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An Analysis of Narrative Types and Their Discursive
Functions in Jami’s Layla and Majnun Based on the
Theory of Jaap lintvelt

Fatemeh Zamani™

Abstract

In narrative typology, Jaap lintvelt classifies narrative texts based on
their macro-structural features into three types: text-oriented (actoriel),
actor-oriented (auctoriel), and neutral(nature). These narrative types
differ from one another in terms of their perceptual-psychological
basis (narrative perspective (point of view), depth of perspective,
narrative mood, temporal basis, spatial and verbal basis) and influence
the affective, cognitive, generalizing, and discursive dimensions of the
text. The present study endeavors to analyze the frequency of text-
oriented, actor-oriented, and neutral narrative types in Jami's Layla
and Majnun, as well as their discursive applications, based on Jaap
lintvelt theory of narrative typology. The results of this research
indicate that this masnavi shares a similar narrative framing (the
prologue and epilogue of the book) with other Persian masnavis,
which is narrated as a homodiegetic fictional world. In this part of the
narrative, the abstract author-narrator, in an actor-oriented manner,
mentions the reasons and motivations for composing this masnavi.
The beginning of the story occurs in a heterodiegetic fictional world,
where the three narrative types—text-oriented, actor-oriented, and
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neutral—can be distinguished. The text-oriented narrative type in the
heterodiegetic fictional world, characterized by its temporal and
spatial basis outside the story, possesses features of self-awareness,
god-like omniscience, and interpretation, with its discourse being
cognitive in nature. The actor-oriented narrative type is manifested in
the dialogues between the story's characters, who share the same
temporal and spatial basis as the story, and the discursive function of
the main characters in this narrative type is affective-cognitive, while
the discursive function of the secondary characters is generalizing.
The neutral narrative type is used to describe the atmosphere and
setting, and to depict the states of the story's main characters, Layla
and Majnun, which strengthens the affective dimension of the
discourse.

Keywords: Narrative Typology, Text-Oriented, Actor-Oriented,
Neutral, Jaap lintvelt, Layla and Majnun, Jami.

1. Introduction

In the process of discourse, the communication situation is not limited
merely to the conditions of the speaker and the audience; rather, it is
"formed based on cultural and social backgrounds, linguistic
capabilities, temporal and spatial contexts... and ultimately, cognitive,
affective, aesthetic, sensory-perceptual, and action-based conditions
constitute a set of factors that consistently influence the discourse
process™ (Shairi, 2016: 15). In this regard, the discursive processes of
literary texts that have recreated a single story into various narratives
are, in each era, influenced by the political, social, and cultural
exigencies of that time. Therefore, the question of how the narrative
macro-structures of preceding texts are represented in the narration
process of a subsequent text, while the discursive functions of their
narrative types differ from one another, warrants discussion and
investigation. To this end, the present study examines Jami's Layla
and Majnun (9th century AH) from the perspective of narrative
typology, and correspondingly, point of view, depth of focus,
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focalization, narrative mood, spatial and temporal basis, and
discursive functions.

Research Question(s)

This analysis aims to answer the following questions: How can the
various narrative types in Jami's Layla and Majnun be explained and
interpreted based on Jaap lintvelt's theory of typology? How did Jami
utilize different narrative types in Layla and Majnun, and what role
did the discursive function of these narrative types play in the
aesthetic and artistic prominence of his masnavi'?

2. Literature Review

From a linguistic perspective, discourse "is the use of language in
relation to social, political, and cultural-linguistic formulations that
reflect the social order and simultaneously shape the social order and
the interaction of individuals with society” (Jaworski & Coupland,
1999: 1-3; quoted in Fazeli, 2004: 82). Therefore, it can be said that
discourse refers to an organized set of sentences that form a coherent
and integrated whole (Kahnamoui et al., 2002: 234). Jaap lintvelt is
among the narratologists who paid special attention to discourse and
discursive functions in narrative. From the perspective of narrative
typology, different narrative types influence discursive functions. Jaap
lintvelt believes that the three narrative types—text-oriented, actor-
oriented, and neutral—affect the interpretive, modal, affective,
explanatory, and generalizing functions of discourse (Lintvelt, 2011:
65-72).

3. Methodology

Using a descriptive-analytical method, this research examines the
relationship between discourse and narrative while analyzing the types
of narrative genres and their discursive functions in Jami's poem Layla

1. The poem follows the Masnavi form, consisting of rhyming couplets
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and Majnun, based on Jaap lintvelt's theory of narrative typology. To
this end, the narrative genres within both the identical and divergent
story worlds of Jami's poem are first identified. Subsequently, the
emotional, cognitive, interpretive, justificatory, and other functions of
each of auctoriel, actoriel and nature olempien narrative types are
explored.

4.Results

In the homodiegetic fictional world of this masnavi, due to the process
of discursive connection, the narrator's perceptual basis (perspective),
temporal and spatial basis, and discursive function are shaped based
on the epistemology and ontology of Jami's era (the ideology of
mysticism). In the heterodiegetic fictional world, the use of the actor-
oriented narrative type is not limited to the main characters of the
story (Layla and Majnun); rather, secondary characters (Majnu n's
father, Layla's father, members of Layla and Majnun's tribes, the
shepherd, the messenger, the Caliph, the widow, Kathir, Nawfal, etc.)
also narrate parts of the story through dialogue. In the heterodiegetic
fictional world of this masnavi, the narration by actors occurs in three
forms: direct discourse, free indirect discourse, and debate, which
strengthens the affective dimension of the discourse. In this narrative
type, since the temporal and perceptual basis of the actors is identical
to that of the fictional world, the narrator's narrative perspective is
limited. However, because the characters express their thoughts,
feelings, and ideas without the intermediary presence of the narrator,
the depth of the narrative perspective increases. In this masnavi,
whenever the story time pauses to describe the prevailing atmosphere,
the physical and external condition of the heroes, and the situation of
the story's characters, the neutral narrative type is used. In terms of
frequency, this type has the least application among the narrative types
used in this masnavi and serves to strengthen the affective dimension
of the discourse.
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Figure 1. The framing of classical Persian narratives
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Figure 2. The structure of events based on the frequency of narrative types
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