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Examining the structure and semantic functions of love
in Biddle's sonnet based on John Searle's theory of
speech acts

Maryam Zarif!, Nasrin Fagih Malek-Marzban*?

Abstract

The concept of love in the various propositions of Bidel’s poetry has
been allocated diverse speech acts, powers, and purposes. To obtain
the speech acts of romantic propositions, according to Chrisy
Morgan’s table, 339 sonnet have been randomly and systematically
selected as the statistical population. The research model of this study
is based on one hand on Searle’s five-fold speech acts and, and the
other hand, on the secondary purposes of propositions (based on the
science of meanings), focusing on propositions that express the
concept of love. According to Searle’s speech act theory, the syntactic
structure of news, question, and command in sentences was
determined, and by aligning it with the function of propositions, which
Searle believes are respectively description, question, and command,
an attempt was made to determine the goals of the acts, the direction
of text compliance, and the conditions of truth for each. The results of
this research indicate that the romantic propositions of Bidel’s sonnet
in the news structures, with emotional speech acts, have been used for
purposes such as boasting, sorrow and regret, reproach, praise,
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astonishment, and expressing affection. Assertive speech acts have
been used for purposes such as exaggeration and magnification,
encouragement and motivation, negation and denial, attracting the
attention of the audience, and impact and regret. The imperative
structure often has a non-imperative function and has been used with
imperative acts and purposes such as: sanctifying, honoring and
respecting, warning and cautioning. Finally, the interrogative structure
indirectly emphasizes intentional objectives such as denial, regret,
reproach, and praise.

Keywords: Bidels sonnet. Searle. Meaning. Illocutionary. Love

Extended Abstract
Love is one of the most fundamental and complex concepts in Persian
literature, consistently occupying a prominent place in traditional
sonnet, particularly in the works of distinguished poets such as Bidel
Dehlavi. Bidel, as one of the late poets of the 11th century AH,
skillfully conveys his mystical, philosophical, and emotional
experiences to the audience through linguistic imagery, artistic
combinations, and semantic richness in his sonnet. In Bidel’s poetry,
love is not merely a personal feeling or mental experience; rather, it
constitutes a multi-layered linguistic structure that facilitates
interaction between the poet and the audience. This interaction is
shaped through careful selection of words, the musical arrangement of
verses, metaphors, puns, and subtle allusions. Studying and analyzing
the structure and semantic functions of love in Bidel’s sonnet not only
provides a deeper understanding of his linguistic and artistic features
but also demonstrates how the poet employs emotional and mystical
concepts to communicate human and existential experiences, thereby
establishing love as a linguistic, philosophical, and cultural category
in Persian poetry.

The primary aim of this study is to analyze the structure and
semantic functions of love in Bidel’s sonnet using John Searle’s
speech act theory. This theory is based on the principle that language
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is not merely a tool for transmitting information but a means for
performing actions and effecting change in the world and the mind of
the listener. From this perspective, love in Bidel’s sonnet can be
analyzed as a performative concept, operating through various types
of speech acts, including assertive, directive, and commissive acts.
Assertive acts primarily convey and describe the poet’s inner feelings
and states, directive acts invite the audience to reflection, response, or
contemplation, and commissive acts indicate the poet’s intention to
establish a semantic and emotional connection with the audience. This
study posits that love in Bidel’s sonnet is not merely an individual
emotional experience but a complex linguistic instrument through
which the poet conveys mystical, philosophical, and social messages,
establishing a dynamic relationship between meaning and linguistic
structure. The central research questions include identifying the
linguistic structures of love, analyzing the types of related speech acts,
and examining the role of these acts in transmitting layered meanings
and producing emotional and philosophical effects on the audience.

The research employs a descriptive-analytical method grounded in
John Searle’s theoretical framework. The data comprise a selected
corpus of Bidel’s sonnet in which love constitutes the central theme of
meaning and poetic structure. In the first phase, semantic content
analysis was used to identify words, expressions, and images
associated with love. Subsequently, these semantic elements were
categorized and analyzed as speech acts. Analyzing these speech acts
allows for an examination of how the poet employs language to
perform diverse functions, including expressing emotional states,
guiding the audience’s mind, creating interaction, and emphasizing
mystical concepts. Furthermore, structural and semantic analysis
demonstrates that love in Bidel’s sonnet, through the use of metaphor,
ambiguity, allusion, and other literary devices, reflects complex
notions such as annihilation and continuity, human experience, and the
relationship with existence, which are conveyed to the audience via
diverse speech acts.
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The findings indicate that love in Bidel’s sonnet exhibits a multi-
layered and complex structure with multiple semantic roles. On one
hand, as an assertive act, love reflects the poet’s inner states and
enables the audience to grasp his mystical and emotional experiences.
On the other hand, commissive and directive acts associated with love
reveal that the poet uses this linguistic tool to guide the audience’s
reactions and involve them in the process of semantic and experiential
understanding. In these sonnet, love transcends personal emotion and
addresses existential, ethical, and human concerns on a philosophical
and mystical level. In other words, in Bidel’s works, love functions
both as an aesthetic medium and as a tool for conveying profound
philosophical and mystical concepts. The analysis of speech acts in
this study demonstrates how love can engage the audience in a
multifaceted experience of emotion, knowledge, and mysticism,
establishing a dynamic relationship among the poet, language, and
meaning. These findings not only contribute to a deeper understanding
of Bidel’s poetry but also provide a model for applied linguistics
studies and semantic analysis of complex concepts in literary texts,
highlighting the efficacy of speech act analysis as a precise and
practical method for identifying linguistic and semantic functions in
Persian literature.
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Figure 1. Frequency of Employing Expressive Speech Acts for Various
Illocutionary Acts.
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Figure 2. Frequency of Employing assertiv Speech Acts for Various
Illocutionary Acts.
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Figure 3. Frequency of Employing directives Speech Acts for
Various Illocutionary Acts.
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Figure 4: Frequency of the Use of Love Across Different Syntactic
Structures

dax OV (Gle sl daz Q) Ols 3l el esls LG T lsgad j3 aSOLs

gl as Jw Ry ol il e e VY (g el e YT (g s
,u\w,)tsgqu,:é\ﬁdﬁéuu@gww%;q;\‘ﬁsa&uw
dojs Yol ey S e 6503 ealie gl a5l 2 gl i
.xlmiz#,mb&f\;;,ls“);/vj.\;)bm&dﬂbgﬁ,lséf\éuw
3L plades VU doys jpam oS e 4 pl 4 YU LT

Soolls ool sl 350> b Jlbadé s i o el o S0l oy

05 &S ealie g 555 Ol Slaedidy lag S5, a4 lhe o ol Lol Jled

Y¥Y



ar 5 iy b e wdde J38 0 Ghe plae slas SIS 5 Sl )

e BLES o [ 583 0555 & Ly Ol S e o0 0355 n 5505, LOT L S5
b 28 s BB ess d s 3 gl Gladlex 58 S e SHL A 0L L
56 s sl 355 Ogoly B 4 s lE S Aase 0L ladlas
L oS Lo cpds a3 0L olr 5 oy 5 S e Ll oS ctas_o 0li ST,
oy 5l 8 Sbaaher b 5 Ll oo 13 Canyn oy (S 1) Chbie (g ol ladkarr

o O
Slslle 5 b o a1y e §absm e 5o Jiy o ol OLE s ol

el 03 S Ol s b oS 5 s oS (S slite (g o
el a3l [y el Olsee VL il (512l 4 ible 65l gla S
a3 sl gl 3 3 L;umu,umbgrx;\ st 5 S O 5 2
L s ol SILE g e ol ks ool 3 8 e ool s Al
Sl 6553 Gla s 8 Sl D dins 1l S el (25 e S
a5 B 3l ge aham il 23550 B8 4 e Ol ol 4, JBa sl L5 oS
SIS ST b aiS pad 5 L K3 G b oS e Oz cSmlad e cnl 5o
5 os 5 2l GV ol Gadas 338 e n B2 4 S ke s
S sl 03ls 5 Jie g Sl s (1SSl ol en aidls b sl dmas

sl o sk Ol 2B VL 5 s 2 3 58 s
5 BE el e s UES el )l 18 pss s 53 el )i sla S

Qw\f}f.k.:su;bjjvl};)&;\jd.ucuﬁpjjdiﬂ;&@&)f

Yy



VEOF Olen 5 3l A Lt A& Jle elii iy delilsigs M

S0l e oo s 8 Ol Q-U?VSLSJJ oS s s
sl iy S84 s 5 (3LSL Ol s e (gLl el

(..SJAQ Cawd Lf’é‘fé"ﬁdlt‘” slas S, 51 6ol J\M@J@jk ol s

ALl pl el sl 255 e Glae S 55 oS Sl glager O 5l 8 oS

aS MJ@ oS JZJAJJ“.’ U‘—" )‘ a.a\AT Cewd @ GLU Ao JSJ cduﬁ u.:\ Cod gl

el i OF (g g2 bl 5 0L

\AC-&}J&:

. Austin Jane Langshaw
. illocutionary point

. direction of fit between words and the world
. the sincerity condetion
. assertive

. directives

. Commissive

. expressive

. declarations

. illocutionary act

. illocutionary verb

. illocutionary force

. illocutionary point

. expressive

. assertiv

. directives

O© 0O ~NO OB~ WDN -

el e N e el
OO WNREO

mbe
plo ol mdas 1 saY . Jls ks s oy spin ny//;L (G .C.'C&ljﬂ,;\j

Yt



ar 5 iy b e wdde J38 0 Ghe plae slas SIS 5 Sl )

S dedems dex Lo ot 0 0 e bocsls ((YYAY) O Y
ol 08 Dl e Sle 3L 5 okl g

(o bl 0l el Rl s T Ol st (VYY) .C‘djj Gl 5 ez o5

2 AT L) i Bk AL ek Abiess lme bl (0F44) o (el
NOVAVLY oy 53 cCaoglis colos] o ilon (G LSl L2 ls

08 2 g A5 Sl slalisy (L Clos il gite OYAT) 5 oasl
ST

YoV 8 f s bbb oo GBS 5 e o ol (VEe) .C‘J.xﬁ
ol Ol gl 0l g

Gleirl dib 5 i L 0T Lol 5 S sla S .(1740) o Bolo 5 cp ( Pl
NO-AY o) ol wlidarsl asbls S 5

aelald s St 33l L3 LS GRS s OYA) (g mt 5 g 3Ll
¥V-Q F o el o] dal fzs s

Solellls . ) (35 5 S 53 S5 ki RS s (0¥48) b Ll 5 o Sl
YANY P Ol e sla i iS5 el

A5 (o) dases 55 polex Ll s copes o5 ed s p (IT4Q) LG ot

I8 VO O 5 s Dol gy e Ol sS1iS 20S &0

5ol 0L sl M Lo s e o (0F01) 0 cols,

e ol S S L7 bl et 1 el (WWAY) (IS 5 e B
A=8N F o] ol

o il Jedeme a5 0L dieds o (e 1S e (VYAD) Ll o
Ol Kia b s sl oRia g 2

Y¥o



VEOF Olen 5 3l A Lt A& Jle elii iy delilsigs M

(St 10,6 (63, )5 wlid e (\YAY) LS (S 500

5 i b S Gl S wliis S . (1744) )C‘jj‘f” 5ep (ol s ol
ol ool 5 Oy Oste ol 5 s SV B il e 5 WS 6
YYT=Y 20 (FF) 1Y (laseas)

o b shlo i s By oS (sla s (WW48) g (s 3L 5 ez lelllae
FOA=YEN AY ¢ )6 Slos] 5 Ol 4ol f2b 95 (S g

MA=AY (PP oD aenls (slo pta sz (5518 sl & a5 (VYAY) gue o elllie

s lales s (VF0Y) £ s d&o wlaggls (sha, 8 L‘.Cc\)}.}: cll 3l (b
ole dalidad e S Gla S Gl elaly Spme 58 SU e slaslrl
AV VY (oSl i o

e alidle Cblse o gl plld)lbck fled e ol lb (VYY) 5 (65 el b
Rl Ayl w2 )8 BLOLL oS o[Kils Ol goeiils b ras (sloamlzo sl
S

S S (e SU5E 53 gLl L(WYA) o pleair pgi 5o, A8
MYV 0 ol dd s iy o 5 s S

Golbdy lidline 6L OlaziS o ((VF0Y) i (6 amd 5 g mme 03] 3dams
SAM=XO0 N F o wlidcols) (S sho by5 e s Gie il s

Ol gy 10l OlatdS fdowd 5 Obj onlidd) sloia (VY47) [ eSdhees

Ol Kb sl 10l g5 o sl 0Ly pts (B ) .o o5l LU

ke 0L B Ol st 5 iles ple (VYAF) e SLLGT £ (25

References
Abdollahi, M. A. (2005). Nazariye-ye afal-e goftari [The theory of speech
acts]. Philosophical-Theological Studies, 24, 92-119. (In persian).

Y¥#



ar 5 iy b e wdde J5 50 Gl plas Glas SIS 5 bl e

Abdollahian, H., & Bageri, A. A. (2017). Koneshha-ye goftari-ye panj-gane
dar she ‘r-e Seday-e Pay-e Ab-e Sepehri [The five-fold speech acts in
Sepehri’s poem The Sound of the Water’s Footsteps]. Biannual Journal
of Persian Language and Literature, 25(82), 241-258. (In Persian).

Aflatoon. (2008). Ziyafat, ya Sokhan dar dar khosus-e eshg [Symposium, or
discourse on love] (M. A. Forughi, Trans.; M. E. Aminipour, Ed.). 2nd
ed. Tehran: Jami. (In persian)

Anvari, H., & Ahmadi-Givi, H. (2011). Dastur-e zaban-e Farsi 2 [Persian
grammar 2] (4th ed.). Tehran: Fatemi. (In persian)

Azad-Bilgrami, Gh. A. (n.d.). Ma'athir al-kalam mashhur be Sarv-i Azad
[The eloquent works known as Sarv-i Azad]. Matba‘® Dukhani, Matba‘
Refah-e ‘Am. Lahore. (In persian)

Bauman, Z. (2005). Eshg-e sayyal: dar bab-e napayidari-ye peyvandha-ye
ensani [Liquid love: On the frailty of human bonds] (E. Sabeti, Trans.).
Tehran: Qognoos.

Beck, U. & Beck, G. E. (1995). The Normal chaos of love. London: polity
Press.

Beck, U. & Beck, G.E. (2002). Individualization: institutionalized
Individualism and its social and its Political Consequences. London:
sage.

Bidel ‘Abdol-Qadir. (2021). Ghazaliyat-e Bidel [The ghazals of Bidel] (S.
M. Tabataba’i & A. Qazveh, Eds.; Vols. 1-2). (In persian)

Dastranj, F. (2020). Barrasi-ye shobhe-ye tahrij-e khoshunat dar aye-ye 4
sura-ye Muhammad (s) ba takye bar nazariye-ye konesh-e goftari-ye
John Searle [Investigating the suspicion of promoting violence in verse 4
of Surah Muhammad (pbuh) based on John Searle’s speech act theory].
Research Journal of Quranic Exegesis and Language, 17, 99-114. (In
persian)

Eslami, M. (2020). Tahlil-e mahtava-ye vasiyat-name-ye shohada bar paya-
ye nazariye-ye karkoft (ba ta'kid bar shakhes-e estekbarsetiz) [Content
analysis of martyrs’ testaments based on speech act theory (with
emphasis on anti-arrogance index)]. National Conference on Resistance
Literature, 2, 2020. (In persian)

Faraji, R., et al. (2022). Tahlil-e do‘aha va monajatha-ye ‘erfani-ye
Masnavi-ye Ma ‘navi bar asas-€ nazariye-ye koneshha-ye goftari-ye
Searle [Analysis of mystical prayers and supplications in Masnavi-ye

YV



VEOF Olen 5 3l A Lt A& Jle elii iy delilsigs M

Ma‘navi based on Searle’s speech act theory]. Journal of Islamic
Mysticism, 18(72), Summer. (In persian).

Faramarzi-Fard, A. (2012). Padidar-shenasi-ye eshq: Tahlil-e padidar-
shenasi-ye eshq va a’atef-e ‘asheqane bar mabna-ye mosahabe-ye
‘amigh ba daneshjuyan-e Daneshgah-e Gilan [Phenomenology of love:
A phenomenological analysis of love and romantic emotions based on in-
depth interviews with students of the University of Gilan] (Master’s
thesis). University of Gilan. (In persian).

Giddens, A.(1992). The Transformation of Intimacy : Sexuality, Love, and
Eroticism in Modern societies. Stanford University Press.

Hasanabadi, M., & Khosravi, A. (2020). Barrasi-ye koneshha-ye goftari dar
vajeh-ye khonak dar Shahnameh [A study of speech acts in the word
khonak in the Shahnameh]. Biannual Journal of Heroic Literature, 4(6),
9-31. (In persian)

Jalali, M., & Sadeqi, M. (2016). Koneshha-ye goftari va ertebat an ba
jensiyat va tobege-ye ejtemai dar Garshasp-name [Speech acts and their
relation to gender and social class in Garshasp-nama]. Historical
Sociology, 8(1) 81-105. (In persian)

Kakavand, R., & Ya‘qubi Janbe-Sara’i, P. (2020). Payanbandi dar
ghazaliyat-e Shams, koneshha-ye goftari va vojouh-e vanemayi-ye hozur
[Endings in Shams’s ghazals, speech acts, and aspects of representational
presence]. Journal of Literary Criticism, 13(5), Summer. (In persian).

Khani, R., & Afshar, T. (2020). Barrasi-ye konesh-e goftari-ye tashakor dar
goyesh-e Kurdi-ye Ilami [A study of the speech act of thanking in llami
Kurdish dialect]. Studies of Languages and Dialects of Western Iran, 30,
13-29. (In persian)

Mohammadi, ‘A. (2017). Manzur-shenasi-ye zaban va tahlil-e gofteman
[Pragmatics and discourse analysis]. Tehran: Ravesh-Shenasan. (In
persian).

Mohammadzadeh, M., Mo‘in, B., & Sha‘iri, M. R. (2023). Tahlil-e
gofteman-e neshane-ma nashenasi-ye padidari-ye tannegashte-ye eshq
dar negareha-ye dore-ye Safavi [Discourse analysis of phenomenological
semiotics of embodied love in Safavid-era paintings]. Narratology, 7(14),
455-488. (In persian).

Mythen, G. (2004). Ulrich Beak: A Critical Introduction to the Risk Society.
London: Pluto press.

Y¥FA



ar 5 iy b e wdde J5 50 Gl plas Glas SIS 5 bl e

Natel-Khanlari, P. (n.d.). Dastur-e zaban-e Farsi [Persian grammar].
Tehran: Bonyad-e Farhang-e Iran. (In persian).

Rahyab M. N. (2022). She‘r, honar-e zabani-ye ziba [Poetry, the art of
beautiful language] (Vol. 1). Tehran: Amo. (In persian)

Safavi, K. (2015). Ma ‘ni-shenasi-ye karbordi [Applied semantics] (3rd ed.).
Tehran: Hamshahri. (In persian)

Searle J. R. (2006). Af“al-e goftari: Jostari dar falsafe-ye zaban [Speech
acts: An essay in the philosophy of language] (M. A. Abdollahi, Trans.).
Qom: Research Institute for Islamic Sciences and Culture. (In persian)

Searle, J.R. (1979). Expression-meaning. Cambridge university press. New
york.

Shamisa, S. (2021). Ma‘ani [Semantics] (2nd ed.). Tehran: Mitra. (In
persian)

Taheri Asl, M., & Nabi Lou, A. R. (2020). Barrasi-ye karbordshenasi-ye
koneshha-ye goftari dar bab-e Shir o Gav-e Kalila va Demna bar asas-e
nazariye-ye Plutchik [A pragmatics study of speech acts in the chapter
“The Lion and the Ox” of Kalila and Demna based on Plutchik’s theory].
Journal of Interpretation and Analysis of Persian Language and
Literature Texts, 12(44), 205-233. (In persian)

Thomas, J. (2013). Meaning in Interaction An Introduction to
Pragmatics. London/ New York : Routledge.

Vafa’i, A. A., & Aqababayi, S. (2015). ‘Elm-e ma ‘ani va dastur-e zaban-e
Farsi [Semantics and Persian grammar]. Tehran: EImi Publications. (In
persian).

Zorgani, M., & Akhlagi, A. (2012). Tahlil-e genre-e shath bar asas-e
nazariye-ye konesh-e goftar [Analysis of the genre of shath based on
speech act theory]. Biannual Journal of Mystical Literature, 3(6), 61-80.
(In persian)

Y4



	ظریف 1
	ظریف

