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Abstract

In the research, the narratological and rhetorical place of prayer in the
narrative structure of Kei Khosrow's story and the various functions,
manifestations and methods of these prayers are represented and
explained. The purpose of examining the prayers from a narrative and
rhetorical point of view is to achieve the structural and rhetorical
pattern of the Shahnameh prayers. The main question of the research
is, in which time, place, emotional, action and tension situations do
the Pahlavi prayers of Shahnameh appear and with what functions and
which rhetorical aspects? Prayers in this story occur in a context of
individual to collective actions. Also, they are the result of the
ontological aspect of the person's thought. Prayers are realized in a
range from absence to address, slow to fast beats, and fear and hope to
intimate relationship. Sometimes the prayers appear in the suspense of
the story. Sometimes the prayers are traced from the starting point of
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the tension and while reflecting the inner chaos of the personality, the
tension is resolved. Sometimes prayers are a personal experience that
is accompanied by petitions and complaints to God. Then they get the
answer by prompting and demanding. Sometimes prayers are
answered through unseen inspiration and in the form of revelation, and
the ending of the story is also the result of prayer. Sometimes the
narration is drawn from the horizon of prayer to the horizon of
revelation and sometimes from the horizon of revelation to the horizon
of response.

Keywords: Ferdowsi's Shahnameh, Kei Khosrow 's story,
narratology, rhetoric, prayer.

1. Introduction

The actions of the heroes in the Shahnameh constitute a large part of
this book. The story of Keykhosrow is considered as part of a
systematic whole, and the function of prayer is shown within the
context of such a structure .Therefore, by studying heroic prayer
actions from a narratological perspective, the formal structure of
heroic prayers in this story is reinterpreted as a whole, and then the
connection and connection of the components of this structure with
this systematic whole is explained. Kaykhosrow is among the heroic
characters in the Shahnameh who have a special mystical action. This
action indicates a spiritual experience that places him in the business
of love with God. This romantic bond is represented in the prayers of
Keykhosrow. The prayers that are highlighted in the story of
Keykhosrow are often formed around this character and are somehow
related to his heroic action. The prayers of Keykhosrow's story are
realized in narrative and rhetorical contexts and acquire various
emotional, aesthetic, and ontological aspects. Also, these prayers are
based on the personal experience of Keykhosrow and appear in
different situations. They are also formed in the context of successive
suspenses and in the form of slow and fast rhythms. There is also a
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relationship between the epic and passionate scenes of the narratives
and the structure of the prayers. The issue that is raised is what these
contexts are and what functions and aspects they have.

Research Question(s)

The research questions include the following: 1. In which temporal,
emotional, spatial, and narrative situations do the heroic prayers of the
Shahnameh appear? 2. How do the manifestations and functions
related to the personal and emotional experiences of the characters,
and especially Keykhosrow, appear in the text of the prayers and how
did they manage to give the Shahnameh a special narrative
framework?

2. Literature Review

In his “Study of the Prayers of Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh,” he concluded
that prayers fall into three categories: supplication, thanksgiving, and
repentance. In terms of the frequency of prayers, the princes are in the
first place, followed by the heroes. The desires of these two groups are
often spiritual, and among the princes, Keykhosrow and among the
heroes, Rostam stand at the peak of prayer. In "The Narrative and
Rhetorical Position of Prayer in the Mathnavi," the Mathnavi prayers
are examined from several perspectives and methods: narratology,
storytelling, rhetoric, the language of religion, and analysis of the
relationship between man and God. This research shows the position
of prayer in the Mathnavi as a macro-narrative, what its narratological
and rhetorical characteristics are, the relationship of prayer with the
narrator and the minds and language of the characters, what its role
and position is in the course of the narrative and the formation of the
adventures and ups and downs, and finally how it was able to present
a perspective of personal experiences. In the research conducted,
attention has been paid to the types of prayer in the Shahnameh and
the type of human relationship with God; however, less attention has
been paid to the place of prayer in the narrative and the complexities
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and nuances of its cognitive and rhetorical narrative, and the present
research is an attempt in this area.

3. Methodology

In the present study, the functions, manifestations, and various
techniques of prayers in the story of Keykhosrow in the Shahnameh
are represented and explained in a descriptive-analytical manner, as
part of an extensive study of heroic prayers. The position of prayers in
the narrative structure and their narrative and rhetorical characteristics
and functions are also discussed. The aim of this study is to explain
the narrative and rhetorical position of prayers in the Shahnameh in
order to achieve the structure of prayers. With this study, the structural
and rhetorical pattern of heroic prayers in the Shahnameh can be
introduced.

4. Results

The results of the studies show that in the structure of heroic prayers
in the Shahnameh, we are faced with different manifestations of
prayers. In the structure of some prayers, two action situations are
linked together. In the structure of another part, the prayer occurs in
the form of an inductive aspect, and the worshiper considers his power
and identity to be in the shadow of the power of God, so that, while
emphasizing the belief in the justice of God, he can resolve the
problem and tension of the story in this way. In some other of these
prayers, the three inductive, affirmative, and doubtful aspects are
linked to each other, and from this connection, the tension and
problem of the narrative are resolved. The continuous change from the
addressive aspect to the absent one and from the absent one to the
addressive one, the expression of concerns, feelings, and requests
from God indirectly and using the method of self-narration and
internal dialogue along with a polite and doubtful tone, and the ending
of the prayer with a doubtful aspect are among the characteristics of
this type of prayer. Another type of prayer occurs in the context of
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successive suspenses and in the horizon of revelation. In this type, the
answer appears in the form of revelation and unseen help and as a
conclusion to the action of all the actors of the prayer. Sometimes the
answer to the prayer ties the narrative to the horizon of revelation and
revelation to the horizon of the unseen. This prayer is based on
bewilderment and indicates the ontological aspect of his personality.
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