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Abstract

Stylistics in literature deals with the scientific study of style in literary
works. Style refers to a set of distinguishing lingual, literary and
intellectual features, and personal style means the special style of a
poet or author that distinguishes his works from any other poet or
author. This research focuses on examining one of the literary features
of Saadi’s personal style, which is manifested in his stories, that is,
self-criticism, and has explained its examples in Bustan and Golestan.
In the field of narration and storytelling, we come across various
examples in which Saadi has placed himself in the position of a
negative character that has some flaws and shortcomings. In these
cases, he reminds the audience of these faults and defects and warns
them of such defects by being blamed by himself or another character
in the story. Besides explaining these cases, the analysis of lingual
reflections and intellectual functions of this feature are among the
goals of this research. The method of conducting this research is
descriptive-analytical according to the requirements of its subject, and
its findings show that self-criticism facilitates the acceptance of the
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narrative and its messages and increases the number of audiences by
creating empathy between the audience and the poet or author. These
positive consequences have been clearly achieved in Saadi’s narrative
works.

Keywords: Self-criticism, Narrative, Personal Style, Stylistics, Saadi.

1. Introduction

Stylistics in literature deals with the scientific study of style in literary
works. Style refers to a set of distinguishing lingual, literary and
intellectual features, and personal style means the special style of a
poet or author that distinguishes his works from any other poet or
author. This research focuses on examining one of the literary features
of Saadi’s personal style, which is manifested in his stories, that is,
self-criticism, and has explained its examples in Bustan and Golestan.
The main questions of this research are designed as follows: 1. How
has the self-critisism of Saadi formed his personal style in Golestan?
2. What are its reflections in different dimensions of his style?

2. Literature Review

Numerous studies have been conducted on Saadi’s personal style. A
closer look at these studies shows that each of them has focused on a
specific dimension or level of stylistic knowledge or on one of Saadi’s
works.

By examining previous studies in this field, it becomes clear that
previous researchers have listed the specific use of verbs, pronouns,
and prepositions (Mohammadi, 2015, p. 335), the use of some Pahlavi
words in Golestan (Goodarzi, 2015, pp. 30-33), the use of special
functions and structures of the inflection (Bozorgi & Tajbakhsh, 2021,
p. 835), highlighting through word repetition in Boostan (Rezaei,
2008, pp. 71-72), and the use of “ra” for narration in Golestan (Mastali
Parsa & Bashiri Zirmanloo, 2009, pp. 6-8) as characteristics of Saadi’s
personal style. These studies mainly focus on the linguistic level and
in a few cases on the literary level. They also do not show a clear link
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and the way of interaction between the three stylistic dimensions. In
the present study, we focus on one of the characteristics of the literary
dimension of Saadi’s personal style and also explain its relationship
with other levels.

3. Methodology

The method of conducting this research, considering the requirements
of its subject, is descriptive-analytical, because it deals with both
expressing the course of the stories and analyzing the studied feature
in the aforementioned narratives. The sources used in this research
have been collected through library method.

4. Results

Since self-criticism in narrative is either absent or minimal in the
works of other poets and writers, but Saadi has repeatedly used this
technique, this feature can be considered distinctive and one of the
components of his personal style.

Saadi, in his works, in addition to reflecting the general
characteristics of the Iragi style along with some of the characteristics
of the Khorasani style and therefore having a periodical or group style,
also has the necessary individuality to have a personal style.

The feature analyzed in this research is a subset of the literary level
of style; because it is basically related to the processing of personality
as one of the elements of the story. In fact, by using his own life
experiences and using them as a basis for processing negative and
criticized personalities or characters in numerous narratives, Saadi has
broken the conventional method of his predecessors and through this
ground-breaking, he has established a new type of narrative.

In addition, the aforementioned feature is also linked to other
dimensions of the concept of style. In fact, the existence of this feature
has left its manifestations in other levels of style as well.

The ideas behind the use of self-criticism technique have led Saadi
to use it. These ideas are related to the functions of the aforementioned
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technique. Saadi has had goals in mind for writing his works as he
himself has pointed out. His ultimate intention has been to leave a
trace in the world because this life is not eternal. Therefore, Saadi’s
main goals are focused on the audience.

The use of self-criticism is also related to this idea; because the
functions of this technique are such that by creating empathy between
the audience and the poet or writer, it facilitates and deepens the
acceptance of the narrative and its messages and also broadens the
circle of the audience.

The reason for this is that the audience, consciously or
unconsciously, feels or realizes that the poet or writer does not
consider himself a superhuman being and is not free from mistakes
and errors, and like themselves, he sometimes falls prey to these
human shortcomings.

Therefore, by lowering his level in some of his narratives, Saadi
instills in them that every person may sometimes make mistakes; but
the important point is to learn from one’s own mistakes and those of
others and to try to elevate humanity in oneself by avoiding repeating
them.
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