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Analysis of the narration of Laili and Majnoon's
positions in Masnavi Ma'navi
(Based on Paul Simpson's narratological model)

Mahboobeh Mobasheri *!

Abstract

The current research aims to identify the type of mystic perceptions of
Maulana Jalaluddin Muhammad Balkhi from this romantic narrative,
with the narratological model of Paul Simpson, it has investigated the
narrative and positions of Laili and Majnoon in six books of the
Masnavi. The main topics of Simpson's model are text media, socio-
linguistic codes, characterization, text structure and intertextuality,
and the narrative text is evaluated based on these topics. The results of
the investigation from the perspective of socio-linguistic coders show
the narrative of Laili and Majnoon for a much wider audience than a
region or a dialect, and also indicate that Maulvi uses indirect
characterization, using the names of Laili and Majnoon (in the form of
characters) real and symbolic positive and negative), their positive and
negative actions and their speech has been used; Because of the nested
stories, the location point of view in the narratives of Laili and
Majnoon do not have a clear story line, and the point of view from the
psychological field has not been shown due to the rule of the external
narrator, but the point of view has been shown the most in the
ideological field. The analysis of the textual structure shows that the
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narratives of Laili and Majnoon have appeared in different layers, and
the analysis of intertextuality indicates that Rumi has used both the
whole and the events of this narrative to explain deep mystical
concepts.

Keywords: Masnavi Ma'ani, Paul Simpson, stylistic analysis, Laili
and Majnoon narratology.

1. Introduction

Paul Simpson, a contemporary stylist, has analyzed narrative methods
using linguistic tools and in a scientific manner, in addition to
discussing stylistics, literary language, the relationship between style
and narrative, and many other topics. Simpson believes that language,
in its broadest conceptual definition, is an interwoven network of
levels, layers, and connections, and that each statement or piece of text
IS systematized and organized through multiple different linguistic
layers (Simpson, 2019: 12-17).

On the other hand, the use of the story of Laili and Majnoon by
mystics, and especially Persian mystical literature, is very different.
One of the most important reasons for the attention of mystic writers
to this story is that “the loving mystics have considered this story
suitable for depicting and explaining the relationship between man and
God. The love of Laili and Majnoon is a symbol and example of pure
and unadulterated love that is far from sensuality. This has led the
loving mystics to use this story in two areas: first, to justify natural
and human love, and second, to explain the relationship between man
and God using the anecdotes of this story” (Moradinejad et al., 2018:
68). Accordingly, a number of mystic writers have mentioned the
names of these two lovers in their works with different interpretations
and expressions. In the meantime, it seems that the use of the story of
Laili and Majnoon in the Masnavi is more different. "Since Molana
considers the story as a platform for presenting mystical ideas, in the
spiritual Masnavi, unlike his predecessors, he has not limited himself
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to adapting the theme, but rather storytelling is very important to
Molavi, in itself, and Molavi's artistic taste in storytelling is superior
to his predecessors™ (Pournamdarian, 1985: 55). In the present study,
the narrative of the positions of Laili and Majnoon in the Masnavi has
been examined from structural and conceptual aspects, relying on Paul
Simpson's narratological model.

Research Question(s)

1- What are the positions of Laili and Majnoon in the Masnavi and
what kind of mystical interpretation or interpretations did Rumi have
of this narrative?

2- How can the stylistics of the romantic narrative of Laili and
Majnoon in the Masnavi be explained with Paul Simpson's
narratological approach?

2. Literature Review

Relying on modern linguistics, with linguistic tools and in a scientific
manner, Simpson has presented a model for the stylistic analysis of
narrative, which is based on the analysis of elements such as: textual
media, sociolinguistic code, characterization and actions and events,
characterization and point of view, textual structure and
intertextuality.

Textual media: Discusses the type of text in which the narrative is
formed, which may be poetry or prose, or even oral and local literature
(Simpson, 2019: 123-124).

- Sociolinguistic codes: These codes, using language, express
elements such as the historical, cultural, and linguistic system that
shape the narrative. These codes place the narrative in a specific time
and place by adopting linguistic forms that reflect the sociocultural
context (Simpson, 2019: 42).

- Actions and incidents, as the first component of characterization:
Actions and incidents, which are reflected in the "transitive system of
language”, while referring to different types of processes, identify
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three key components of the process: the process itself, the
participants who participate in the process, and the surrounding
elements, which are often expressed by adverbial phrases or
prepositions (Simpson, 2019: 45).

- Point of view, the second category in characterization: In
Simpson's model, the temporal, spatial, and psychological
perspectives of a narrative are examined to determine the ideological
perspective of the speaker (Simpson, 1993: 39). The concept of point
of view in the ideological field refers to the way in which a text,
through that particular ideology, presents its ideas through characters,
narrator, or author. Temporal point of view encompasses the entire set
of stylistic devices related to time, such as repetition, flashback, and
foreshadowing. Spatial point of view is actually the "camera angle" of
the narrative, and psychological point of view expresses the feelings
and thoughts of the narrator (first-person narrator or fictional
character) (Simpson, 2019: 135-139; Simpson, 1993: 11).

- Textual structure: In analyzing textual structure, the emphasis is
on the layers of narrative and how the different layers of narrative are
connected and linked.

- Intertextuality: The term intertextuality refers to the technique of
"allusion”, meaning that a narrative story cannot live in a social and
historical vacuum and is often a reflection of other texts that it has
used either in the form of implicit intertextuality or in the form of
explicit intertextuality (Simpson, 2019: 43).

3. Methodology

In the present study, the love narrative of Lily and Majnoon and their
positions in the spiritual Masnavi have been utilized from the
structural and conceptual aspects included in Paul Simpson's model
and based on six topics: textual media, sociolinguistic codes,
characterization through actions and incidents, characterization
through point of view, textual structure, and intertextuality.
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4. Results

The textual medium of the present study was six books of the spiritual
Masnavi, in which the narratives related to the positions of "Laili and
Majnoon" were evaluated. The results of the study show that the main
structural feature of Rumi's narrative in the Masnavi is the method of
"narrating a story within a story" or the technique of "narrative
avoidance™ also prevails in the narratives related to the characters of
Laili and Majnoon.

The study of the narrative of Laili and Majnoon from the
perspective of sociolinguistic codes, which usually include various
types of accent and dialect in the narrative, showed that the narrative
of "Laili and Majnoon" in the Masnavi is independent of accent and
dialect and, therefore, has a wider audience than a region or a dialect.

In the Masnavi, Rumi has made greater use of indirect
characterization; Among them, the most widely used types of
characterization of Laili and Majnoon have been their names (in the
form of real and symbolic characters, with positive and negative
concepts intended by Rumi), and their positive and negative actions on
various occasions, respectively.

The study of the spatial perspective in the narratives of Laili and
Majnoon does not show a clear story line, and the perspective from the
psychological level (which is related to the reflection of the feelings
and emotions of the reflector) is also not expressed, but the
perspective from the ideological level has been most expressed.

The analysis of the textual structure of the narratives of Laili and
Majnoon in the Masnavi shows that the narratives of Laili and
Majnoon are also expressed in different layers.

The intertextual analysis of the narrative of Laili and Majnoon in
the Masnavi shows that Rumi, continuing the use of the story of Laili
and Majnoon by Muslim mystics, has used both the entirety of the
story and its events to explain various mystical concepts. Meanwhile,
Rumi's most important use of this narrative is its use to explain the
"unity of the lover and the beloved,” which, although initially
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mentioned in the works of Ahmad Ghazali, Rumi, in the most
beautiful form of narration, elevated the excused love of Laili and
Majnoon to the level of "unity of man with God," and interpreted and
interpreted sexual and physical love as the ultimate path of human
perfection.
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