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Structuralism Analysis of Narrative Sequences in

Iranian Folktales through Claude Bremond’s Theory
(Study sample: The story of Jahan Afrooz by Beigami’s Darab
Nameh)

Ali Zarel, Mohammad Jafar Yousefian kenari ™2

Abstract

This research employs Claude Bremond's theory (1977) of
constructivist narratology to analyze Jahan Afrooz's story "Darab
Nameh Beighami,” (1970) with a particular focus on its narrative
sequences. Conducted as a descriptive-analytical study, it aligns
selected evidence from the text with Bremond's (1977) model.
Afrooz’s story comprises three primary sequences that together form
the main narrative. The actions and events within the tale create a
coherent narrative centered its characters. The study identifies three
types of sequences outlined by Bremond (1977): Enchainment,
Enclave, and Joining. In the Enchainment and Enclave sequences, a
series of continuous actions guide the characters through the story. In
contrast, the Joining sequence depicts a conflict between the anti-
hero’s reactions and the restraining forces, as well as the actions of the
hero and main character. The characterization in Afrooz's story aligns
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with Bremond's (1977) theory, illustrating that the protagonist's goals
are portrayed as both achievable and unattainable by the story's
conclusion. The findings indicate that Bremond's (1977) constructivist
model is effectively applicable to Jahan Afrooz’s story, fitting well

within its framework.
Keywords: structuralism, Claude Bremond, Jahan Afrooz, sequence,
succession, Beigami, Iranian folktales, narration

1. Introduction

Analyzing Iranian folk literature requires an understanding of its
narrative structures, particularly in the realm of stories and legends.
This form of literature, known for being a rich source for literary and
artistic research, necessitates thorough investigations into the
narratives and techniques employed within it. Recognizing the
significance of this topic, the current research aims to explore the type
of narration and narrative structure in the story of "Jahan Afrooz" by
Darabnameh Bighmi (1970). Drawing on Claude Bremond's (1977)
theory, this study examines the narrative developments, sequences,
and characterizations present in the story. "Jahan Afrooz" stands out
from other tales due to its unique narrative features, warranting a more
detailed analysis of these structures.

Research Question(s)

The primary objective of this research is to investigate and analyze the
developments and narrative sequences in "Jahan Afrooz's" story using
Claude Bremond's (1977) theory. This study aims to explore the
narrative characteristics of the story according to narratological
patterns. The specific sub-goals include: Identifying and analyzing
the key developments in "Jahan Afrooz's" story, examining the roles
of chain sequences, concrete sequences, and linked sequences in
advancing the narrative, and conducting a characterization analysis
and comparing it to Bremond's theory.
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2. Literature Review

Extensive research has been conducted on narrative structures in
Persian folk literature. Many studies have focused on how these
narrative structures influence stories related to Persian culture and
literature. Various researchers have utilized Bremond's constructivist
narratology theory as a key analytical tool in their work. For instance,
analyses of well-known stories such as "Zal and Rudabe™ and "Rostam
and Sohrab" demonstrate that the narrative and structural patterns of
these tales align well with Bremond's theory. These studies indicate
that applying constructivist theories can uncover hidden aspects and
narrative complexities within folk literature.

3. Methodology

This research has been conducted in a descriptive-analytical manner,
focusing on evidence from the text of Darabnameh Beighmi (1970).
These examples have been selected and analyzed in line with
Bremond's (1977) model of narratology. Specifically, the narrative
structure of Jahan Afrooz's story has been examined using diagrams
and theoretical models. Key components of narrative analysis, such as
chain sequences, concrete sequences, and link sequences, have also
been explored. This process involves identifying characters, actions,
and events that contribute to the progression of the story, as well as
examining their impact on the overall narrative structure.

4. Results

The conclusion of this research indicates that Bremond's (1977)
constructivist narratological theory can be effectively applied to the
analysis of Jahan Afrooz's story. The developments and sequences
identified in the narrative play a crucial role in advancing the plot, and
Bremond's (1977) model serves as a valuable framework for reading
and understanding Iranian folk narratives. Moreover, the
characterization within the story aligns well with Bremond's
framework; Jahan Afrooz, as both the tool and goal of the narrative,
drives the story forward through his actions. Additionally, the analysis
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reveals that Jahan Afrooz's story possesses a solid and logical
narrative structure, where the findings and sequences are
interconnected, enhancing the overall coherence of the narrative.
These insights can be utilized in future studies within the field of
Iranian folk literature and for similar narrative analyses.
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