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Analysing the process of Signfication in the story
“mouse belongs to frog” based on Greimas Discourse-
semiotic approach

Nafiseh Iranit, Shahriyar Shadigu™

Abstract

This article addresses to narrotologyof the anecdote the mouse
belonging to frog in masnavi manavi based on theory of Greimas. The
auothers try to indicate how to match the structure of the narrative
with the model of Greimas. Greimas who is theorist in the field of
narration

Considers the character to be part of the text and subordinate to the
performance.

By placing the main agent in the centre in relation to the goal he
changed the role that propp had described and proposed to a new
model in this research using descriptive analysis method it was
determined that the narrative change of the anecdote can be adapted
base on the of situation in comparison to dual confrontation and from
actors point of view. There are two models of performance in two
separate situation and interpretation of the anecdote also were
analyzed in two situation s.
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The plot of the story is logically coherent and resonate with gerems
model

Keywords: narratology, gerems, plot structure, the story of mouse and
frog, masnavi moulavi.

1.Introduction

As a field of literary discourse analysis, semiotic aims to identify
discursive systems and, by understanding their mechanisms, offer
analytical methods for each. Key discursive systems in literary texts
that can be examined and analyzed include the performance, state,
tension, and existential systems. In the performance discourse system,
the acquisition of a valued object is crucial, with performance guiding
narrative progression and meaning transformation through two
strategies: prescriptive performance and suggestive performance. In
the state process, a sensory-perceptual and emotional relationship
between participants takes place, while in the tense system, the role
and leadership of performance diminish, placing tension at the center
of the discourse. The binary system focuses on discontinuity and
distinction, or affirmation and negation (being or non-being). As
evident in the narrative examined in this study, these systems are
closely interconnected, where one can become the basis, outcome, or
product of another. For example, performance may give way to state,
state may transition into performance, or performance may lack
sufficient potency and, due to an event, lose its guiding role or serve
as a precursor for the guiding influence of another discursive system.
Based on Greimas's semiotic theory (1917-1992), this study aims to
investigate the various discursive systems present in the fable of the
mouse and the frog from the Masnavi. Specifically, we seek to answer
the following questions: How does the process of performance shift a
discursive system from connection to disconnection, or vice versa?
Can action alone control and direct the narrative? And how are the
active and state discursive systems represented in the fable, giving rise
to intelligent, persuasive, and random systems?
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2. Literature Review

Numerous studies have been conducted in the field of narratology, and
many narratological texts have been translated into Persian.
Additionally, numerous Persian literary texts have been analyzed
based on narratological theories, particularly those of Greimas. These
studies, which often exhibit rigorous scholarly content, not only
contribute to a deeper understanding of narrative structures but also
offer novel perspectives on literary texts. Some of these studies were
introduced in the introduction and theoretical framework sections, and
others will be discussed further below. However, it is important to
note that some studies have merely applied these theories in a
superficial manner, without conducting a thorough analysis of the
literary, narrative, and semantic aspects of the text. Such studies often
reach the mechanical conclusion that a particular text either conforms
to or does not conform to a specific theory.

3. Research Methodology

The research method is analytical-descriptive, using inductive
reasoning and a qualitative approach in data analysis, grounded in
library-based studies.

4. Results

This research analyzes the fable of the mouse and the frog from the
Masnavi based on Greimas's theory. This fable is a classic narrative
featuring an external valued object that the actors strive to attain. The
story begins in a state of tranquility that is gradually disrupted. This
disruption arises from the violation of agreements and prohibitions,
aligning with one of Greimas's two structural patterns: ‘contract
(prohibition) — violation — punishment." In essence, an excessive
system of friendship transforms into something undesirable, disrupting
the narrative flow and extending the crisis to others. The actors,
having tied each other's feet, have neutralized any possibility of
defense or rescue. Therefore, with the arrival of the magpie and the
subsequent capture of the mouse—a random event within the
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narrative's discourse—performance loses its control and direction, and
tension takes over. Consequently, Greimas's theory of the global
narrative system undergoes a transformation, shifting from an
performance-oriented narrative system to an performance-tension
narrative system. In this narrative, a horizontal (interactive) system
and a parallel relationship exist between the actors, with performances
resulting from dialogue and interaction between the two without one
dominating the other. The mouse, through encouragement and
persuasion, convinces the frog of its noble character to tie the rope.
The determining factor in this fable is the power of persuasion and
suggestion. A crucial aspect of persuasion in this story is that the
mouse ultimately persuades the frog to cooperate by appealing to its
sense of 'generosity' and 'dignity." This can be seen as the frog's
motivation for accepting the mouse's request, as the frog's honor and
nobility are at stake, and it must defend and prove these qualities.
Here, the horizontal and parallel relationship transforms into a vertical
relationship within the persuasive system; the frog must prove its
nobility and generosity. Consequently, the following diagram
illustrates the persuasive system in the fable of the mouse and the
frog: Persuasive Act (persuading the frog to tie the rope) —
Performance Process (the act of tying the rope) — Rupture or
Connection with the Valued Object (connection and permanent
attachment to a friend) — Final Evaluation (neutralization of the
possibility of defense or rescue for the actors and the occurrence of a
narrative crisis) The final judgment and evaluation in this fable are
initially made by the people who witness the magpie capturing the
mouse and the frog in the sky and express their surprise and
astonishment. Secondly, the frog itself engages in self-judgment,
which can be seen as a self-evaluation expressed by one of the actors.
In addition to self-evaluation, the frog's words in the final evaluation,
given its location in the 'abyss,’ can be considered an acceptance of
responsibility for its mistake and a representation of a forced
submission to fate. In the story of the mouse and the frog,
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performance and state interact, but the dominant discourse is
cognitive, as performance is more prominent than state in the story. In
the course of events, there is initially a balance (order), but in the
second situation, due to an incident (the capture of the mouse by the
magpie), this order is disrupted, and the narrative moves towards
disorder, collapse, and inaction. Therefore, the movement is from
positive to negative and from continuity to rupture and separation.
Various discourse systems are employed in this story, including the
performance discourse system and its subsystems: persuasive
(suggestive), state-oriented, noble, and random.
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