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Abstract
Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) views language as a form of social

practice and focuses on how social and political power relations are
reproduced through discourse. Based on Fairclough’s critical model,
this study analyzes socio-political ideologies in Ghazaleh Alizadeh’s
novel The House of Edrisis, emphasizing the meaning-making role of
archetypes. The main research questions are: How do archetypal
images of nature reinforce the implicit meanings of the novel? Which
archetypes are employed in the narrative? The findings reveal that
Alizadeh uses archetypal figures, natural imagery, colors, and animals
to express her critical ideas and to strengthen the underlying
discourses of the novel.
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1. Introduction

Two key concepts are central to the analysis: the grand narrative and
the fragmented narrative.

A grand narrative refers to a comprehensive and universal story that
embodies absolute truth, while a fragmented narrative consists of
discontinuous and multiple storylines reflecting the breakdown of
coherence in postmodern society. In The House of Edrisis, Alizadeh
replaces the grand narrative with fragmented, parallel storylines that
guide the reader through a labyrinth of interconnected tales. This
postmodern technique reflects the disintegration of modern life and
mirrors the complex social and cultural transformations of
contemporary times. The study also draws upon archetypal theory,
developed by Carl Gustav Jung, which identifies recurring symbols
and images rooted in the collective unconscious. Key archetypes
include the Anima, Animus, Shadow, Persona, Wise Old Man,
Mother, Birth and Rebirth, Trickster, and natural elements associated
with the Great Mother such as water, earth, and sun. In literary
criticism, archetypes serve as tools for interpreting deep structures of
meaning shared across cultures.

2. Research Questions

The present study addresses the following questions:

1. Which archetypal images of nature appear in the text, and how do
they reinforce its implicit meanings?

2. What similarities exist between the novel’s characters and those of
ancient myths?

3.Which archetypes are employed in constructing the narrative?

2-1. Research Method

This qualitative study is based on library research. After defining the
concepts of archetype and CDA, the research examines the archetypal
characters and symbols in The House of Edrisis, focusing on figures
such as the hero, antihero, outcast, ethereal woman, and wise old man,
as well as archetypal representations of color, natural imagery, birds,
and animals.
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3. Literature Review

Several studies have explored the use of archetypes in Persian and
world literature:

Safari and Mahmoudnejad (2006) examined archetypes in Ahmad
Shamlu’s poetry, identifying recurring images such as the Anima,
Persona, Self, and Great Mother.

Hashemi and Jafari (2011) analyzed Khosrow and Shirin by
Nezami, highlighting symbols like the hidden treasure, golden key,
and talisman as expressions of rebirth and perfection.

Khadem and Mahmoudi (2018) applied Jungian criticism to Orfi
Shirazi’s Divan, revealing his literary persona as guided by the heroic
and Anima archetypes.

Ahmadian and Farahani (2011) studied Lord of the Flies from a
psychoanalytic perspective, showing that the characters’ behaviors
stem from unconscious imbalances and social chaos.

Raeisi, Khosravi, and Atash-Souda (2018) explored archetypal
resistance in Simin Daneshvar’s Savushun, identifying motifs of
endurance and perseverance.

Despite these studies, no previous research has examined the
meaning-making function of archetypes in the fragmented narratives
of The House of Edrisis through the lens of CDA. This study therefore
represents an original contribution to the field.

4. result

Ghazaleh Alizadeh’s The House of Edrisis merges Critical Discourse
Analysis with archetypal criticism to produce a distinctly postmodern
narrative. Her characters act as symbolic archetypes rather than
individualized figures, embodying universal human experiences .By
reconstructing ancient myths within the sociopolitical context of
contemporary Iran, Alizadeh critiques patriarchy, tyranny, and the loss
of freedom. Archetypal natural imagery and color symbolism not only
enrich the aesthetic quality of the text but also serve as powerful tools
for revealing the novel’s hidden ideological meanings.
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