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Analysis of Eco-signs in Two Narratives ""Lion and
Rabbit' and ""Ringed Pigeon® from Kalila and Demna
by Nasrollah Monshi

Nadia Varmili! , Foroogh Kazemi*2

Abstract

Environmental crises during the last half century have led to the
formation of interdisciplinary studies; one of them is environmental
linguistics, which was formed for the first time using the concept of
ecology. Ecosystem means a place that is related to the existence,
presence and lived experience, and also it means the flow of life in a
place. Ecosemiotics emphasizes the relationship between organisms
and their living area and the mutual relationship between the elements
of the place. Considering the fact that the quality of the ecosystem is
somehow influenced by human social actions, in the following
research, we intend to answer these questions: How is literary
ecosemiotics related to the lifestyle and how does lifestyle lead to the
production or dissolution of meaning as a result of the action process
of discourse? The main premise of the current research is the existence
of a relationship between the literary ecosemiotics and lifestyle, as
well as the action process, and on the other hand, the relationship
between the created action and the production or dissolution of
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meaning. Kalileh and Damneh, which is a collection of instructive
parables and advice, and each speech depicts a part of life, is a suitable
example for examining hypotheses. The research results indicate that
in the narratives of this masterpiece, the Trajective chain of human
presence and his social actions, which is expressed in this work from
the animals POV, includes his experience in the ecosystem and shapes
the quality of the ecosystem. Giving the human characteristics to
animals actions, the role of the environment in advancing the narrative
in interaction with the characters of the story, especially the main
character, the turning of the story from the death of animals to their
survival, as well as the harmony of the natural and social environment,
demonstrate the role of the environment in these narratives. The
introduction of the ecosystem into discourse interactions and the
existence of semantic systems indicate social, cultural, individual and
collective identity and in fact create a lifestyle that moves the border
between culture and nature and as a result it makes a close connection
with social actions, as lifestyle is actually the process of generalization
and universalization of an action.

Keywords: sign-ecology, ecologicalism, Kalila and Demna, narrative,
ecosystem.

1. Introduction:

The environment is a concept that has been defined differently by
different groups, including biologists, philosophers, thinkers, etc., and
each group deals with this concept in accordance with its
understanding of the environment. The environmental crises that have
arisen in recent decades have caused civilized humans to seek to
change their way of life and strive to maintain sustainable
environmental conditions. Sign-ecology criticizes and examines the
interactions between humans and their surrounding environment and
emphasizes the relationship between creatures and their living space
and the elements of space. There is a cyclical and two-way connection
between the "ecosystem™ and humans that causes them to influence
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each other (Steib, 2016: 59). The relationship between animals and
humans in Kalila and Demna with the surrounding environment and
their impact on nature and, conversely, their mutual influence from
nature can be examined with an ecological reading. The present study
seeks to answer the question of how the sign-ecology relates to
lifestyle in the literary discourse of animals and examines how
lifestyle can produce or dissolve the semantic process. It also
examines the sign-ecology and the role-playing quality of the
ecosystem in the formation of narrative structure and the acceptance
of an active and activist role. The main hypothesis of the present study
is the existence of a connection between the literary sign-ecosystem
and lifestyle as well as the action process, and on the other hand, the
connection between the created action and the production or
dissolution of meaning.

2. Literature Review:

From the perspective of Uexkill (1982: 54), an individual's ecosystem
means the plan that each living being draws of the world around it and
is a characteristic of all species of living beings, and thus a link is
created between the humanities and biological sciences and semiotics.
Sapir (1884: 19), citing Eftekhari and Kazemi (1401: 44), shows how
external factors are reflected in language. He introduces the
environment as including physical factors such as geography, climate,
natural environment, and social factors as including art, religion, and
ethnic norms.

Haugen (2001: 61) defines language ecology as the study of the
relationship between each language and its environment. The
environment of a language is the society in which that language is
used. Language exists only in the minds of individuals and is used to
communicate with each other and with nature - their social and natural
environment.
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3. Methodology:

The present qualitative research was conducted using a descriptive-
analytical method and using documentary library resources. For this
purpose, two well-known narratives from the book Kalila and Demna,
"The Lion and the Rabbit" and "The Collared Pigeon", were selected
and examined.

4. Results:

In this study, the connection and relationship between the environment
and the text in two narratives, "The Lion and the Rabbit" and "The
Collared Pigeon" from the series of narratives of Kalila and Demna,
has been the focus of the analysis of the role of the environment; also,
the study of the sign-ecology in the aforementioned narratives and its
relationship with lifestyle and active discursive processes is also
considered. On the other hand, the way in which meaning is produced
or dissolved as a result of performing an action and changing lifestyle
has been examined.

The trans human-spatial chain of human presence and social
actions, expressed in this work from the position of animals,
incorporates their experience in the ecosystem and shapes the quality
of the ecosystem. The activism of animals with human characteristics,
the role of the environment in advancing the narrative, the interaction
of the environment with the characters of the story, the turn of the
narrative from the death of animals to their salvation, and the harmony
of the natural and social environment indicate the role of the
environment in these two narratives The entry of the ecosystem into
discursive interactions and the existence of semiotic-semantic systems
indicate social, cultural, individual and collective identity and in fact
create a lifestyle that shifts the boundary between culture and nature
and consequently causes a close connection with social actions.
Lifestyle is the process of generalization and universalization of an
action. In the first story, the rabbit, as the main character of the story,
is actively present in a tense situation and seeks to stabilize his
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existence; therefore, he takes action to eliminate the existing
shortcomings. In the second story, two different types of environments
are used: natural environments in the form of meadows and orchards,
and artificial environments in the form of settlements and villages.
Based on what was analyzed, the existence of a connection between
the literary ecosystem and lifestyle, as well as the action process, and
on the other hand, the connection between the created action and the
production or dissolution of meaning was confirmed as the main
hypothesis of the research.
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