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Analysis of the Semiotic Capacities of Narrative Titles:
A Case Study of the Book Those Twenty-Three

Mohsen Akbarizadeh ™!

Abstract

the lexical, semantic, and discursive structure of a narrative’s title, as
the first threshold encountered by the reader, plays a significant role in
the reading, encoding, and discovery of the discursive and semiotic
implications of the story. Accordingly, the title is not merely a
decorative or extra textual element that can be omitted; rather, it is an
integral part of the narrative structure that, like a central signifier,
organizes other narrative elements around itself. The importance and
necessity of researching narrative titles become evident when the title
is removed from the story. This leads to reader confusion and even an
incomplete understanding of the narrative. With this premise, this
article seeks to examine the semiotic and discursive capacities of the
title in the book Those Twenty-Three, one of the most famous
narratives of resistance literature, using a descriptive-analytical
method influenced by Barthes' textual analysis in S/Z. The research
findings indicate that the title, as a sign, plays a special role in shaping
the hermeneutic and action codes of the text. The entire narrative is, in
fact, an expansion of the implicit connotations of the title through the
deferral of meaning and the creation of new actions within the text.
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The author has attempted to construct actions and enigmas through
contrasts such as youth/maturity and captivity/freedom, ultimately
revealing the full meaning of the title.

Keywords: Narration, Title, Codes, Paratext, those twenty three
people.

1.Literature Review

Previous research in the field of narrative titles has primarily focused
on the theories of Gérard Genette and Roland Barthes. Genette, in his
book Paratexts: Thresholds of Interpretation, examines various types
of titles and their functions. Barthes, in S/Z, divides the text into units
of reading and analyzes them under five codes (hermeneutic,
proairetic, semantic, symbolic, and cultural), highlighting the role of
the title in the formation of meaning. These studies demonstrate that
the title, as one of the paratexts, significantly influences the reading
and interpretation of the text.

2.Research Objectives and Questions

The main objective of this article is to examine the role of the title in
the narrative structure and to analyze its semiotic capacities in the
book Those Twenty-Three. The main research questions are:

1. How does the title, as a central signifier, organize other
narrative elements?

2. How do cultural, action, and hermeneutic codes operate in the
title Those Twenty-Three?

3. How does the title contribute to the formation of meaning and
implicit connotations in the text?

3.Hypotheses

1. The title Those Twenty-Three serves as a central signifier,
playing a key role in shaping the narrative codes.
2. The cultural, action, and hermeneutic codes in the title

contribute to creating ambiguity and suspense in the narrative.
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3. The title is an inseparable part of the narrative structure, and its
removal leads to reader confusion and an incomplete understanding of
the story.

4.Data Collection

The data for this research were collected through textual analysis of
the book Those Twenty-Three and an examination of the role of the
title in the narrative structure. The research method is descriptive-
analytical, and the theories of Barthes and Genette are used as the
theoretical framework.

5.Analysis and Discussion

The analysis of the title Those Twenty-Three reveals that it guides the
reader to discover the implicit connotations of the text by creating
ambiguity and suspense. The cultural codes in the title help the reader
uncover meaning by drawing on their knowledge of the real world.
The action codes, through contrasts such as youth/maturity and
captivity/freedom, contribute to the formation of actions and enigmas
in the narrative. As part of the hermeneutic code, the title creates
enigmas in the reader's mind that are resolved throughout the
narrative.

6.Results

The research findings indicate that the title Those Twenty-Three is not
merely a decorative element but an inseparable part of the narrative
structure. By creating ambiguity and suspense, the title guides the
reader to discover the implicit connotations of the text and plays a key
role in shaping the narrative codes. This research emphasizes that the
title, as a central signifier, organizes other narrative elements around
itself, and its removal leads to reader confusion and an incomplete
understanding of the story.
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