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Abstract

The research focuses on the mystical experiences of Ibrahim Adham
as described in Attar's narrative, analyzing how these experiences
transformed his life. A semiotic-semantic approach is used to
understand the meaning created in this discourse, and it is found that
the existential and being systems play a significant role. Many of these
spiritual experiences are brief in nature, but the process leading up to
them and their occurrence are part of a system of events, often
influenced by God's grace. These experiences are unpredictable and
expressed using momentary discourse expressions. The narrative
reveals how the mystic changed his life path after a mystical
experience, dedicating himself to austerity and worship and
abandoning his position as a king even in the most challenging
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circumstances. This transformation is narrated through the discourse
in the existential system, as the protagonist strives to establish a
permanent spiritual place by renouncing all worldly ties and
embracing a broader and simpler world that aligns with an enhanced
sense of self and a newfound identity after the mystical experience.
Keywords: lbrahim  Adham, mystical experience, Shavesh
(becoming), Bovesh (being), semio-semantics, Attar.

1. Introduction

Mystical experience constitutes one of the central dimensions of
Islamic mysticism and is commonly described as a direct and
immediate encounter with divine reality. Unlike rational or discursive
knowledge, mystical knowledge is characterized by immediacy and
non-mediated perception. It arises when the mystic transcends the
limitations of ordinary perception and experiences a deeper level of
awareness of God, being, and existence.

In many mystical traditions, this experience involves a
transformation of the self. The mystic gradually abandons attachment
to the material world and moves toward spiritual realization. At its
highest level, this process culminates in the state known in Islamic
mysticism as fana’ (annihilation in God), where the individual self
dissolves in the presence of the Absolute. At lower levels, mystical
experience may appear as spiritual states, illuminations, or moments
of unveiling that disclose hidden aspects of reality.

William James, in his classic work The Varieties of Religious
Experience, identifies several defining characteristics of mystical
experience. According to him, mystical states are typically ineffable,
meaning they cannot be fully expressed in ordinary language, and they
possess a noetic quality, conveying a sense of deep knowledge or
insight. These experiences are also transient and often occur passively,
as they are not fully controlled by the individual but rather received
unexpectedly.
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Within Persian mystical literature, such experiences are frequently
represented through narrative forms. Farid al-Din Attar’s Tadhkirat al-
Awliya” is one of the most influential works in this tradition,
presenting the lives and spiritual journeys of prominent Sufi saints.
Among these figures, Ibrahim Adham occupies a distinctive place. His
narrative portrays a dramatic transformation from royal authority to
spiritual poverty and ascetic devotion.

This study examines how Ibrahim Adham’s mystical experiences
are represented in Attar’s narrative through a semio-semantic
framework. In particular, it explores how meaning is constructed
through the interaction of two discursive regimes: shavesh (becoming)
and bovesh (being).

2. Literature Review

Research on mystical experience has been conducted from
philosophical, psychological, and literary perspectives. Philosophical
and phenomenological studies have often focused on the universal
characteristics of mystical experience and its epistemological
implications. Scholars such as William James emphasize the
experiential nature of mysticism and its role in producing forms of
knowledge that transcend ordinary rational discourse.

In the field of Persian literary studies, numerous works have
examined Attar’s writings, particularly Tadhkirat al-Awliya’ , as an
important source for understanding Sufi spirituality and the lives of
early mystics. These studies generally focus on historical context,
spiritual teachings, and narrative motifs present in the text.

However, fewer studies have applied a semio-semantic approach to
Attar’s narratives. Traditional structuralist semiotics tends to
emphasize stable sign systems and binary oppositions, which may not
fully capture the dynamic and experiential aspects of mystical
narratives. A semio-semantic perspective, by contrast, focuses on the
processes through which meaning emerges in discourse.
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Within this framework, the concepts of becoming and being offer a
useful analytical model. Becoming refers to the emergence of meaning
through transformative events and experiences, while being refers to
the stabilization of meaning through continuity and practice. Applying
these concepts to Attar’s narrative makes it possible to analyze how
mystical experience functions as both a moment of transformation and
a process of identity formation.

3. Methodology

This study employs a qualitative semio-semantic analysis of the
narrative of Ibrahim Adham in Tadhkirat al-Awliya’ . The text is
examined as a discursive system in which meaning is produced
through narrative events, symbolic expressions, and transformations
of the subject.

The analysis focuses on two primary conceptual regimes:

Shavesh (Becoming):

This regime refers to the eventive emergence of meaning through
sudden and transformative experiences. In mystical narratives, these
moments often appear as unexpected encounters or revelations that
disrupt the subject’s ordinary life and initiate spiritual change.

Bovesh (Being):

This regime refers to the stabilization of meaning after the
transformative event. Here, the mystic’s new identity becomes
consolidated through continuous spiritual practice, including
asceticism, devotion, and ethical discipline.

By identifying narrative episodes that correspond to these two
regimes, the study investigates how mystical experience is structured
and interpreted within Attar’s narrative.
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4. Analysis

The narrative of Ibrahim Adham in Tadhkirat al-Awliya’ reveals a
clear movement between the regimes of becoming and being. The
initial phase of the narrative is dominated by the regime of becoming,
where sudden mystical experiences disrupt the continuity of Ibrahim’s
royal life.

These experiences often appear as unexpected events that challenge
his perception of reality and reveal the vanity of worldly power,
Through such moments of insight, Ibrahim becomes aware of a deeper
spiritual truth that compels him to abandon his royal position and seek
a life devoted to God.

From a semio-semantic perspective, these moments function as
eventive turning points that generate new meaning and initiate a
transformation of identity. The narrative emphasizes their sudden and
unpredictable nature, highlighting the role of divine grace in the
emergence of mystical experience.

Following these transformative events, the narrative gradually
shifts toward the regime of being. In this stage, Ibrahim Adham’s new
spiritual orientation becomes stabilized through sustained practice. He
embraces poverty, ascetic discipline, and constant devotion, thereby
consolidating the meaning generated by his earlier experiences.

The narrative structure thus reflects a progression from momentary
experience to enduring spiritual identity. Mystical events initiate the
transformation, while continued spiritual practice ensures the
permanence of that transformation.

Meaning in Attar’s narrative therefore emerges through the
interaction between these two regimes. Becoming introduces change
and transformation, while being stabilizes and preserves the newly
established spiritual identity.

5. Conclusion
At the outset, the discourse of “worldly dominion” and “royal
sovereignty” represents the possession of material and conventional
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values. Through repeated signs interpreted as divine grace, Ibrahim
Adham gradually perceives these values as empty and adopts a
negative stance toward the causal logic of the material world. A
transitional stage of reflection, bewilderment, and sorrow prepares the
ground for mystical perception.

With the emergence of becoming (shavesh), sensory and intuitive
experiences transform the subject’s relation to reality and create an
aesthetic rupture in the narrative. This transformation leads to being
(bovesh), where the mystic seeks to stabilize the fleeting moment of
mystical experience through sustained spiritual orientation.

Episodes such as the repeated unveiling following his expulsion
from the mosque illustrate the simultaneity of intuitive and existential
experience. Ultimately, the transcendent self unites inner and outer
realities, dissolving worldly distinctions and revealing a unified
spiritual existence.
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21. imperfection
22. There-being
23. transcendence
24. affirmation

25. semiosphere
26.Value system
27. Discourse

28. aspect

29. Punctual aspect
30. Imaginary body
31. modalities

32. Corps proper
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33. intensity
34, extensity
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