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Abstract

The Holy Quran is a foundational religious text, replete with linguistic signs.
A key feature that distinguishes it from other texts is its strategic use of signs
as a means to access its deeper layers of meaning. Among these signs are the
numerous characters mentioned in it. The character of Adam (AS), as the
progenitor of humanity, holds a particularly significant position and has
attracted the attention of various religions, including Islam. Employing a
semiotic approach based on Philippe Hamon’s model, this study examines
the character of Prophet Adam (AS) in terms of the signifier (through
onomastics, syntactic, and rhetorical analysis), the signified (verbal and
behavioral actions, quantitative and qualitative criteria), and the levels of
character description (biological, psychological, social, and symbolic). By
analyzing the types of characters in the narrative of Adam and investigating
his signifiers, signified, and attributes, this research explores the
multifaceted dimensions of his character in the Quranic narrative from
Hamon’s semiotic perspective. It demonstrates that the name and attributes
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of Adam are in perfect alignment with his role within the narrative. As this
research analyzes the character of Adam in the Holy Quran based on
Hamon’s semiotic theory of character, and given the intrinsic link between
semiotics and Quranic exegesis, it can be asserted that by revealing the
hidden dimensions of Adam’s character and elucidating its nature, this study
contributes to a deeper understanding and appreciation of the Quran’s
subtleties and nuances.

Keywords: The Holy Quran, Semiotics, Character, Adam, Philippe Hamon.

1. Introduction
Semiotics is a modern field of knowledge that has found its place
across all disciplines, including religious studies. This science
examines the signifier, the signified, and the signification of words
within various contexts. One scholar who applied the principles of
semiotics to the element of character is the French semiotician,
Philippe Hamon. In an article titled "Pour un statut sémiologique du
personnage” ("Towards a Semiotic Status of the Character”), he
presented his views on the semiotics of character. He established a
theory of character semiotics in which a textual character is
semiotically analyzed from various aspects, such as character types,
the signified of character, levels of character description, and the
signifier of character. One of the prophets emphasized in the Quran is
Prophet Adam. As the starting point of human creation, he holds
significance in various religions, as well as in Islam and the Quran.
Therefore, this research studies the character of Prophet Adam
through a semiotic approach derived from Philippe Hamon's model,
examining the signifier (onomastics, syntactic and rhetorical analysis),
the signified (verbal and behavioral acts, quantitative and qualitative
criteria), and the levels of character description (biological,
psychological, social, and symbolic). Thus, the semiotic process of
Prophet Adam is thoroughly investigated.

Based on the above, the present study seeks to answer the
following questions: According to Philippe Hamon's theory, what are
the types of characters in the narrative of Prophet Adam in the Holy
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Quran, and how do they function? Based on this theory, how are the
signifier, the signified, and the levels of description of Prophet Adam's
character manifested in the Holy Quran?

2. Literature Review

Some Quranic research has been conducted with a semiotic or
character analysis approach, particularly applying Philippe Hamon's
theory. Examples include "The Semiotic Structure of the Character of
Lady Mary in the Holy Quran" by Tahernia and Heydari (2014) and
the article "Literary Semiotics of the Character of Pharaoh in the Holy
Quran" by Mohammad Ali Ameri, Ali Bagher Tahernia, and
Masoumeh Shabestari (2016). Regarding the research background,
while some studies have employed Hamon's theory in the context of
the Quran, no research has yet adopted a semiotic character approach
to study Prophet Adam—despite his paramount importance as the first
prophet and the first human being introduced in the Quran. Thus, this
study possesses an innovative aspect. The current research attempts to
examine his character from new perspectives based on Hamon's
model, aiming to reveal new dimensions of Quranic concepts through
semiotic knowledge.

3. Methodology

This research employs a descriptive-analytical approach (content
analysis) within the interpretive paradigm. The data collection method
is documentary and library-based.

4. Results

. Based on Philippe Hamon's theory, all referential characters in
the Adam narrative in the Quran are religious figures. Given the
Quran's accuracy in recounting past events, they are also considered
historical characters.

. Since the author and the narrator in the Holy Quran are one
and the same, God's presence as the author is evident in numerous
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verses, such as when addressing Adam and engaging in dialogue with
him. Conversely, addressing the reader using the vocative
particle "ya" (O) or second-person pronouns like "antum™ (you), as
well as posing questions to the reader, indicates a position the author
assigns to the audience.

. By using terms like "Bani Adam" (Children of Adam), which
alludes to humanity's origins, the author references their past, once
again affording Adam the role of the father of humankind.
Simultaneously, the initial events that befell humanity are also
referenced.

. Based on the meanings associated with Adam, a correlation
between his name and his narrative function in the Holy Quran can be
identified in two aspects. The first is Adam's derivation from "adim
al-ard" (the surface of the earth). Since the Quran states that Adam
was created from clay and soil, a clear correspondence exists between
the name Adam and his narrative function in the Holy Quran. The
second, more indirect association, is the derivation
from "udmah" (affection and mixing), referring to Adam being
blended from various elements and forces during creation—a notion
also hinted at in Quranic verses describing the intertwining of Adam's
components during his creation. Furthermore, the frequent use of
Adam in the active grammatical role may indicate his numerous
actions within the narrative, highlighting his direct activity and role in
the narrative process. The rhetorical aspect of the name Adam
signifies the Quran's portrayal of him as the initiator and father of
humankind, emphasizing humanity's exalted status (the noblest of
creation) before God.

. Most of Prophet Adam's verbal acts were performed jointly
with Eve, which may underscore the significance of Eve's role in
Adam's narrative. Their speech acts, on both occasions, involved
supplication and seeking forgiveness from God, demonstrating their
humility before God Almighty. On the other hand, Adam's behavioral
acts are often mentioned in singular form, and most narratives focus
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on his disobedience to God's command. An examination of the
information sources about the characters reveals that most information
about Adam's character is provided indirectly by the author and the
first-person narrator of Adam's story—God. In some verses,
information is conveyed through Satan, and rarely does Adam himself
provide details about his character to the reader.

. At the levels describing Adam's character, the narrator—who
iIs God—is most often the descriptor. In some instances, Satan
describes Adam. The narrative of Adam describes his external,
psychological, social, and symbolic dimensions.

Given that this research investigates and analyzes the character of
Adam in the Holy Quran based on Philippe Hamon's semiotic theory
of character, and considering the connection between semiotics and
Quranic exegesis, it can be stated that this study, by elucidating the
hidden dimensions of Adam's character and revealing it’s how and
what, can contribute to a deeper understanding and appreciation of the
subtleties and nuances of the Quran.
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Table 1: Syntactic Role of the Name 'Adam'’
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Table 3: Adam's Behavioral Acts
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Table 4: Qualitative Criteria for Adam's Character
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Table 5: Levels of Character Description for Adam
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