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A Semio-Meaning Analysis of the Novel Al-Farashat wa
al-Ghilan Based on Semantic Regimes with a Focus on
Action and Interaction

Hossein Elyasi Mofrad™, Hoda Rezaei?

Abstract

Landowski is one of the most influential post-Greimasian scholars
who enriched Greimas’s model through his theory of regimes of
meaning. Drawing on phenomenological philosophy, he deepened the
Greimasian approach by linking meaning production to sensory
perception and interaction. While Greimas, in Imperfect Meaning,
introduced the regimes of programming and manipulation, Landowski
expanded this framework by adding adjustment and accident,
emphasizing affect, perception, and interaction as central to meaning
formation. According to him, meaning emerges through regimes of
meaning by moving beyond action toward passion and affective
engagement. Based on Landowski’s model, the present study
examines the novel Al-Farashat wa al-Ghilan by Ezzeddine Jelloudji
and aims to provide a systematic analysis of the narrative. The
research focuses on the relationships among actants, sensory and
perceptual dimensions, and concepts such as subject, object, and
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interactive situations within the story. The findings show that the
novel begins with a tense atmosphere as Serbian forces, in an
unexpected accidental event, besiege Sarajevo and massacre civilians.
Muhammad, the protagonist, represents a suppressed subject whose
voice conveys the suffering of children and their forgotten dreams
during war. As the narrative progresses, children become central as
symbols of the homeland’s future, leading to a transformation of the
subject into a value-object. The wise Sheikh employs programming
and manipulation to propose migration to Albania but encounters
obstacles. Eventually, with the emergence of a shared sense of
satisfaction and Amir’s withdrawal from programming—following
humanitarian efforts by Arab countries, particularly Qatar and
Kuwait—the regime of adjustment is realized. Finally, through
effective actions aimed at improving refugees’ conditions, Haj
Ibrahim, as the principal subject, occupies the position of object.
Keywords: Embodied self-assertion; Phenomenology of presence;
Semiotic-semantic analysis; Semantic regime; Action; ‘Izz al-Din
Jala waj1 .

1. Introduction

This article analyzes the Arabic novel Al-Farashat wa al-Ghilan (The
Butterflies and the Ogres) by Algerian writer ‘Izz al-Din Jalawaji
through Eric Landowski’s theory of “semantic regimes.” The study
adopts a post-Greimasian, semio-narrative perspective that foregrounds
embodied presence, lived experience and interaction rather than purely
structural relations. Landowski extends Greimas’s focus on programming
and manipulation by adding the regimes of accident and adjustment,
arguing that meaning is produced in concrete encounters between bodies,
situations and others. In Al-Farashat wa al-Ghilan, which narrates the
ordeal of Bosnian/Croatian children and refugees under Serbian violence,
their forced migration to Albania and later resettlement via regional
humanitarian intervention, these regimes appear in a clear sequence. The
novel thus becomes a suitable case to explore how war, displacement and
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solidarity are organized semantically through accident, programming,
manipulation and adjustment, and how suffering, vulnerability and
resilience of children become central to meaning-making.

2. Research Questions
The study is guided by three main questions.

1. Which events and situations signal the emergence of “selfhood” and
embodied assertion in the child-protagonist, and how do crisis and loss
push him from passive victimhood toward intentional action and
awareness of value-objects such as homeland and childhood.

2. Which persuasive, ethical and affective strategies are used by major
actants—especially the Sheikh, Salman and Amir—to convince or
mobilize others, and how do these strategies exemplify Landowski’s
regime of manipulation.

3. What value-objects structure the narrative (children, homeland,
human dignity), and through which trajectories do subjects acquire,
protect or themselves become these value-objects, particularly in the final
regime of adjustment and shared satisfaction.

By answering these questions, the article seeks to show that the
passage from accident and programming to adjustment is inseparable
from the ethical and affective dimensions of embodiment and interaction.

3. Literature Review

The theoretical basis is provided mainly by Morteza Babak Mo‘in’s
work on Landowski’s semantic regimes, which clarifies the roles of
accident, programming, manipulation and adjustment in narrative and
discourse. Other studies have applied this model to educational discourse,
popular and children’s literature and classical Persian narratives,
demonstrating its flexibility, though almost all within Persian or
non-Arabic corpora. Regarding Al-Farashat wa al-Ghilan, existing
Arabic-language research has focused on aesthetics and semantics of
space, the figure of the child, paratextual thresholds, macro-metaphors
and narrative structure. These works draw on structuralist, stylistic or
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general semiotic approaches and analyze titles, spatial oppositions, time
and character construction. However, none has examined the novel
through Landowski’s semantic regimes or offered a meaning-centered,
body-oriented  reading organized explicitly around accident,
programming, manipulation and adjustment. This article therefore fills a
clear gap by providing the first Landowskian analysis of this novel.

4. Methodology

The research is qualitative and interpretive, using semio-narrative
analysis with Landowski’s semantic regimes as the main lens. The corpus
is the full text of Al-Farashat wa al-Ghilan (2018), examined via close
reading of events, actants and key discursive scenes. The framework
centers on the square of regimes—accident, programming, manipulation,
adjustment—together with actantial roles, value-objects and embodied
presence. Analytically, the study proceeds in four steps.

First, it identifies the initial “tensive configuration™: the sudden attack
of “ogres” (Serbian soldiers), the siege of the village, the destruction of
Muhammad’s home and the massacre of his family, narrated from a
frightened child’s viewpoint. This stage is interpreted as the regime of
accident, in which events are neither planned nor anticipated and the
subject is thrown into chaos.

Second, it examines the move to programming and manipulation
through the debates between the Sheikh and Salman. The Sheikh
advocates sending women and children to Albania while young men stay
to fight; Salman calls for collective mobilization of all groups. Their
shared goal (saving the homeland) but divergent programs and rhetorical
strategies illustrate the regime of manipulation.

Third, it analyzes the refugees’ journey and precarious life in Albania
and the emergence of Amir as a new programming subject who urges
return to the homeland and dignified struggle, shifting the value-object
from survival abroad to resistance at home.
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Finally, it explores the regional humanitarian intervention (especially
by Qatar and Kuwait) and the role of Haj Ibrahim as a helper-subject
whose actions pave the way for adjustment.

5. Results

The findings show that Al-Farashat wa al-Ghilan closely follows
Landowski’s sequence of regimes. Under accident, Serbian forces
unexpectedly invade, destroy houses and kill Muhammad’s family,
turning home into a shattered, blood-stained space and exposing the child
to extreme fear and helplessness. Yet this trauma also triggers his
intentionality: he runs to warn the neighboring village and inform the
Sheikh, thus beginning his trajectory as an actant who uses testimony and
warning to protect others. When the focus shifts to the village council,
programming and manipulation dominate: the Sheikh and Salman
propose different programs, mobilize ethical and affective arguments and
compete for the community’s consent. The Sheikh constructs children as
value-objects to be safeguarded as the nation’s future, whereas Salman
stresses honor, sacrifice and universal participation in struggle. Their
conflict exemplifies the co-actant relations and persuasive strategies
central to the manipulation regime.

The relocation to Albania reveals the fragility of programming:
despite following the Sheikh’s plan, refugees confront poverty, disease
and the possibility of slow collective death in a country lacking adequate
resources. In this context, Amir re-evaluates the situation and proposes a
new program based on return and resistance, reframing the value-object
in terms of dignity rather than mere survival. Before this alternative
program is fully realized, a new configuration arises with the
humanitarian intervention of Qatar and Kuwait. Through Haj Ibrahim,
housing, infrastructure, security, schooling and recreational spaces are
provided in a newly built city, radically transforming the refugees’
condition. This marks the regime of adjustment: the community
experiences shared safety and gratitude, their affective relation to place
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changes and a collective sense of satisfaction and co-presence emerges
that overcomes earlier tensions.

In this final regime, relations are no longer governed by domination or
ownership; instead, they are structured by empathy, ethical care and
recognition of common humanity beyond religious and national
boundaries, as articulated in Haj Ibrahim’s discourse on the world as a
single human homeland. His morally motivated actions transform him, in
the children’s eyes, from a helper-subject into a value-object: they see in
his presence the warmth, protection and affection of a lost father. The
novel thus moves from a world marked by child-killing, destroyed homes
and murdered teachers—figures of the death of knowledge and values—
to a world in which humanitarian solidarity, love of homeland, sacrifice
and humanity emerge as higher-order values that retain meaning even
amid war and exile. The study concludes that Al-Farashat wa al-Ghilan
not only reflects Landowski’s semantic regimes at the level of plot, but
also foregrounds embodiment, affect and ethical interaction as
indispensable dimensions of narrative meaning.
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Figure 1: Landowski’s Model for Examining a Narrative Structure Using an
Actantial/Action-Oriented Approach
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Figure 2: The Four Actantial Subjects and Their Relational Configuration in
Al-Farashat wa al-Ghilan
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Figure 3: The Initial Tensive Configuration of the Narrative
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Figure 4: The Trajectory of Meaning Regimes from Tension to Adjustment
in Al-Farashat wa al-Ghilan
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