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Abstract

This study examines the relationship between narrative structure and
meaning production in Ghazaleh Alizadeh's novel Khaneh-ye Edrisiha
(The House of the Edrisis) through the narratological framework of
Gérard Genette. While previous studies on Persian fiction have
primarily concentrated on describing individual narrative devices, the
present research investigates how these structural components
collectively generate semantic coherence and ideological significance
within the narrative discourse. Employing a descriptive-analytical
approach based on library research, the study analyzes four principal
dimensions of Genette's narrative theory, namely narrative voice,
temporal organization, duration, and focalization. Particular attention
is devoted to the interaction among these components and their
contribution to the construction of narrative meaning. The analysis
demonstrates that temporal dislocations, including analepsis and
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prolepsis, are not merely stylistic devices but function as semantic
mechanisms that connect fragmented memories, historical
consciousness, and ideological perspectives. Similarly, narrative
duration- through summary, scene, and descriptive pauses- regulates
the rhythm of the narrative while emphasizing specific thematic
concerns. Multiple shifts in focalization and the alternation between
extradiegetic and intradiegetic narrators create a panoramic
perspective that enables readers to perceive social conflicts from
diverse viewpoints without compromising narrative coherence. The
findings further reveal that Alizadeh integrates these narrative
techniques into a unified structural system in which each component
reinforces the others, resulting in a coherent discourse that
simultaneously represents social transformation, class conflict, and
individual identity. The study argues that narrative meaning in
Khaneh-ye Edrisihna emerges from the systematic interaction of
structural elements rather than from isolated narrative techniques.
Consequently, Genette's narratological model provides an effective
analytical framework for explaining how structural organization
contributes to the production of literary meaning in contemporary
Persian fiction.

Keywords: narratology, Gérard Genette, narrative structure, meaning
production, focalization, narrative time, Khaneh-ye Edrisiha

1. Introduction

Narrative constitutes one of the fundamental mechanisms through
which literary texts organize experience and produce meaning.
Contemporary narratology has shifted critical attention from the mere
sequence of events to the structural principles governing narrative
discourse. Among structural narratologists, Gérard Genette proposed
one of the most comprehensive analytical models by demonstrating
that narrative meaning is generated through the interaction of temporal
organization, narrative voice, duration, and focalization rather than
through plot alone. His theoretical framework has therefore become a
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major approach in literary narrative analysis. Persian contemporary
fiction provides an appropriate context for examining these structural
relationships because many novels employ complex temporal patterns,
multiple narrators, and shifting perspectives to construct their thematic
and ideological dimensions. Ghazaleh Alizadeh's Khaneh-ye Edrisiha
represents one of the most significant examples of such narratives. Set
against the historical background of revolutionary social
transformation, the novel depicts the collapse of an aristocratic family
while simultaneously portraying ideological conflict, memory, and
changing social identities through sophisticated narrative organization.
Rather than presenting events in a linear chronological order, the
novel continuously reconstructs the past through temporal shifts,
embedded narratives, and multiple perspectives. Although previous
Persian studies have analyzed individual aspects of Genette's
narratological theory, comprehensive investigations of the interaction
among narrative voice, temporal structure, duration, and focalization
in generating textual meaning remain limited. Addressing this gap, the
present study seeks to answer the following research questions:
e How is narrative meaning constructed through the interaction
of Genette's narrative categories in Khaneh-ye Edrisiha?
e What semantic functions are performed by temporal
organization, duration, narrative voice, and focalization?
e How do these structural components collectively contribute to
narrative coherence and ideological representation?
By answering these questions, the study aims to demonstrate that the
novel's artistic achievement lies not only in its thematic richness but
also in the systematic organization of its narrative structure, through
which literary meaning is continuously produced and transformed.

2. Literature Review

Narratology has developed into one of the principal approaches to the
structural analysis of literary texts since the emergence of
structuralism in the second half of the twentieth century. Influenced by
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structural linguistics, narratologists sought to identify the underlying
principles governing narrative organization rather than merely
describing literary content. Within this intellectual tradition, Gérard
Genette proposed a comprehensive analytical framework that
distinguishes  between story, narrative, and narration and
systematically explains the relationships among temporal order,
duration, frequency, narrative voice, and focalization. His model has
become one of the most influential paradigms in contemporary
narrative studies because it demonstrates that meaning is produced
through the interaction of narrative structures rather than through plot
alone. Previous studies on Persian literature have extensively applied
Genette's narratological concepts to novels, epic narratives, mystical
texts, and short stories. Existing scholarship has primarily examined
narrative time, temporal displacement, focalization, and narrative
voice in individual literary works. These investigations have
demonstrated the analytical value of Genette's framework in
identifying narrative techniques such as analepsis, prolepsis,
summary, scene, descriptive pause, and multiple perspectives. They
also confirm that contemporary Persian fiction frequently employs
non-linear narrative structures to enhance literary complexity and
reader engagement.

Despite these valuable contributions, most previous research has
concentrated on describing isolated narrative categories instead of
explaining how these categories interact to construct textual meaning.
Narrative voice, temporal organization, duration, and focalization
have generally been treated as independent analytical components,
whereas their dynamic relationship in producing semantic coherence
has received comparatively limited attention. Consequently, the
connection between narrative structure and the ideological or semantic
dimensions of literary discourse remains insufficiently explored. The
present study addresses this research gap by investigating Khaneh-ye
Edrisiha through an integrated application of Genette's narratological
model. Rather than analyzing individual techniques separately, the
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study examines how multiple structural components function
collectively to generate narrative coherence and meaning. In doing so,
it extends previous narratological studies beyond structural description
toward an interpretation of the meaning-making capacity of narrative
organization itself. This integrated perspective provides a more
comprehensive understanding of the relationship between narrative
form and literary discourse in contemporary Persian fiction.

3. Methodology
This study adopts a qualitative descriptive-analytical methodology
based on documentary and library research. The primary corpus
consists of Ghazaleh Alizadeh's novel Khaneh-ye Edrisiha, which is
analyzed within the theoretical framework of Gérard Genette's
narratology. The analytical process is guided by four major
dimensions of Genette's model: narrative voice, temporal
organization, narrative duration, and focalization. These categories
provide the conceptual basis for examining the relationship between
narrative structure and semantic construction throughout the novel.
The analysis proceeds through close textual reading of selected
narrative episodes representing the principal structural features of the
novel. Examples of temporal displacement, embedded narration,
descriptive pauses, narrative summaries, and shifts in focalization are
identified and interpreted according to Genette's theoretical categories.
Rather than quantifying narrative phenomena, the study emphasizes
their qualitative functions within the overall organization of the text
and investigates how individual structural devices contribute to
broader patterns of meaning production. In addition to Genette's
narratological concepts, the discussion occasionally refers to the Paris
School of semiotics where the original article explicitly compares the
two theoretical perspectives, particularly regarding the interpretation
of narrative duration and discourse. These comparisons are not
intended to replace Genette's framework but to clarify the semantic
implications of narrative structures and to highlight points of
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convergence and divergence between the two approaches. The
methodological objective is therefore not simply to classify narrative
techniques but to explain how their interaction produces narrative
coherence, ideological representation, and literary meaning within the
structural organization of the novel.

4. Results

The analysis demonstrates that the narrative architecture of Khaneh-ye
Edrisiha is organized through the systematic interaction of temporal
structure, narrative voice, duration, and focalization rather than
through a linear sequence of events. These narrative categories
function as complementary components that collectively shape the
semantic organization of the novel and guide the reader's
interpretation of its historical, social, and psychological dimensions.
One of the most prominent findings concerns the organization of
narrative time. The novel departs from chronological progression by
employing frequent analepses and occasional prolepses, allowing the
past and the present to coexist within the same narrative framework.
Temporal displacement functions as more than a stylistic technique; it
establishes meaningful relationships between personal memory and
collective history. The reconstruction of previous events continually
reshapes the reader's understanding of present actions and reveals the
gradual transformation of social values and individual identities.
Consequently, narrative time becomes an essential mechanism for
producing historical consciousness rather than merely arranging
events chronologically. The study further indicates that narrative
duration significantly contributes to the distribution of thematic
emphasis. Narrative summaries accelerate the progression of
secondary events, whereas dramatic scenes and descriptive pauses
slow the narrative rhythm to foreground psychologically or
ideologically significant moments. Descriptive passages are therefore
not ornamental interruptions but structural devices that expand the
semantic space of the narrative by highlighting the symbolic
significance of places, objects, and emotional experiences. The
alternation between acceleration and deceleration creates a dynamic
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narrative rhythm that directs readers' attention toward the novel's
central thematic concerns.

Analysis of narrative voice reveals a complex narrative system in
which different levels of narration coexist throughout the text. The
interaction between extradiegetic and intradiegetic narrators allows the
novel to integrate individual experiences into broader historical
processes. Rather than presenting a single authoritative interpretation,
the narrative constructs meaning through multiple voices that
complement, question, and occasionally challenge one another. This
plurality of voices reinforces the polyphonic nature of the novel while
maintaining structural coherence across different narrative levels. The
examination of focalization likewise demonstrates continuous shifts
among different characters' perspectives. Internal focalization enables
readers to access the psychological experiences of individual
characters, whereas external perspectives broaden the social and
historical dimensions of the narrative. These shifts prevent the
dominance of a single ideological viewpoint and instead encourage
readers to interpret events through multiple cognitive and emotional
perspectives. The resulting multiplicity of viewpoints reflects the
complexity of social transformation represented in the novel and
contributes substantially to its interpretive richness.

Most importantly, the findings suggest that none of these narrative
categories operates independently. Temporal organization, duration,
narrative voice, and focalization continuously interact within an
integrated structural system. Their mutual relationships generate
textual coherence while simultaneously constructing the novel's
ideological discourse concerning social change, class relations,
memory, and identity. Meaning therefore emerges from the dynamic
interaction of structural components rather than from any single
narrative technique considered in isolation. This integrated
organization confirms the explanatory power of Genette's
narratological model for understanding the relationship between
narrative form and literary meaning in contemporary Persian fiction.
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