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Abstract

With the emergence of modernist approaches and their entry into
contemporary fiction literature, writers have addressed their new
ontological narrative of fiction and have gradually distanced
themselves from the classical and linear narrative of previous decades.
In the rhizomatic approach, the non-linear context, fluid and multiple
experience replaces the ideas oriented towards the unified, single-
rooted and focused whole. The ruling thought of the novel "When a
Man Thinks" by Khowla Al-Qazvini is of a rhizome type that
organizes a network of mutual affairs by breaking the spaces and lines
of tree thinking. The tireless and spontaneous spirit of the first
character of the novel (Mohammed) can be proved by rhizomatic
reading. This article tries to analyze the applicability of the rhizomatic
approach to the mentioned novel with descriptive analytical method.
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Since the rhizomatic approach provides an opportunity to analyze
postmodernist novels and is very effective on the reader's
understanding of the novel, the necessity of conducting this research
becomes important. Deleuze's rhizomatic approach with its related
components such as deauthorization of the subject, becoming,
deterritorialization and territorialization has the ability to adapt to the
mentioned novel. One of the most important findings of the current
research is that the novel does not follow a hierarchical structure and
that it has the characteristics of a postmodern novel, such as the lack
of internal stability of the story, irregular structure, and rule
avoidance. Khowla presents Muhammad as a nomadic and always
"becoming™ person who hates to stay in one place.

Key Words: rhizomatic, Gilles Deleuze, "becoming”, Khawla al-
Qazwini, Novel "When a Man Thinks".

In Deleuze's view, the tree represents "being” and the rhizome
symbolizes "becoming.” Moreover, in this view, "becoming” plays a
key role and negates unity and similarity. Deleuze's rhizomatic model
is flexible and escapes purposive, structuralist controls. Today, with
the development of social networks, social actions have become
horizontal, rhizome-like, and intertwined. Looking at the characters of
postmodern stories, we can find two philosophical terms: tree-like and
rhizome, and they can be used to explain the disidentity of the
characters in various stories. Deleuze's rhizomatic approach prompted
the authors of the present study to examine the applicability of this
theory to the novel "When Man Thinks" by Khawla Al-Qazwini,
following a distinctive reading, and to analyze the trajectory of
"becoming™ in it. The rhizomatic idea that dominates this novel, as
well as its tendency towards dynamism, are among the motivations for
selecting the aforementioned novel. The events of this novel have the
ability to be linked to each other. This novel is a rhizome-like work
with different and related entrances. From any point, one can penetrate
into undifferentiated points with different entrances. By innovatively
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utilizing and combining the fluid flow of the mind, the free indirect
speech style, the internal monologue, the implementation of a non-
linear and cyclical plot, the collage-like treatment of characters, the
depiction of the story's location in a non-topological manner and the
story's time in a non-calendar manner, and finally, creating a fluid
form and structure in the narrative of the aforementioned novel,
Khawla Al-Qazwini has provided the possibility of a rhizomatic
reading of the novel. This descriptive-analytical study, based on the
assumption that the novel "When a Man Thinks" has the capacity for
Deleuze's rhizomatic reading through its artificial and suggestive
structure, attempts to explain each of the principles of this approach in
the aforementioned novel and the power of Khawla's writing in this
type of writing style, in addition to introducing Deleuze's rhizomatic
theory, and to answer the following questions:

- What role does rhizomatic reading play in introducing the
characters of this novel, their moods, and the reader's understanding?

-What is the use of "becoming,” as one of the most important
features of rhizomatic thinking, in the aforementioned novel?

In the novel When Man Thinks, Deleuze's rhizome thinking is
represented. "Mohammed" as a nomadic individual who hates "being"
is always "becoming,” and this requires rapid movement and not
taking root. "Mohammed" becomes a member of those around him
through his connection with them, without any interference or control,
and seeks diversity and dynamism, migrating as conditions change
(the principle of connectivity and heterogeneity). "Mohammed” is like
a moving rhizome. It is impossible to know its beginning and end.
Therefore, no knot or dead end or stagnation can be found in him.
Through his connection with multiple and plural individuals,
"Muhammad" begins to de-territorialize and change his location and
nature (the principle of plurality and de-territorialization).
"Mohammed's" movement and dynamism are due to his nomadic
nature. He adapts himself to various conditions by moving to different
places. He is tenacious and, if defeated, like a rhizome, he starts
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moving again in another direction (the principle of discontinuity).
"Mohammed" does not adhere to any model or structure and is not a
follower or continuation of a recurring model, but rather is a map itself
that is open in all directions and dimensions (the principle of mapping
and mirroring). The rhizomatic reading reveals the fact that the first
character of the novel "When a Man Thinks", namely "Muhammad",
became more capable of adapting his individual circumstances to the
environment through the principle of multiplicity, and this led to the
production of a new map. Through the principle of non-significant
discontinuity, "Mohammed" has obtained useful and valuable
information to advance his goals, which reflects his curiosity.
rhizomatic reading is actually a very suitable model for "Mohammed"
in achieving creativity and creating connection and communication. In
addition, the implementation of the rhizomatic model led to the
creation of multiple, accidental, and endless relationships, as well as
the development of creative thinking and critical thinking in
"Muhammad" to a very high level. By embarking on the path of
"becoming,” "Mohammed" developed his potential talents. Instead of
wasting a lot of time in vain and deviating from the main path of life,
he chose the right path and, as a useful person for society, made a
positive impact on sustainable growth and development.
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