesque genre.

Keywords: Iranian literature, grotesque character, Koush-nameh,
Spirited Away.

1. Introduction

Grotesque is actually a deep fear of the unknown and the unusual, and
sometimes it hides the fear of being unusual behind ridicule, and
sometimes it is a biting criticism to mock life and its rules. Grotesque
is at the same time fear and horror, laughter and joking, and in general
it is a mixture of contradictory emotions that arise from a strange
sense of confusion and turmoil, but the grotesque bewilderment is
tinged with annoyance and hatred.

Research Question(s)

What are the comparative capabilities of ancient Iranian fiction in
processing the character and atmosphere of the grotesque in
comparison to selected examples of animated films?

2. Literature Review

Nouhi (1401, 157-182) states that One Thousand and One Nights is
considered one of the most prominent and sublime examples of
literary grotesque in the East owing to its multifaceted themes, humor
and seriousness, figurative forms, literary elegance alongside
colloquial vocabulary, and its heterogeneous layers of interpretation in
form and content. Zhanga (2021, 1) considers Mikhail Bakhtin’s
concept of the “grotesque body” and its relationship with the earth as
an incomplete metamorphosis of existence, and Wolfgang Kaiser’s
writings on the grotesque as an alienated world created in the artist’s
work.
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Taefi and Ghorbanpour Delivand (2022, 1) conclude that Nezami
in Haft Peykar has been able to present ugliness and filth in the
content and form of the work in a way that is close to the
characteristics of a grotesque work. Also, Karami and Nazari (2022,
373-401) found that Shams Langroudi in his grotesque poems
promoted excess, filth, wvulgarity, ugliness and imbalance and
transformed them into displacement, fear, horror and death in order to
express his social, philosophical and personal issues and concerns.
Asadi et al. (2019, 1-21) believe that Bahram Sadeghi and Eugene
lonesco expressed grotesque components, including comic and horror
elements, inconsistency and abnormality in the creation of their works.
Therefore, these works can be considered as grotesque. Hosseini et al.
(Hoseini, 2019, 43-59) concluded that the characters’ deformities,
disfigurement, abnormal, disgusting appearance, also exaggeration,
contradiction and offensive tone and speech, curses and torture are
among the grotesque themes of this work. It seems that its function is
to express and criticize the events of the time. Mohammadi and
Janbeh-Saraei (2018, 185-201) say that the idea or image of the
aforementioned distortion in naturalistic representations can be
observed at two levels: similitude and the impossibility of the physical
appearance and actions of humans to non-humans. The distorted
bodies of Gol-boubou Hedayat, the character of the cage of stick,
Musarkha and Mashd by Hassan Saedi and Hatem Bahram Sadeghi
are the objective consequence of the naturalistic-grotesque
confrontation with that subject-object.

3. Methodology
The study applied qualitative research method and described the
possibility of recognizing the type of grotesque characterization.

4. Results

Koushname is on par with Spirited Away. In these two, a grotesque

atmosphere is created with characters having an unusual appearance,

humorous and scary behavior. The giant child in Spirited Away ruins
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everything and the moon face in Koush-nameh must lives with a
severed head. But the element that can put these two works on the
same level is the fantasy characters with a combination of humans and
animals. The presentation of the characters in these works is
exaggerated and emphasizes the animal aspect of the characters in
order to create an atmosphere of belief in the narrative. Therefore,
Koushname can also be called a grotesque fantasy. The
characterizations in Skander-name are at the level of The Triplets of
Belleville. Both works have distorted, ridiculous, scary and disgusting
characters, while real characters are maintained throughout the work.
These works have a realistic atmosphere, with this grotesque feature
evident throughout the story. The characters are fantasy (like the two
works of Kush-nameh and Spirited Away), but the narrative and
storyline lead the audience to an incoherent understanding of these
characters. For example, in the animation The Triplets of Belleville,
the viewer is not surprised to see the background of frog licking.
Examples of such in both works are realism in the characters with
grotesque elements such as exaggeration, ridiculousness, horror and
disgust.

Comparison of examples of animation and literary works

Literary work Animated film | common indicators

ridiculous and disgusting
frightening and abnormal
Kosh-nameh Spirited Away | Combining human and animal
personalities, Fantasy character
with grotesque elements

Ridiculous and terrifying
Grotesque-caricature, Fantasy
characters with grotesque traites
Disgusting with exaggeration and
excess distorted

The  Triplets

Eskandar-nameh of Belleville
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