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Grotesque, as a stylistic approach in literature and art, is recognized
for addressing themes such as identity crises, unconventional
thoughts, and self-discovery. This style in storytelling employs bizarre
characters, integrating contradictory elements with violence, resulting
in the portrayal of distasteful and repulsive images. Mohamad Reza
Kateb's "Vaght-e Taghsir" stands out as a remarkable example within
this framework. The grotesque elements in the novel articulate
feelings and experiences that are often constrained by cultural and
ideological limitations, making expression challenging. Kateb
successfully creates a work characterized by grotesque features
through the interplay of opposing elements and diverse ideas,
including mystical concepts and the quest for truth. This study aims to
explore the grotesque components in the aforementioned novel based
on Robert Duggan's theory. Utilizing a descriptive-analytical method,
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derived from library notes, preliminary findings indicate that the
primary grotesque elements in "Vaght-e Taghsir* ranked by
significance, are ambiguity, contradiction, violent themes, cynical
humor, unconventional physical traits, and repulsive imagery.

Keywords: Novel, "Vaght-e Taghsir", Grotesque Elements, Mohamad
Reza Kateb, Robert Duggan.

1. Introduction

"Vaght-e Taghsir" the work of Mohamad Reza Kateb, narrates a
bizarre journey of spiritual contemplation intertwined with physical
tortures and violence inflicted upon philosopher characters holding
seemingly destructive thoughts within a school setting. These
intellectuals often don the garb of dissidents because their beliefs are
deemed so perilous that they struggle to express their ideas, even in
secure environments. The presence of such themes within Kateb's
novel, coupled with a lack of fundamental research analyzing the work
through the lens of grotesque literature, has motivated the authors to
investigate "Vaght-e Taghsir" via Robert Duggan's theory. This article
aims to explore the grotesque elements present in "Vaght-e Taghsir"
through the central Research Question: What are the principal
grotesque components in Mohamad Reza Kateb's novel?

2. Literature Review

Research examining the grotesque features in Persian narrative texts
has been conducted, including:

(Davoodi Moghadam, 2012) in "Grotesque in Attar's Stories"”
concluded that these tales align with the grotesque due to their dual or
multi-faceted themes, combining humorous superficial elements with
profound, enigmatic meanings. (Khadijah Heydari, 2015) in her thesis
"Grotesque in Sadeq Hedayat's Works" observed that dark and
repulsive imagery is accentuated in "Boof-e Koor" and that
extraordinary, unfamiliar situations are prevalent in stories like "Se
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Ghatre Khoon". (Karbalai Mohammad and Shabanlou, 2015) in their
comparative study of grotesque features in Sadeq Choubak and
Houshang Golshiri's works discovered similarities in grotesque
application; however, differing in quality, with Choubak focusing on
naturalism while Golshiri penetrates deeper into human tragedies in
Iranian society. (Javar and Alizadeh, 2018) examined grotesque
elements in "Khuof' by Shiva Arastowi, shedding light on the
thematic and stylistic utilization of grotesque in contemporary Persian
literature.

3. Discussion

The application of grotesque features in "Vaght-e Taghsir" presents an
intense exploration of the human condition. The novel illustrates
themes of oppression through suffering, embodying characters who
navigate the boundaries of societal norms using grotesque traits. By
creating an atmosphere saturated with both humor and horror, Kateb
facilitates an understanding of existential dilemmas and the
confrontation of unseen realities.

Kateb employs ambiguity masterfully, allowing interpretations of
the narrative to fluctuate through varied reader perceptions. The
contradictions inherent in characters and plot developments challenge
conventional morality, mirroring real-world complexities. The violent
themes accentuated in the novel act as a catalyst for change and
enlightenment, disturbing yet essential to the characters' journeys.
Moreover, Kateb's use of grotesque imagery induces reactions of both
revulsion and empathy, prompting readers to grapple with their
discomfort and seek deeper meanings. This duality in evoking
grotesque feelings is particularly significant in transcending cultural
and ideological constraints, offering a space for exploring multifaceted
identities.Here goes the text for your methodology.
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4. Results

"Vaght-e Taghsir" by Mohamad Reza Kateb exemplifies the effective
use of grotesque elements to scrutinize the intricate layers of human
consciousness and societal limitations. By integrating themes of
contradiction, violence, and repulsion with a distinctive narrative
style, Kateb invites readers to engage with complex existential
questions. Through this analysis, the research underscores the
significance of grotesque literature in revealing the often-hidden
struggles of identity and truth within the cultural landscape.

In conclusion, the study of grotesque features in "Vaght-e Taghsir"
opens pathways for further investigations into the intersections of
literature, culture, and psychology, encouraging the exploration of
narratives that challenge normative frameworks and advocate for
authenticity in the face of adversity.
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