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Abstract

In a group of collective narratives whose narrative agent is a collective
narrator, the author shows the nature of the narrator in a singular form
in order to make the point of view realistic in parts of the story. The
story has a technical function, so we can call this category “Technical
We Narration”. technical We Narratives consist of at least two
narrative levels, what forms this leveling happens in the process of
changing the perspective and accordingly the narrative perspective.
The common denominator of these narratives is, in most cases, the
first narrator is a person who assumes the role of narrating the
collective narrative. The upcoming research studies the influence of
this first person in Technical We Narratives with an inferential
approach. To achieve this goal, examples of contemporary Persian
fiction have been selected and analyzed. The result shows that the "I"
narrator can be aware of the level of awareness, importance of the role
in terms and communication with other members of the group.
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1. Introduction

We-narration is a form of first-person point of view in which the
narrator refers to itself using the first-person plural pronoun. In its
ideal form, none of the members of the “we” group can be
individually identified. In such cases, with a strong emphasis on
collectivism, the pronoun we moves beyond its grammatical function
and becomes a discursive narrative perspective. This type of narration
is known as aligned we-narration and lies outside the scope of the
present study.

However, not all we-narratives are similar in grammatical and
discursive terms. In most cases, based on linguistic criteria in
structuralist narratology, the zero point of the pronoun we is a
presupposed | that is combined with an other. Some theorists do not
consider these narratives truly collective and see them as the result of
combining two narrative levels that can ultimately be reduced to first-
person singular narration.

In this study, narratives in which the first-person singular
embedded in we is identifiable are still categorized as we-narratives.
At the same time, they cannot be regarded as fully collective we-
narratives. Therefore, this group is referred to as technical we-
narration. The embedded | is called the recounting self, because
according to psychological theories, it functions as the dominant
narrator.

At the most basic narrative level, technical we-narration does not
differ significantly from first-person singular narration. In first-person
singular narratives—defined as narratives in which the narrator is a
character involved in the events and is ultimately expressed through
I—the narrator’s access to story information is limited, and signs of
doubt or restricted knowledge can often be observed. However, in
some stories, by foregrounding the narrative function of we rather than
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I, the narration moves toward a more fully collective or discursive
form.

This study assumes that the position of the first-person singular
within technical we-narration is determined by intra-group relations
between the recounting | and other group members, by whether
narrative priority is given to the I or to the group, and by the level of
knowledge and access the | has compared to other members. These
features create distinctions among different forms of technical we-
narration. As a result, several types of technical we-narration can be
identified based on formal and thematic criteria.

Research Question(s)
Using a descriptive approach and analyzing seven examples from
contemporary Persian short fiction, this study seeks to answer the
following questions:

1. What is the position of the first-person singular within technical
we-narration?

2. By focusing on the narrative role of the first-person singular,
what types of technical we-narration can be identified?

2. Literature Review

Research on collective narration is relatively new compared to other
narrative forms, and studies in this field in Iran are limited. The first
focused study is the article “A Theoretical and Practical Study on
"First Person Plural Narrative” (in Five Short Stories of Hooshang
Golshiri)” by Abbas Jahedjah and Leila Rezaei (2013). In this article,
the authors introduce we-narration based on the views of several
Western theorists and briefly analyze five short stories by Golshiri
written from this point of view.

Another relevant study is “The Linguistic-Narrative Applications of
Conventional Plurals in Storytelling” by Nastaran Shahbazi and
Hossein Bayat (2022). This article examines the narrative possibilities
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created by different components of the first-person plural pronoun
through literary examples.

In addition, Shahbazi et al. (2023), in an article titled “Demarcation
the Term Collective Narrative: Investigating the Role of Narrative
Agent in the Shared Concepts,” focus on defining the dimensions of
collective narration.

3. Methodology

A useful framework for illustrating the general function of the
recounting | in technical we-narration can be developed based on
Lintvelt’s concept of narrative mode. In his narratological analysis,
Lintvelt classifies narrative levels within a macro-narrative according
to whether narratives are embedded within one another. In his model,
first-degree narration is always performed by an extradiegetic narrator,
while second-degree narration is presented by an intradiegetic
narrator.

In stories narrated by a we narrator, however, the situation is
somewhat different. Most of these stories employ an intradiegetic
narrator, and functionally, their narrative agency occupies an
intermediate position between personalized narration and omniscient
narration. Therefore, Lintvelt’s model can be revised based on the
specific features of these narratives and solely on the narrative actions
of the members of the narrating group.

3. Results

Technical we-narration, as a form of collective narration that
emphasizes a first-person narrator, helps reinforce the realism of the
story. The presence of the first-person singular in technical we-
narration influences narratives in several ways.

First, intra-group relations are the factor that gives the group its
collective identity. If the embedded narrative reflects a genuinely
collective narrative act and does not merely bring together the
recounting | and other members around a temporary subject, the group
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relationship will be stable, and vice versa. In this case, group identity
does not depend on the narrated subject, and the members already
belong to a shared collective.

Second, the role of the group differs for the recounting | and for
other members. Depending on whether the group functions as a purely
representational element or as an inherent aspect of identity, two
forms can be distinguished. In the first form, the group and collective
narration act as expressive devices that reflect a dimension of the
recounting I’s character. In the second form, the group is more than a
tool for characterization and functions as an autonomous narrative
agent.

Third, access to information is a key issue related to narrative
perspective. Depending on how information is presented, the story
may portray the recounting | as either informed or uninformed. Each
of these positions leads to different outcomes in the discursive
structure of the narrative.
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