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Abstract

Surrealist narratives transcend structural and classical narrative
systems and present phenomenal, unconscious, and miraculous
perceptions in a dialectical relationship between dream and reality.
One of the important functions of these narratives is the ecstatic
function. Enjoyment refers to a state in which literary discourse
transcends the structural, action-oriented, program-oriented, and goal-
oriented system and enters a sensory-perceptual, abstract, and dream-
oriented state. The issue that arises is how the transition from hard
narratology to soft narratology takes place. What techniques and
factors in this transition cause the production of meaning and
enjoyment in the surrealist narrative? This article, using a descriptive-
analytical method and a discursive semiotics approach, while
examining the grounds for the transition from hard narratology in
narrative semiotics to soft narratology, examines the characteristics of
surrealist enjoyment in two surrealist short stories, "Nightmares" and
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"Traces of the Amber Man" by Abu Torab Khosravi. The results show
that narratives move from purely action systems, material values,
referential aspects, subject-object distance, and rigid and frozen
situations to soft, fluid, emotional, and phenomenal discourse systems,
internal values, non-referential forms, etc. Syntactically determined
structures collapse, and grammatical and rigid subjects and bodies
transform into perceptual, eventual, and mythological subjects and
bodies. These arrangements create the illusion of surrealist images in
the narrator, surrealist shock and jolt, loss of meaning, and the
preservation of defamiliarization.

Keywords: surrealist story, discursive enjoyment, hard narratology,
soft narratology, narrative semiotics

1. Introduction

Surrealist narratives disrupt classical narrative conventions,
challenging structural, programmatic, and goal-oriented modes of
storytelling. Meaning emerges through dream, perception, and
embodied experience rather than causal or referential logic. This
marks a transition from ‘“hard” narratology, which emphasizes
structured sequences and action-driven frameworks, to “soft”
narratology, which highlights phenomenological, affective, and non-
linear qualities. Discursive enjoyment is central to this transition: it
denotes a state in which narratives transcend rigid structures, allowing
sensory and abstract experiences to dominate reader engagement. This
study examines the narrative strategies in Persian surrealist stories that
enable this transition and create ecstatic readerly effects.

2. Research Questions
1. How do Persian surrealist narratives transition from hard
narratology to soft narratology?
2. Which narrative strategies generate discursive enjoyment and
fluid meaning?
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3. How do these strategies affect reader perception,
defamiliarization, and interpretive openness?

3. Literature Review

Classical narratology, represented by Propp, Todorov, Barthes, and
Greimas, emphasizes actor roles, sequence, and referential clarity.
Greimas’s actantial model illustrates structural relations, but his later
work, On the Loss of Meaning, adopts a phenomenological
perspective, focusing on embodiment, perceptual presence, and the
role of discourse in shaping experience. Post-Greimasian theorists,
including Fontanier, Zilberberg, Coucke, and Landowski, expanded
these ideas to include affective, tensive, and discursive dimensions.
Philosophical influences from Kant, Husserl, Heidegger, Gadamer,
Merleau-Ponty, and Wittgenstein underpin the conceptual foundations
of soft narratology. Their work challenges Cartesian dualisms,
emphasizes embodied perception, qualitative temporality, and
interpretive openness, informing mechanisms through which meaning
becomes fluid, experiential, and non-referential. Despite these
theoretical advances, the phenomenon of discursive enjoyment in
Persian surrealist narratives remains underexplored. While previous
studies have examined the transition from structural narrative
semiotics to phenomenological and discourse-oriented approaches,
little attention has been paid to the role of discursive enjoyment in
Persian surrealist fiction. This gap is particularly significant because
surrealist narratives provide a privileged space for observing how
narrative structures dissolve into perceptual, affective, and non-
referential forms of meaning production.

4. Methodology

A descriptive-analytical method combined with discursive semiotics
was employed. Two Persian surrealist short stories, "Nightmares™ and
"Traces of the Amber Man," were analyzed. The selected stories were
chosen because of their strong surrealist orientation and their
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suitability for examining the semiotic and discursive mechanisms
through which ecstatic states and fluid meaning are generated. The
analysis focused on subject presence, discursive systems, temporality,
narrative disorientation, poetics of minutiae, and hypericonic or post-
signifying imagery. Analytical categories—embodiment, affective-
tensive systems, and phenomenological perception—were used to
identify mechanisms for the transition from hard to soft narratology
and the generation of discursive enjoyment.

5. Results

The analysis reveals that surrealist narratives employ multiple
strategies to shift from hard, structured narratology to soft, fluid, and
ecstatic forms:

« Embodied and Phenomenological Presence: Subjects are
liberated from structural and grammatical constraints,
becoming perceptual, event-oriented, and mythological.

o Temporal Fluidity: Surrealist time is non-linear and tensive,
creating qualitative experience that disrupts cognitive
sequencing.

o Narrative Disorientation and Hypericonicity: Hypericonic
and post-signifying imagery produces defamiliarization,
cognitive disruption, and ecstatic effects.

e Poetics of Minutiae and Flash Moments: Intertwined
subjects and objects create perceptual intensity and dream-like
qualities.

o Affective and Tensive Discursive Systems: Thymic and
tensive systems create affective resonance and intuitive
insight.

The conditions and strategies for achieving discursive enjoyment in
the two case studies are summarized in the table below.
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Table 1. Semiotic Mechanisms of the Transition from Hard to Soft
Narratology in the Selected Stories

Qualitative |Other Features of
Modes of Presence and|-.
Story . . Time and||Soft  Narratology
Discursive Systems .
Space (Enjoyment)
Embodied and Narrative
phenomenological disorientation;
Nightmares ||presence; thymic|— hypericonicity; post-
discourse system signifying, trans-
(unconscious presence) discursive imagery
Phenomenological .
resence; tensive Narrative
Traces of the P ’ “[[Tensive disorientation;
discourse system; . - o
Amber Man || . . ; temporality |poetics of minutiae;
dialectic of reality and . .
N embodied perception
imagination

Semiotic Functions and Reader Effects

|Semiotic Functions

HReaderIy Effects

Sensory-perceptual positioning of subjects and
transformation of the text into corporeal
discourse

Transmission of ecstatic
experience

insufficiency, non-referential imagery

Gestalt acceleration, instantaneity of presence,|/Intensification of
surrealist shock and surprise perception
Defamiliarization, fluidity of meaning, semantic|Sustained illusion and

interpretive openness

These strategies collectively enable narratives to shift from structural,

goal-oriented frameworks to soft, fluid, and e

cstatic forms, preserving

defamiliarization, sustaining discursive enjoyment, and enhancing

interpretive flexibility.

6. Conclusion

Persian surrealist narratives realize the transition from hard to soft

narratology through embodied, tensive, a
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Discursive enjoyment emerges via hypericonic imagery, narrative
disorientation, poetics of minutiae, and qualitative temporality.
Subjects are transformed from grammatical, structural entities to
perceptual, mythological, and event-oriented presences. The study
contributes to narrative theory by linking post-Greimasian semiotics
with mechanisms of ecstatic, phenomenological storytelling,
illuminating aesthetic and cognitive effects of surrealist narratives.
Beyond its contribution to the study of Persian surrealist fiction, the
research demonstrates the analytical potential of post-Greimasian
discursive semiotics for investigating experiential, affective, and
phenomenological dimensions of narrative discourse and for
explaining the production of fluid meaning in surrealist texts.
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