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Abstract

One of the most significant topics in literature is the influence of
myths and modern arts which began with discussions in linguistics
and comparative literature and then gradually went to its separate path
with the beginning of the studies in mythology. In this article, by the
use of the theories in comparative mythology, we try to explain the
character of Nagini who appears as a snake in the Harry Potter films
as well as Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them and to trace her
connections with similar symbols in Iranian and Buddhist mythology.
The Iranian counterpart for this myth can be found in the tale
“Shahryarzadeh of Babylon” in Marzbannameh and the Buddhist
counterpart in the myth of Naga. The study of similarities between the
character Nagini and these myths from a comparative approach
reveals a close relationship between them which shows that in the
creation of this character, the writer has been under the influence of
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the mythology of different civilizations. The investigations show that
the story of this character has many similarities with the myth of Naga
in Hinduism. Also, many similarities can be found between Nagini
and the snake described in the tale of the prince of Babylon. The
findings show that snake has been recognized as the symbol of
protection in mythological narratives in Indian and Iranian
civilizations. Myths are recreated to become immortal. This myth is
recreated with the same purpose in Harry Potter films.

Keywords: Nagini, comparative mythology, Naga, Marzbannameh,
Harry Potter

1. Introduction

Films as texts are influence by the past stories and tales. If we widen
our perspective, we will observe to what extend films draw from the
texts and tales of other nations. Even if we cannot prove a direct
relationship between a text and the texts of other nations, we will be
convinced by the excess of similarities between the texts that most of
today’s stories are like smaller streams that branch from the huge river
of the literature of other nations. For investigating such concerns, the
theories of comparative literature proved the researchers with proper
tools. One of the most fundamental conditions and limitations for
analyzing texts from this perspective was finding definitive evidence
for the relationship between two texts; however, the American school
of comparative literature removed this limitation and freed
comparative studies from the confines of literature alone.

The Harry Potter films are replete with mythical themes from
different nations. It is with the help of these cultural and mythical
themes that these films are still fresh after many years and still attract
audiences from around the world.

In this article, we aim to study one of the characters in Harry Potter
films and Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them and compare her
with her counterparts in Buddhist and Iranian myths based on the
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American school of comparative literature as well as comparative
mythology. Our first objective is to find similarities between these
three texts; and then to explain these similarities by the use of the
theories of comparative mythology.

Research Questions: In this article, we try to answer these
questions: what are the similarities between the snake in Harry Potter
films and Fantastic Beasts and the goddess “Naga’ in Buddhist myths
and the snake in the tale “Shahryarzadeh of Babylon” in
Marzbannameh? Based on the answers to the previous questions, how
can we explain the connection between these myths with the help of
comparative mythology?

2. Review of Literature

Research from the perspective of comparative mythology is abundant
on many topics; however, the only article which has some affinities to
the present article is Farzi and Abedi’s article, “The Analysis of
Mythical Themes in the Tale of The Prince of Babylon and
‘Shahryarzadeh’ In Marzbannameh” (2014). The writers focus on the
adaptability of the two stories in terms of the symbolic elements of the
rites of initiation; therefore, they have a completely different objective
from the writers of the present article.

3. Methodology

The researchers attempt to use a descriptive-analytical method to
study the relationships between two Buddhist and Iranian mythical
stories with the character Nagini in Harry Potter films and Fantastic
Beasts from the perspective of comparative mythology. To this end,
the characteristics of each character are identified and then their
similarities are explained.

4. Discussion and Conclusion
The findings of this research reveal the interrelation of myths from the
eastern to the western nations: the myth of Naga in Buddhism in the
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east, the tale of “Shahryarzadeh of Babylon” in Iran, and the modern
fantasy stories and films such as Harry Potter and Fantastic Beasts in
the west. Nagini is a mixture of the elements of Indo-European
mythology. Beyond their names, there are many other similarities
between Nagini and the myth of Naga in Buddhism, such as being
female and transforming into a snake. On the other hand, there are
some traits in this character which makes her comparable to the tale of
“Shahryarzadeh of Babylon”, such as the negative connotation of the
snake and its protection of the antagonist’s life. In Mesopotamia,
snake is a negative and evil character. This belief is later spread
throughout Semitic people, too. These Semitic and Mesopotamian
beliefs are still prevalent in the contemporary Greece and Europe.

In Harry Potter and Fantastic Beasts, snake is similar to the
Buddhist goddess Naga: both of them are female; thanks to their
supernatural and mythical powers, both can act in the forms of human
and snake; and the name Nagini is obviously taken from the name
Naga.

A study of the similarities between Nagini and the tale of the prince
of Babylon in Marzbannameh reveals that in both texts, snake has a
negative and antagonistic meaning; both of them are black and evil,
and both are associated with magic and evil spells.

The most important common trait between the three texts is that the
snake is the protector of the hero and the anti-hero. Choosing snake as
the protector is not by accident, since in mythologies, snake is the
protector of valuable things. In Iranian myths, snake is the protector of
treasures; in Greek myths, it is the protector of the golden tree; and
transformed into a dragon, the snake is the protector of water and rain
in Chinese myths. One can find other examples for the protecting role
of snakes in other mythologies, too.

Myths and cinema have a mutual relationship in such a way that
writers recreate mythical concepts to their own tastes, and in this way,
immortalize the myths. As the findings of the present research shows,
the concept of protection by snake has its roots in the Indo-European
myths and is used consciously by the writer of the modern fantasy
narrative in the creation of a character in the story.
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