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Analyzing the Process of Meaning-Making in the
Narrative Structure of the Story " City of Madhoushan™*
from a Semiotic-Semantic Perspective

Marzieh Zare*1

Abstract

In semiotic analysis, narratology is one of the most important
branches of discourse analysis that has given rise to multiple theories.
One of the prominent theorists is Gérard Genette, who introduced the
syntagmatic and paradigmatic systems for the process of meaning
creation. According to this theory, in each narrative story, components
such as discursive connections and disconnections, positioning,
effective actions, point of view, the processes of co-presence and
substitution, homogeneous themes, and various discourses like
performative, phenomenological, aesthetic-cognitive, being, semantic
square, and tensional discourses are realized through a process that
reveals the fundamental constructs of the process of signification; the
issue at hand is an exploration of how the process of meaning creation
occurs through the interaction of discursive systems in the
syntagmatic and paradigmatic systems of narrative construction, as
well as an investigation into the roles that ethical themes,
characterizations, and mythical elements play in the deep structure of
the narrative in the process of meaning creation to alter the function of
the discursive value and the value flow that the actor and the recipient
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are dependent on. The assumption is that the role of action and
performance in changing the conditions of discourse transformation
influences beliefs and alters the type of emotional response of the
actor, putting the discourse process under the influence and
transforming its value. Additionally, the characters' perspectives and
moral worldview in the narrative of the enchanting city of
Madhoushan transform the main sinful character into a mythological
position of "descent,” punished in the guise of religious symbolism,
and the discursive system shifts from a performative discourse to a
cognitive discourse, creating a cohesive aesthetic-cognitive system in
the text.

Keywords: Semiotic-Semantic Analysis, City of Madhoushan,
Action, Performance, Narration, Enigma, Discourse

1. Introduction

Scientific semiotics studies the fundamental structures of the process
of meaning-making (Yaneh San, 1380, p. 111) and its subject is the
hidden structural relationships that produce meaning. When the
semiotic-meaning process is realized and manifested in linguistic
action, resulting in a text, discourse analysis comes into play. Each
discourse is a directional process that, through insertion and
appropriation, selection, displacement, and extension of relationships
between linguistic levels, leads to the production of meaning. (Shairi,
1388, p. 55) Greimas and, following him, Landowski, are among the
prominent theorists in narrative discourse and both believe that
narrative discourse consists of two systems: surface structure and deep
structure, which from the perspective of Landowski, surface structure
has elements such as “cohesion of sentences and clauses,” "coherence
of clauses in each part of the text", "language and gender diagram",
and "intonation element”, while in the deep construction system
encompasses components such as "homogeneity of inanity",
"accidental system", "suspension system", and "tension axis". (Moein,
(Shahrami, 1398, p. 1) and from Greimas' perspective in the
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construction system, components such as "connectivity and
disconnectivity of discourse”, "discursive positioning"”, "perspective",
"effective actions”, "substitution and co-occurrence relations”,
"homogeneous terms™ have been introduced, and in the deep
construction "action system™, "script”, “event", "aesthetic”, "bushi"
and "ethic axis" are addressed. (Shairi, 1385, p. 12) In other words, the
result of Greimas work in narrative semiotics is a system that is not
pre-existing, but is revealed in the process of analyzing text or
discourse. The goal of this research is to achieve methods of narrative
semiotic semiotics from the perspective of Greimas and the level of
adaptation and understanding of the techniques of creating narrative
attractions.

Research Questions

1- How is the process of meaning creation through the interaction of
discursive systems in the system of surface structure and deep
structure of narrative discourse?

2- What role do ethical themes, characterizations, and mythical
elements play in the deep structure of narrative in the process of
meaning creation to change the evaluative function of discourse and
the evaluative flow that actors and spectators depend on?

2. Literature Review
In the field of semiotics, the following research can be referred to:
"Semiotics of space in contemporary lIranian theater with emphasis
on the performance of Cinderella” (Bani-Asadi & Sajoudi, 1394, pp.
23-38) examines the semiotic functions of the spatial layer in contrast
to other elements and dramatic systems, and this function is analyzed
as a symbolic layer in the play Cinderella. In "Exploring secondary
meanings in Najdi stories” (Hasanzadeh Neyri & Ali Nouri, 1393, pp.
18-1), natural and geographical locations of these stories are
introduced, and the role of place as an identity factor is acknowledged.
In a chapter of the book "Visual Semiotic Semantics," Shairi (1392)

221



Journal Of Narrativestudies
E-1SSN:2588-6231

Vol.8, No. 15
spring and summer 2024
Research Article

has studied the characteristics of places in the representation of
extraordinary creatures.

Existential semiotics: from interaction to transcendence, based on
Roman and Chinese discourses, on the basis of the semiotic approach
to discursive semantics of light and color in Roman and Chinese
stories, where through the presence of an existential-oriented and
phenomenological presence, discursive processes lead to an expansion
of meaning from possibility to transcendence. In "The Continuation of
Meaning in Forty Short Letters to My Husband, Nader Ebrahimi"
(Shairi & Aryana, 1390), the functions and characteristics of the
targeted semiotic discourse and their role in the continuity of meaning
have been examined and...

3. Methodology
The present research is a theoretical study conducted using library
research and descriptive-analytical method with a semiotic approach.

4. Results

The semiotic analysis of the process of meaning creation in the
narrative structure of "City of Enchantment™ shows that the dominant
discourse governing them is performative-phenomenological, and the
interaction of performance and phenomenology generates various
semiotic meanings. In the initial phase of the story, a phenomenological-
performative or cognitive interactive discourse system is present, and
as the story progresses through dialogues and the emergence of
interactive narratives, an evaluative system is formed, dynamically
ensuring the meaning of discourse through the challenge between
them and culminating in a tension system, which can be explained
based on two expansional and pressional systems. The formation of
values proceeds in a way that discourse becomes ethics-oriented.
However, in these stories, the reader encounters a narrative-discursive
(eventful) discourse as well; as the emergence of meaning is the
product of an unexpected sensual-perceptual flow. Its source is also
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clear; the divine will. Therefore, action is mythical and based on the
presence of an absolute power called the "super presence.” The role of
the action and performance process in changing the conditions of
discourse transformations, by influencing beliefs and altering the type
of emotional response of the actor, puts the discourse process under
the influence and transforms its value. In a way that the narrative
shifts from performative discourse to cognitive discourse, and the
phenomenological system is reoriented, transforming it into an
aesthetic-cognitive and mythical genre and creating a cohesive
aesthetic and mythological semiotic system in the text.
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