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A study of the linguistic structure
in Taibadi folk couplets

Fazlollah Khodadadi™

Abstract

We believe that folk songs are an important part of the oral literature of any
country due to their preservation of cultural-national identity and
transmission of feelings and beliefs of the past, and they play an important
role in cultural studies and dialectology. In fact, folk literature is a reliable
source for understanding the customs and beliefs of the people of a region,
including: legends, beliefs, proverbs, couplets, lullabies, stories, songs, etc.
The aim of the present study is to examine the structures and processes of
creating meaning in folk couplets of Taibad, and the author aims to show, in
addition to the structural classification of these couplets, how meaning is
created and the relationship of the verses in emphasizing a specific theme.
The results of the present study show that six general structures:
exclamatory, threatening, allusive, conditional, emphatic, and action are
evident in the folk couplets of Taybad, and each structure includes numerous
sub-sets that are formed through the creation of meaning, content, and
cultural and climatic beliefs.

Keywords: Couple, content, process of creating meaning, language
structure, Taybad.

1. Introduction

Folk poetry, including couplets, is in fact the living and expressive history
and culture of the people who present feelings and emotions in a completely
obvious and intact way. The mode of expression and the method of
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communication and meanings in terms of inducing others are so simple and
natural that any reader can correctly understand the emotional states and
internal hints of the speaker of this text (Naseh, 1994, p. 6). The couplet is
the most popular form of Iranian poetry, which, due to the closeness of the
cultures of the lranian tribes and tribes, and the commonality of pains,
sorrows and joys, lifestyle, means of livelihood and cultural geography,
sometimes come close to each other with very minor changes, because part
of the function of these couplets in the social life of Iranian peoples has
similar roots (Rak, Zolfaghari, 2009, p. 149). The couplet is also called a
song and it is the completed twelve-syllable poems of the Sasanian era,
which were called Fahlaviyat after Islam. Fahlaviyat or Fahlavi couplets
have long been a creator of passion, excitement, dance and melodiousness in
the language of local singers (Razmjo, 2001, p. 41). Chaharbiti, or the local
term “Charbiti,” is currently used in many cities of Khorasan Razavi,
including Torbat Jam, Torbat Heydarieh, Taybad, Neyshabur, Sabzevar, and
Birjand, and refers to a poem that has only two verses (Rak, Bahrampour,
2019, p. 77). He believes: “We believe that chaharbiti have a long history in
our popular literature, so before anything else, we must clarify that
chaharbiti, or the local term “Charbiti” in the cities of Torbat Jam, Torbat
Heydarieh, Taybad, Neyshabur, and... refers to a poem that has only two
verses” (Bahrampour, 2015, p. 77). In justifying why these poems are called
Chaharbiti in Taybad, he says: “Because the unit of meter in Persian poetry
is the verse, and this type of poetry has four verses, each verse is therefore
considered to be one verse. This meaning is, of course, not too far-fetched or
illogical, especially since among the villagers, each line is still considered a
verse” (ibid.: 77).

2.Research Question(s)
What are the types of structure and process of creating meaning in folk
couplets of Taibad?

3. Literature Review

Research has been conducted on the couplet format and its structure, relying
on the culture of different regions, in various forms in the Journal of Folk
Literature of Tarbiat Modares University. What distinguishes a research
from previous research is the use of a new method and also the change in the
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geographical location of the study. Accordingly, in this research, we have
examined it first from a different perspective and secondly from a different
location, so that these two reasons can be considered as the reasons for the
difference of this research with the research conducted in the field of folk
couplets. The research is based on the cultural narratology method of the
Khorasan region, relying on the folk couplets of Taybad, and the
geographical location of the research was specific to eastern Khorasan and
the city of Taybad.

4. Results

The results of the present study show that Taybad folk couplets, in addition
to having an anthropological and cultural role, also have six general
structures, and in each of these structures, the process of creating meaning is
produced in one of the lyrical, moral, cultural, and climatic areas. The most
important achievements of this study are as follows: Folk couplets are
collective narratives that create the most meaning with the least amount of
narration, and they are all understandable and simple, and the audience and
the speaker can relate to them according to their own circumstances. In this
format, the emphasis is on lyrical, moral, and cultural narratives. In this
format, the speaker never curses his beloved, but rather warns him of a bad
fate, but he bestows the worst curses on his love rival, enemy, and envious
person. In the structure of couplets, the third stanza usually plays either a
prominent role in the process of creating meaning or has no role at all, and if
it is omitted, there is no disruption in creating the meaning of the narrative
and it plays the role of adorning the speech. Six structures: exclamatory,
threatening, emphatic, conditional, allusive, and action are the main
structures of Taibadi couplets.
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