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Abstract

Narration is the expression of human experiences in order to make
meaning. Narrative mode has a very important role in absorbing
addressees. This essay studies linguistically the narrative mode of
Lady Azadeh and Her Author by Reza Baraheni in order to show how
postmodern components are represented in this work. Studying this
novel according to Simpson’s narrative analysis model 2004 shows
that non-Persian sentences of this novel represent social and cultural
situation of the main character. Material and relational processes have
been used more than the other processes. Most parts of this work have
been narrated in third-person reflector and from the viewpoint of
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different characters. Negative shading is dominant in this narration
and free direct speech is found more than the other types of speech
and thought presentation. This novel includes a lot of intertextual
relations in different fields. But nonlinear textual structure of this
narration is not analyzable through Simpson’s model. Additionally,
incoherence and uncertainty in this postmodern novel are represented
through non-Persian parts, different narrators with various narrations,
negative shading, words of estrangement, quoting characters’ speech
in free direct form without reporting clause, anachronisms and
numerous intertextualities.

Keywords: Lady Azadeh and Her Author, postmodern novel,
Simpson, narratology

1. Introduction

Narration is the expression of human experiences in order to make
meaning. Narrative mode has a very important role in absorbing
addressees. Studying the narrative mode of stories clarifies the
viewpoint and attitudes of narrators in situations and conditions
described. Linguistic study of this viewpoint provides more
comprehensive analysis of the narrative mode of these works. This
essay studies linguistically the narrative mode of Lady Azadeh and
Her Author (2002) by Reza Baraheni according to Simpson's narrative
model (2004) in order to determine how postmodern characteristics
are represented in the narrative structure of this novel. The hypothesis
of this study is that incoherence and uncertainty in this novel are
represented through non-Persian parts, different narrators with various
narrations, negative shading, words of estrangement, quoting
characters' thoughts and perceptions in free direct form, anachronisms
and numerous intertextualities.

2. Literature Review
Studying the narrative mode of stories helps in identifying the style of
stories and their authors. Some related researches are as the following:
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Aghagolzadeh and pourebrahim (2008) have studied the point of
view in The First Day in the Tomb, written by Sadegh Choubak,
according to Simpson's model 1993. Narrator of this story is the third
person reflector which describes thoughts, beliefs and emotions of the
protagonist. Also, the dominant modality of the story is positive which
depicts certain viewpoint of the narrator about the reality of death.

Khademi Koulayie and Mollazadeh (2013) have studied the
postmodern novel Hiss by Mohammad Reza Kateb. One of the
features of this work is using uncertainty to challenge the godlike
position of the author and give dignity to readers by frequent usage of
the word "maybe", the proposition "or" and different questions about a
single subject. They believe that instabilities resulting from
uncertainty are opportunities for readers to follow different attitudes
and storylines rather than a single attitude and storyline.

Parina and de Leon (2014) used the modal framework of Simpson
to analyze stylistically the story Things You Don't Know by lan
Rosales. Results show that the epistemic type of modals is
preponderant; according to Simpson' model 1993, this type allows the
readers to feel the narrator's uncertainty in situations or events. Since
the epistemic modal is the most type, the story is definitely negative in
shade and this can be inferred in the short story where the narrator is
uncertain about what is going on in her everyday affairs.

Studying Mrs. Dalloway by Virginia Woolf, Akalin (2015)
explained that Woolf prefers to state women's position in the society
indirectly just by using modals and adverbs rather than by explaining
it directly. Studying this novel through words signifying possibility
such as "might”, "as far as | know", "perhaps™ and "nearly" indicates
that Woolf has used these structures to reduce certainty of speeches,
through which she tries to teach readers women's thought system. So,
tendency to be inaccurate may be considered as one of the
characteristics of women's speech.
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3. Theoretical Framework

Most narratives have something more to offer than just temporally

arranged clauses. Narratives require development and elaboration; and

also, they require a degree of stylistic flourish to give them an imprint

of individuality or personality (Simpson, 2004, p. 19). Two basic

components of a narrative are plot and discourse: plot is the abstract

storyline of a narrative; however, discourse is the manner or means by

which that plot is narrated (Ibid, p. 20). Simpson suggests a model for

narrative analysis which includes six units:

1.Textual medium; This refers to the physical channel of
communication through which a story is narrated. Films, novels,
musicals and strip cartoons are examples of narrative media (lIbid,
pp. 20-21).

2.Sociolinguistic code; It expresses through language the historical,
cultural and linguistic setting which frames a narrative (lbid, p. 21).

3.Characterization 1: actions and events; It describes how the
development of characters is related to actions and events of a story
(Ibid, p. 21). The linguistic framework which includes this aspect
of narrative organization is Halliday's transitivity (Ibid, pp. 74-75)
that encompasses six types of semantic process: material, mental,
relational, behavioral, verbal and existential processes (Ibid, p. 22).

4.Characterization: point of view; This unit explores the relationship
between mode of narration and a character's or narrator's point of
view (Ibid, p. 21).

5. Textual structure; This part explains the way individual narrative
units are arranged and organized in a story (lbid, p. 21).

6.Intertextuality; Narrative fiction, like all writing, does not exist in a
social and historical vacuum and it often echoes other texts and
images either as implicit intertextuality or as manifest
intertextuality (Ibid, p. 21).
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4. Research Methodology

This research was done in a descriptive-analytic method. Essential
linguistic elements like idiolects, semantic processes, techniques of
speech and thought presentation, words and sentences showing
modality, anachronisms and intertextual relations were extracted from
the novel and classified. Finally, these data were analyzed both
qualitatively and quantitatively and their relations with characteristics
of postmodern novels were stated.

5. Results and Discussion

The study of Lady Azadeh and Her Author by Reza Baraheni
according to Simpson's narrative model 2004 says that non-Persian
sentences of this novel represent social and cultural situation of the
main character. Material and relational processes have been used more
than the other processes. Most parts of this novel have been narrated
by third-person reflector and from the viewpoint of different
characters. This narration is dominated by negative shading and free
direct speech is found more than the other types of speech and thought
presentation. This novel includes a lot of intertextual relations in
different fields. But because of recursive structure of this novel, this
model does not have the efficiency of analyzing it. Additionally,
incoherence and uncertainty in this novel are represented through non-
Persian parts, different narrators with various narrations, negative
shading, words of estrangement, quoting characters' speech in free
direct form without reporting clause, anachronisms and numerous
intertextualities.
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. Simpson

. reflector

. modality

. Barthes

. boulomaic modality
. Subjunctive modality
. epistemic modality

. Parifia

. de Leon

. Things You Don't Know
. Rosales

. Akalin

. Mrs. Dalloway

. Woolf

. flashback

. prevision

. repetition

. Textual Medium

. Sociolinguistic Code
. Characterization

. actions and events

. Halliday

. phenomenon

. behaver

. receiver

. verbiage

. existent

. point of view

. homodiegetic

. heterodiegetic

. negative shading

. words of estrangement
textual structure

. Propp
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36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44,
45,
46.
47.

49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.

Labov
Genette
order
anachronism
analepsis
prolepsis
Intertextuality
Bakhtin
dialogism
Todorov
Kristeva
Johnstone
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Homer
James Joyce

Dashiell Hammett
Maurice Blanchot

Michel Foucault
Heidegger
Chagall

Wim Wenders
Mozart
Beethoven
Dominguez
Picasso

Bill Clinton
Divine Comedy
Naked Lunch
White Nights
Dionysus

Zeus

Cadmus
Semele
Tomolus
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