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Abstract

This article is conducted using a discursive semiotics approach based
on corporeal research methodology. The main issue of this research is
to investigate how the Existential Crisis of Presence is created within
the narrative system of Jean-Paul Sartre's story "The Wall," and how
meaning is produced in the narrative context of this story. The
discursive system of this story is neither linear nor action-based,;
rather, it relies on turbulence, as the axis of the existential discursive
system is turbulence and presence. The study demonstrates how an
"event" creates a discontinuity in the subject's daily life, and how this
discontinuity, through the existential process, affects the existential
Subject, leading to a Deficiency of Meaning. Ultimately, this
Deficiency of Meaning results in the negation of the former Dasein
and a transcendent movement.
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1. Introduction

Jean-Paul Sartre’s short story, "The Wall", is a profound expression of
Existentialist thought, focusing on the psychological and spiritual
transformation of Pablo, a political prisoner awaiting execution. The
narrative is defined by an intense internal crisis rather than a sequence
of external events, making traditional action-based narratology models
insufficient for a comprehensive analysis.

This study proposes an analysis using Existential Discursive Semiotics
to explore the non-linear, internal dynamics of the story.

The primary research question is: How is the Existential Crisis of
Presence generated within the narrative structure of "The Wall," and
how does this process govern the production and collapse of meaning
for the subject, Pablo?

The novelty of this research lies in its application of the existential
framework to demonstrate that the creation of meaning in Sartre's text
is not fixed but is entirely dependent on the volatile conditions of
Presence experienced by the subject at any given moment.

2. Methodology

This article employs a Discursive Semiotics approach, utilizing
existential Semiotics (based on the works of Greimas, Fontanille, and
Shairi) as its theoretical framework. The research method is Corporeal
Textual Analysis, focusing on the literary corpus of “The Wall."

The existential model posits that the core of the existential narrative
lies in turbulence and presence, rather than logical action. This
methodology allows the analysis to move beyond rational structures to
investigate the affective (sensory) and perceptual relationships that
define Pablo's transformation.

Particular attention is paid to the role of the body as the initial site of
the crisis and the semiotic function of Modal Verbs that support
Pablo’s final, transcendent choice.
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3. Analysis
The analysis reveals a profound shift in Pablo’s status from an action-
based agent to an Existential Subject.

3.1. The Crisis of Non-Being and Deficiency of Meaning

Pablo's condemnation (The Event) triggers a fundamental
Discontinuity, resulting in the decay of his prior Dasein (Being-in-the-
world). All former values lose their semantic value. This is the state of
Deficiency of Meaning. The narrative emphasizes this internal void,
where Pablo notes that looking at the sky, which once evoked rich
memories, now evokes nothing. This represents the initial Negation of
his former self.

3.2. Somatic Alienation and Transcendent Choice

The existential crisis is intensely somatic. Pablo's body becomes an
alienated object, evidenced by his realization of excessive sweating—
a sign that the existential terror precedes his cognitive understanding.
This signifies a profound split between the thinking subject and the
alienated body.

This phase culminates in the ultimate free choice (a key Sartrean
principle). When confronted with betrayal or execution, Pablo chooses
death, embracing his Transcendence. His decision to give a false
address for his comrade is not driven by loyalty, but by a pure,
idealistic Ethic that transcends rational self-preservation. This moment
represents a temporary Sufficiency of Meaning and the negation of his
former Dasein.

3.3. The Triumph of Absurdity

The story's climax demonstrates the crushing force of Absurdity
against human freedom. By a cruel twist of fate (random chance), the
false hiding place Pablo named turns out to be Gris's actual location.
Pablo's ethical, conscious, and transcendent act is instantly nullified
by the chaotic, indifferent universe.
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This event forces the Existential Subject into a deeper Deficiency
of Meaning. He is overwhelmed by the heavy burden of existence,
symbolized by the final image of him simultaneously laughing
(mocking the universe) and crying (grieving the futility of his choice).
The ultimate absurdity negates his sacrifice.

4. Conclusion

This research confirms that the narrative processes in Sartre's "The
Wall" are governed by existential principles. The existential
framework successfully traced the Existential Subject's non-linear
journey from a structured state of Being (Assertif), through the
Deficiency of Meaning, to an Existential Choice (Transcendence),
only to be violently returned to a renewed and deeper state of
Deficiency by the ultimate arbitrary force of the world.

The novelty of this study lies in explicitly demonstrating that Pablo's
fate is not the result of a chain of events, but a continuous
confrontation with Presence and Negation, proving that the meaning
of the existence is constantly under threat from the inherent absurdity
and randomness of the world.
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2. Discontinuité
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4. Dasein

5. EeroTarasti

6. Négatif

7. Assertif

8. Existentialiste

9. Présence crise

10. Tensif

11. Discours existentiel
12. Fontanille, Jacques
13. Sémiotique discursive
14. Ferdinand de Saussure
15. Hjelmslev

16. Objet de valeur

17. LandowskKi

18. Claude Bermon

19. Maurice Merleau-Ponty
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