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Representation of War in the Concrete Totality of the Novel
(A Reflection on the Realism of Three
Iconic War Novels of the 1980s)

Foad Moloudi™
Abstract

The present article is a sociological analysis of three novels of the war
imposed in the 1980s: scorched earth by Ahmad Mahmoud (1982),
Winter 62 by Ismail Fasih (1987), and In the Flames of Water by
Seyed Morteza Mardiha (1989). The fundamental concept in this
article is "totality"."Totality” is a central concept in the Lukacsian
tradition (a sociology of the novel that focuses on form); Because one
of the main problems of the sociology of the novel in the 20th century
iIs to understand how to represent the social construction and its
ideological forms in the “concrete totality” of the novel. Based on this,
in this article, we have shown that the three mentioned novels are
almost realistic novels that aim to represent "the totality of war". We
have found out how the forms and social forces in the great event of
"imposed war" have become "narrative representation” in the concrete
totality of these novels and how the dialectic of "detail based on the
misfortune of war/totality based on the transcendence of the necessity
of defending the homeland™ was in them. The form of these novels has
been a synthesis for the essentialism of two idea-oriented and detail-
oriented groups: the unfortunate and catastrophic components of war,
although they are not denied and are represented in the most naked
way possible, but remain at the level of their "detail"; And from their
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combination and connection and relationship with the "transcendental
pillar" of the necessity of defending the homeland and cause, a whole
emerges that is beyond the parts and does not conflict with war for the
purpose of self-defense.

Keywords: Totality, Detail, Sociology of the novel, Transcendental
Element, War

1.Introduction

The present article is a sociological analysis of three prominent novels
of the imposed war in the 1980s: The Scorched Earth by Ahmad
Mahmoud (1982), Winter 62 by Ismail Fasih (1987), and In the
Flames of Water by Seyyed Morteza Mardiha (1989). The
fundamental and essential concept in this article is “totality”. In the
Lukacsian tradition, “totality” is a central concept, and it is no
exaggeration to say that one of the main problems of the sociology of
the novel in the twentieth century (in the Lukacsian tradition and those
loyal to him) has been to understand how the social structure and its
ideological forms are represented in the “concrete totality” of the
novel; and this is why Georg Lukacs emphasizes the “realist novel”.
What is meant by “concrete totality” and “representation” is that in the
form of the novel, the plurality of parts leads to “totality”. On this
basis, the present article examines two fundamental issues: First, it has
been found that the three prominent novels mentioned in the 1980s are
almost realistic novels that aspired to represent the “totality of the
war.” This has been done in the “Analysis of the Novels” section to
determine how the social forms and forces in the great event of the
“Imposed War” have become “fictional representations” in the
concrete totality of these three novels.
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2. Literature Reviw

Many works have been written about the fiction of the imposed war in
the form of books, articles, theses, and press articles, and it is
impossible to mention them all here. Good examples include: the book
Fiction of War in Iran (Mehdi Saeedi, Jihad Daneshgahi, 2016); the
book The Political, Religious, and Social Face of War Fiction (Mehdi
Saeedi, Imam Khomeini Research Institute, 2019); the article
“Permanent Literature in Iran: Components, Opportunities, and
Challenges” (Reza Chehraghani, Contemporary Persian Literature,
Issue 22, September 2017); and several others. However, the present
article differs fundamentally from those works in terms of research
questions, methodology, text analysis, and teleology, and none of
them can be cited as a precedent that has been used theoretically,
methodologically, or analytically.

3. Metodology

The theoretical part of the present article will be a background or an
opening in which a brief review of the historical course of Lukacs's
"social aesthetics™ will be given. After presenting brief discussions on
the classical approaches of "the relationship between the novel and
social reality” or "the relationship between the novel and its external
context," a brief outline of Luk&cs's perspective in its historical course
will be given to clarify what is meant by terms such as "novel form,"
"social structure,” "ideological form," and the like; and in the critique
of "Three War Novels," an attempt will be made to open a way to the
criticism and analysis of these texts by combining these theoretical
insights and synthesizing them. In other words, our intention here is
not to impose theory on the text, nor do we seek to show the
application of theoretical discussion in the text. Rather, we have
considered this theoretical part as a background or an introduction or
an opening that can pave the way for practical criticism of the text.
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4. Results

In the three prominent novels of the imposed war that we examined in
this article, we showed that the reality of war refers to the plurality,
contradiction, and incoherence of its components: the state of war has
components such as “bravery, belief, victory, self-sacrifice, heroic
deeds, sacrifice, hard work, pride, confidence, honesty, and
martyrdom”; and components such as “instinctive fear of death, fear
of killing and being killed, caution, terror, horror, cheapness of death,
existential dread, damage to the environment, victimization of
innocents, and contextual politics.” In these almost realistic novels,
the idea of realism has required that all of these components be
represented, and the connection of the multiple, different, and
contradictory components in them has reached a “general unity” in the
form of the novel, and “the totality has dissolved the components
within itself.” In the novels, we witnessed the "dialectics of
particularity/totality" and showed that the "transcendental element that
observes the collective action of the warriors and their intersubjective
space™ has enabled these novels to move from the particularity based
on the representation of the horrors of war to the totality consistent
with the necessity of defending the homeland and the ideal.

The form of these three novels was a synthesis of the essentialism
of two groups that were completely in favor of and completely
opposed to the phenomenon of war. The first group reduced war to an
ideal idea and either ignored a large part of its unpleasant reality or
considered it as a necessary and transcendental component for the
realization of the ideal idea; and the second group considered war as a
state of catastrophe and did not see the particularity of its unpleasant
reality in relation to the whole. In the collective consciousness of this
group, the particularity was dominant and was considered as the
whole, and the assessment of war did not go beyond highlighting its
unpleasant components. These three novels show that the "novel
form™ here has been able to overcome dualism and essentialism in the
social consciousness of the two aforementioned groups by focusing on
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the representation of the "whole", and has produced a synthesis as
follows: the unfortunate and catastrophic components of war, although
they are not denied and are represented in the most naked way
possible, remain at the level of their "detail”; and from their
combination, connection, and relationship with the "transcendental
pillar" of the necessity of defending the homeland and the ideal, a
whole emerges that is beyond the parts and does not contradict war for
the purpose of self-defense. This "whole™ does not ignore or deny any
of the parts; and at the same time, it does not stop at the level of any of
them. It seems that the holistic form of these three novels was "the
maximum possible consciousness” in the 1980s, which outlined
possible horizons and was open to the future beyond the social
consciousness of the other two groups.
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1. totality

2. concrete totality

3. Gyorgy Lukacs
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5.social reality

6. external context

7. jacques lenoir
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9. Johann Gottfried von Herder
10. Anne Louise Germaine de Staél
11. Hippolyte Taine

12. Erich Kahler

13. Erich Auerbach

14. Arnold Hauser

15. Lucien Goldmann

16. object

17. reality
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