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In quest of the good kingdom: Alexander's political
identity in Iranian Archimyth
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Abstract

Transnarrativite studies examine and analyze the transition from one
text to another and differences of Narration anterior. Iran's history has
always witnessed the dual of the good king and the bad king. In the
political thought of ancient Iran, there are prerequisites for reaching
the position of good king. Acquiring virtues, justice, benefiting from
the race and blood of the kings are the most important characteristics
that make up the identity of a good king. The religious, cultural and
social beliefs of the people have been very important about the king.
As a foreign invader, Alexander the Great needed to achieve this
legitimate identity in order to validate his rule over Iran and made
extensive efforts to create its. This article tries to answer the question
why Alexander needed the identity of a good king to continue his rule,
and what are the grounds for the new formation and transformation of
the mythological themes (motif) of Alexander's stories and Narratives
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from Iranian Archimyth to Islamic Archimyth? This article was
compiled using the library method and based on Archimyth analysis
and the analysis of intertextual relationships governing Iranian
Archimyth texts and narratives before and after Islam, and the result
shows that Alexander has made a purposeful effort to transform from
vulgar evil to good. Finally, the Derivation of narratives and the
process of accumulation to prove race and authenticity - especially in
the Islamic Archimyth - became effective and the historical narrative
of Alexander changed into a literary and mythological narrative.

Keywords: Narrative, Alexander, Farrah, goodking, Archimyth,

Introduction

The story of Alexander is one of the narratives that has been
formulated and presented in a diverse range of historical, literary,
religious, and mythological contexts. A metanarrative review of the
story of Alexander helps to explain and interpret several areas. First, it
sheds light on the religious and supernatural aspects mentioned in
some of the narratives of the Alexander Letters. Second, it allows the
subject of Alexander to be studied in social and cultural contexts and
his new identity in the confrontation between good and evil. The aim
of this article is also to address the areas of formation of Alexander's
political identity within the intellectual framework of the Iranian
Kingship and the identification of Ruler Alexander as Alexander the
King. In the third section, the path of the story of Alexander from
history to myth can be examined. The Alexander myth consists of
narratives and sub-narratives that have experienced continuous
development and retelling over centuries, across a wide geography.
These studies “offers a framework for understanding textual
(historical and fantastic), material (archaeological) visual (art
historical) and folk (oral) narratives that comprised a “meta-narrative”
of Alexander the Great. This meta-narrative reflected varied cultural
and linguistic traditions and is useful for understanding pre-modern
historical imaginations. The broad linguistic range of the Alexander
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Romances, encompassing Greek, Latin, Syriac, Middle Persian,
Ethiopic, Hebrew, Arabic, French, English, Mongolian, Serbian, and
classical Armenian has played an important role in helping to cement
Alexander as a universal figure of the world conqueror. Furthermore,
it facilitated a broad geographic dissemination that extended from the
Iberian Peninsula to East Asia” (Beaudoen 2017:208). The subject of
Alexander is basically considered a mythical narrative, and its
transnarrative studies and its epimythological exploration should be
conducted cross-culturally in three civilizational domains: Iranian,
Greek, and Islamic, and the extent of the Derivations and dialogues of
the epimyths should be analyzed. In addition to the metastylistic and
metadisciplinary features, the process of translating and restoring
some concepts and topics in the form of translations from Greek texts
has caused the Alexander narrative to acquire an interlingual aspect
and its representation in different styles and different disciplines. The
present article studies the Alexander narrative in the Iranian
epimythological narrative and how it is shaped by the elements of time
and memory and the influence of the process of accumulation and
collective intentionality. An analysis of Iranian monarchi system and
Farrah Izadi's theory can help identify the relationships and elements
of Alexander the Great's identification in Iranian culture and their role
in the transformation of Alexander's narrative and the Structuralisme
of his power and influence.

Research Questions

-What are the reasons for Alexander's tendency towards an Iranian
identity?

-What are the areas of formation and transformation of the
mythological motifs of the Alexander narrative from the Iranian
Archimyth to the Islamic Archimyth?

-What is the process of changing the Alexander narrative in the
Iranian Archimyth?
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-Which components are fundamentally influential in the study and
analysis of the transnarrative of the Alexander myth?

Literature Review

The Narration of Alexander has always been a cultural topic of
interest, and numerous studies have been conducted in this field. Most
of these studies focus on describing Alexander's life and behavior,
examining and comparing the Alexander Iskandar Nameh’s or
analyzing and examining his religious characteristics. With the
expansion of topics related to intertextual studies and discourse
analysis, the story of Alexander was also examined and analyzed from
a discourse perspective, and numerous interdisciplinary studies were
conducted. Another part of the research background is related to the
sources and theoretical foundations of discourse analysis and
epimythology, which are considered interdisciplinary studies and
analyze the relationships between hypertexts and hypotexts. However,
not much research has been conducted on Alexander in the field of
Archimyth Analysis. The article " Alexander Dhu al-Qarnayn” as an
Archi-myth" by the authors examines the grounds for the New
formation and new reading of the Alexander narrative in Islamic
Archimyth and how it influenced the narrative of Iranian Archimyth in
the post-Islamic era.

Methodology

The theoretical foundations of this research are based on two parts.
The first part is related to the field of narratology and transnarrative.
Narratives are considered ideological and symbolic systems of
thoughts and ideas of nations over time, and narrative analysis helps to
decipher these symbols and signs. Critical discourse analysis, as an
interdisciplinary category, provides a basis for analyzing and studying
different types of narrative and renarrative. Van Leeuwen's
sociological-semantic model and Van Dijk’s socio-cognitive discourse
analysis approach, which focuses on the three sides of "society,
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cognition, and discourse,” have been used. Van Dyke's ideological
square consists of four pillars to analyze and explain how the
ideological system relates to discourse: highlighting one's own
positive points; highlighting the negative points of others;
marginalizing and denying one's own negative points; Marginalization
of others positive points. However, another part of the theoretical
foundations of this research is related to the field of Archimyth
Analysis. Myths are narrated in each period of time, subject to
different epistemological units and systems, and are formed around
them and gain strength or weakness. Hegel calls these Zeitgeist (spirit
of the time or era), Michel Foucault explains this category as
episteme, and Gilbert Durand calls it a Bassin sémantique. The
introduction and presentation of the category of " Archimyth™ is also
considered to be in this wvein. Archimyth refers to large
epistemological units that can form systems and sub-myths under their
influence. In the method of Archimyth Analysis exploration, the
Paratextual factors, the myths Dialogism, and the intertextual
relationship of texts are studied and analyzed, and attention is paid to
the discursive issues of myths.

Results

The pervasive narratives of the Iranian Archimyth, combined with the
exigencies of time, have changed the temporal and spatial discourse
context of the Alexander story. The narrative of Alexander
experienced many changes throughout the Iranian Archimyth, and the
Hypertextuality of the Alexander epistles in the Islamic Archimyth is
generally based on referential, thematic, and cultural borrowings from
the pre-texts and narratives of the Iranian Archimyth, which have
undergone a transcendental and formative process. Despite
fundamental differences and Distance narrative, one of the few
common themes between Iranian and Islamic Archimyth is the theme
of Alexander's divine glory. Alexander's victory over Iran created a
fundamental challenge in Iranian thought and political identity, which
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led to changes in both Shahriari's theory and Alexander's behavioral
pattern. Alexander, aware of the pattern of electing the king,
considered creating a social base and origin among the people by
pretending to receive the Farah and its symbols and gaining religious
legitimacy as a condition for legitimize power and credibility for
authority. For this reason, after conquering Iran, he abandoned the
elements that formed his Macedonian-Greek identity and adopted a
different behavioral model. The creation of Alexander's Kiani image
and behavior led to him being considered and introduced in many
historical texts as part of the Achaemenids and the last king of this
dynasty.
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