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representation of ""Victim-eating' in Children’s and
Adolescent Fiction: With a Psychonarrative Approach

Amir Hossein Zanjanbar ™

Abstract

psychonarratology is a cognitive approach that studies the relationship
between the reader's psychological processes and the narrative form.
This article aims to respond to how narrative elements affect the
representation of victim-eating violence in children's and adolescent
stories. Since the plot of many children's stories is based on the
relationship between corrosive and eaten, this issue has been chosen
for research. In these stories, an animal or a human who is in the
position of the main character of the story is Killed by an attacker and
then eaten. The statistical population studied is stories based on the
theme of victim-eating. The current research was conducted with the
qualitative-comparative content analysis method and cognitive
narratology approach in the range of stories of age groups "A", "B"
and "C". The result of the present research shows that narrative
components (such as repetition, highlighting, the distance between the
narrator and the characters, the co-category of the attacker and the
victim, the reversibility of death, suspenseful gaps in the description)
play a role in conceptualizing victim-eating and biasing the reader's
judgment. The lack of sufficient studies in the field of thanatology and
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about the the victim-eating confirms the necessity of writing this
article.

Keywords: Cognitive Narratology, Children’'s Story, Thanatology,
Victim-eating.

1. Introduction

Cognitive Narratology examines the mechanism by which pre-
established frameworks are applied to distinct literary contexts. This
study explores the interplay between narrative constituents and the
mind’s cognitive frameworks in shaping the concept of "Victim-
eating." Here, "Victim-eating" denotes an instance where an animal or
human, cast as either a primary or secondary character, is slain and
then eaten by an assailant.

2. Research Questions

This research aims to resolve two inquiries within the realm of
children’s and young adult fictional literature: 1) Which narrative
components assume a more significant role in depicting the
victimization of the consumed entity? 2) In what manner do these
narrative components engage with the reader’s ingrained cognitive
frameworks, thereby constructing a particular portrayal of the
"Victim-eating" phenomenon for them?

3. Literature Review

The concept of "Cognitive Narratology™ was initially coined by Jahn
(1996) in the publication "Windows of Focalisation: Deconstruction
and Reconstruction of a Narrative Concept”; nevertheless, earlier
scholars from the 1980s, including H. R. Jauss (1982), J. Topkins
(1980), and P. M. Sternberg (1978), had already established the
foundation for this methodological perspective.

In the context of Iranian children’s and young adult literature,
cognitive narratology is primarily represented by works such as
"Representation of Cognitive Processes in the Tale of Aunt Beetle:
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Based on Discourse Analysis” (Zanjanbar and Zare, 2020) and
"Cognitive Narratology of Humor in Children’s Stories: A Schema-
Based Approach” (Zanjanbar et al., 2021).

4. Methodology

This analytical investigation was undertaken through a qualitative-
deductive approach, with sampling conducted intentionally. The
sample population consists of nineteen stories for children and young
adults (chiefly aimed at age groups "A" and "B"), each characterized
by narratives revolving around the dynamic between the eater and the
eaten. This study marks the inaugural examination in Iran of "Victim-
eating” (the eater-eaten dynamic) within the sphere of children’s
literature.

5. Results

Victim-eating constitutes a narrative moment that, by invoking themes
of mortality and survival, elicits a spectrum of ethical evaluations. The
reader’s assessment of the Victim-eating act hinges on the mode of its
narrative depiction. Within children’s and young adult narratives,
various narrative elements shaping the perception of Victim-eating
include: the active or reactive nature of the act, the foregrounding of
the victim’s negative behaviors as an enduring character trait, the
establishment of the character’s proximity to the reader (via strategies
such as naming or selecting characters that align with positive
emotional frameworks), the introduction of gaps in describing scenes
such as the assault, the employment of death’s reversibility to lessen
the reader’s aversion to the violence of the killing, the provocation of
evaluative dilemmas concerning the aggressor’s and victim’s roles
through the lens of disproportionate crime-and-punishment
frameworks, the denigration of the victim through the repeated
depiction of negative behaviors within the "synchronized change"
theoretical framework, and the amplification of violence by portraying
the victim and aggressor as sharing a dietary category. The reader’s
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judgment of the eater’s and eaten’s respective contributions to the
Victim-eating transgression is determined by the narrative approach.
The less the story’s narrative elements impose bias or prescribed
interpretations, the more they stimulate the child’s cognitive schemas
and frameworks. Put differently, when a narrative exhibits a
pronounced inclination toward a specific schema, its role becomes
more didactic and convergent, relegating the audience to a more
passive stance; in contrast, when a narrative embraces a diversity of
conflicting schemas, its role becomes more divergent, positioning the
audience in a more engaged and active capacity.
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