Journal Of Narrativestudies
E-1SSN:2588-6231

Vol.9, No. 17
spring and summer 2025
Research Article

Jlcuaselcr issirvi siuoes
i

Analysis of structural and content components of
Me rajnamehs from the beginning to the second half of
the 10" century*
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Abstract

After the ascension of the Prophet Mohammad (pbuh) to the heavens,
narratives in verse and prose, in Persian and Arabic on His Me’raj
appeared among the Muslims. These works which can be considered
to be of an independent type due to their common structural and
content features, are the Me’rajnamehs. The purpose of writing this
article was analysis of the structural & content components of this
literary genre. To this end, in addition to identifying the Persian
versified Me’rajnamehs from the first to the second half of the 10th
century of Hijri, we investigated the structural and content features of
these works following the analytical-descriptive method. Based on the
research results, the poets had partly respected the uniformity in terms
of content, due to relying on sources such as the Quran, hadiths and
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history. Accordingly, we observed twenty-six similar sequences in
their works. Sometimes due to religious, jurisprudential and
theological differences, as well as the element of imagination, the
number of sequences in the later works was more than the earlier
works and the Me’rajnamehs were longer. The abundant use of figures
of speech in Iragi-style Me’rajnamehs had not been able to
marginalize the content and to centralize the obvious and objective
components of the literary language in Me’rajnamehs; therefor, in
terms of literature and language, these works are familiar to the mind
and language of the audience. Versified Me’rajnamehs from Sana’ei
onwards, which first appeared in larger genres and over time, at the
beginning of poetry books with unique stylistic features, continued to
exist among Muslim poets and despite some commonalities with other
types, they were able to be known as an independent genre in
literature.

Keywords: Prophet (PBUH), Persian poetry, Me rajnameh, structural

& content components.

1. Introduction

In the 20th century, formalists sought to find a pattern of intertextual
relationships based on which they can analyze the concept of literary
works. The idea of ascension has been in the human's mind since the
beginning of his creation. After the emergence of religions, it was
accepted as a common belief among the followers of all religions that
human came from the sky and returns to the sky. Among Muslims,
Miraj only refers to the ascension of the Prophet (PBUH). During the
history of Islam, based on the prophet's Miraj, there have been
travelogues called Merajnameh. The structural and content analysis of
these works, in addition to its enormous help in understanding the
essence of these works, can also help in the classification of them
based on their type. Also, in case of more detailed identification of the
stylistic aspects of these works along with their examples, it is
possible to understand generalizable highlights or shortcomings of
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this type. In this article, following a descriptive-analytical method, we
are looking to examine the Mirajnamehs from the point of view of
their common structural and content features.

Research Question(s)
What are the structural and content characteristics of "Mirajnameh™?

2. Literature Review

So far, there have been some researches on Merajnameh, but none of
them are aligned with the topic of this article. The innovation and
prominence of the current research is summarized in these cases. 1.
This research can pave the way for researchers to study the type of
Merajnameh and fill the void of this kind of research in Persian
literature. 2. The literary and artistic value of Mirajnameh composers
will be clarified by this research and the patterns it presented .

3. Methodology

Before 1915, literary researchers paid attention to the content and
neglected the form. Around 1916, a school was established by
progressive youths, which had two main goals: 1. Basing the study of
literature on a scientific basis by defining its subject and determining
its specific procedures, 2. Emphasizing that "the art of aesthetic
existence is the only one that acts on the basis of its internal laws"
(Makaryk, 2004: 199). In order to achieve these goals, they put their
most important theory as "the verbal strategies that make literature
literary, highlighting the language itself and adding strangeness to the
experience that is achieved with these strategies” (Kamer, 2002,163).
In this regard, they valued the form of the literary work so that they
could express the different language acquisitions of literary texts
independently of metatextual issues. The formalists planned the
important principles of their views based on two factors: 1.
Transformation in ordinary language, 2. Literary arrays that cause
defamiliarization (cf. Shamisa: 150). They made defamiliarization the
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center of their attention and put all other elements of a literary text
under its control. They also had theories. One of these theories is the
dominant. From their point of view, when a dominant aspect is no
longer able to satisfy the wonderful desire of the audience due to
automation, it must be replaced by another aspect to fulfill the purpose
of art. Among their other views, there is an emphasis on revealing the
literary arrays. They considered a work to be an art that openly
displays the literary arrays in front of the audience
(Qasempour,2006:38). It seems that they do not pay attention to the
form, but interpret the form in order to realize the meaning.

4. Results

Based on the research results, the poets had partly respected the
uniformity in terms of content, due to relying on sources such as the
Quran, hadiths and history. Accordingly, we observed twenty-six
similar sequences in their works. Sometimes due to religious,
jurisprudential and theological differences, as well as the element of
imagination, the number of sequences in the later works was more
than the earlier works and the Me’rajnamehs were longer. The
abundant use of figures of speech in Iragi-style Me’rajnamehs had not
been able to marginalize the content and to centralize the obvious and
objective components of the literary language in Me’rajnamehs;
therefor, in terms of literature and language, these works are familiar
to the mind and language of the audience. Versified Me’rajnamehs
from Sana’ei onwards, which first appeared in larger genres and over
time, at the beginning of poetry books with unique stylistic features,
continued to exist among Muslim poets and despite some
commonalities with other types, they were able to be known as an
independent genre in literature.
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