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Abstract

Semiotics refers to the conditions of receiving and producing meaning
in narrative discursive regimes. In the field of narrative, we can
mention Greimas and Landowski, two researchers of the Paris School,
who have classified various types of narrative and its discourses into
four categories: Action, Interaction, Accommodation, and Fusion.
“Time” is one of the elements of narrative which plays an important
role in the semantic chains of the narrative regimes. It appears in the
action regimes on the basis of physical and temporal conventions, and
in the modern narrative regimes, it appears as sensible/stative times,
such as ecstasy, circular, etc. In this article, by examining the
framework of semiotics on the subject of narrative discourse and its
various types, and also relying on each of the narrative models and
their associated times, we answer the following questions: How do the
dominant regimes in a literary-dramatic work change, and how do
these transformations of discourse regimes lead to changes in the
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types of time in the narrative. According to the discursive semiotic
approach, the main issue is how the narrative regimes and their times
are able to change and enter the domains of each other. The main
purpose of this article is to investigate the various types of narrative
regimes in the Semio-Semantics discourse and their transfer to each
other, and consequently, the types of times that have a narrative
function in these regimes. To achieve this goal, the focus is on the
narrative in the play Afra by Bahram Beyzai.

Keywords: narration, time, semiotics, Beyzai, Afra.

1. Introduction

The study of discursive semiotics explores representation and
meaning. Semiotics examines cultural signs, viewing culture as a
language regime. Algirdas Julien Greimas was a prominent literary
scholar who established the foundations of the Parisian school of
semiotics. He introduced an original methodology for discourse
semiotics, which is grounded in the descriptive procedures of
narratology and the concept of narrativity. Eric Landowski is a French
social semiotician who has advanced the narrative categories
originally proposed by Greimas. Unlike Gérard Genette, who
concentrated on time within the text's structure, they emphasize
narrative time. By categorizing narratives and discourses, they
examine each narrative according to its unique characteristics. In this
research, we examine the perspectives of theorists from the Paris
School while considering the approach of discursive semiotics to
articulate various types of narrative regimes. By analyzing time as a
key element of the narrative, we will examine Afra's play by Bahram
Beyzai.

2.Research Question(s)

How do the prevailing regimes within a literary-dramatic work
undergo transformation, and in what ways do these shifts in discourse
regimes influence the temporal structures within the narrative?
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3. Literature Review

Narrative semio-semantics regimes concentrate on the interaction
between narrative and discourse systems. Narrative refers to the
sequence of events as they unfold over time. Narrative theory can be
traced back to Aristotle's Poetics, but modern narratology is widely
considered to have begun with the Russian formalists. The main
branches of narratology are divided into Structuralism and Post-
Structuralism. Paris School's semio-semantics examines narrative
discourse and how meaning is produced and received within narrative
frameworks. In structuralism and classic narrative theory, "The subject
move through time and space, progressing to obtain something they
either lack or have previously lost" (Greimas, 2019, p. 16). However,
in post-structuralism and modern regimes, the subject doesn’t aim to
change the situation; instead, they encounters a world that engages
their senses, and meaning arises unexpectedly. In this regime, the
interaction occurs between the subject and object, where at least one
perceives the other, and "in their existence, they comprehend the way
of being in the world" (Moin, 2015, p. 82).

4. Methodology
This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing a library
research method to analyze the play. The framework analyzes the role
of time in dramatic narratives, utilizing theories of semio-semantics
within the discourse field. Researchers at the Paris school have
categorized various types of narratives and their discourses.
Landowski has expanded the Greimasian types of narratives and
categorized narratives into four distinct types: Action, Interaction,
Accommodation, and Fusion. This classification enhances our
understanding of various narrative structures and their associated
discourses.

One important element of narrative is "time,” which plays a
significant role in the semantics connections within these narrative
frameworks. In action regimes, time is based on physical and temporal
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conventions, while in modern narrative regimes, it manifests as
sensible or stative times, such as ecstasy or circular time. The initial
category of time pertains to hourly and weekly measurements,
encompassing what is referred to as “calendar and clock time" (Sinha
& Bernardez, 2015, p.312). Another perspective on time, as discussed
by Jacques Fontaine and other theorists from the Paris school,
includes the concept of "the time of experience or sensible/stative
time". This refers to the experience of time that exists between the
present moment and our understanding of the universe (Athari
Nikazm, 2014, p. 7). Our task in the narrative is to identify moments
of meaning that transition from the usual linear time to other forms of
time.

5. Results

By examining and analyzing the findings of this research, we conclude
that time is one of the narrative elements that has changed in the Afra
play due to the use of modern narrative techniques, including both
accommodation and fusion. This shift distances the play from the
traditional narrative order found in classical works. Instead of
following an action-oriented approach, the drama employs a different
system that emphasizes qualitative time over quantitative time.
Changes in the narrative structures of this play align with its story and
narrative type, influenced by dialogues and the semio-semantics
system governing it.
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