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Abstract

Narrative is commonly defined as a transition from a state of equilibrium to
disequilibrium and ultimately to a secondary equilibrium. The Ta'ziyeh of
Hazrat Ali Akbar similarly begins with a preliminary recitation in a balanced
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state, which is disrupted by the presence of antagonistic forces, leading
ultimately to the martyrdom of Hazrat Ali Akbar. This performance,
typically staged on the eighth day of Muharram, portrays key moments
including the request for permission to enter the battlefield, combat, return,
request for water, and martyrdom, culminating in a collective ritual
procession.

This study aims to examine the narrative structure of the Ta'ziyeh of Hazrat
Ali Akbar through a narratological approach. While identifying a unified
model is not feasible due to variations in performance, shared structural
features can be identified and analyzed. The findings indicate that the
narrative structure of Ta'ziyeh can be divided into three main parts:
introduction, main event, and conclusion. The introduction prepares the
audience through musical and vocal elements; the main event develops
around the fate of the central character; and the conclusion culminates in
martyrdom and ritual participation.

The analysis further reveals that the narrative structure consists of
multiple interwoven levels, frequent disruptions in narrative continuity, and
the strategic arrangement of motifs. Temporal progression is largely linear,
with limited instances of anachrony. The narrator employs omission and
condensation to regulate narrative speed, focusing on key turning points.
Emphasis is placed on the events of Ashura as a present experiential time,
rather than a historical past. Additionally, the interplay between auditory and
visual elements plays a crucial role in shaping narrative levels and audience
experience, resulting in a multi-layered performative space.

Keywords: narratology, Ta'ziyeh, narrative structure, Ashura, Iranian
performance, Ali Akbar

Introduction

Narrative is defined as a transition from equilibrium to disequilibrium and
eventually to a secondary equilibrium. The Ta'ziyeh of Hazrat Ali Akbar
follows this structure, beginning with a preliminary state of balance that is
disrupted by opposing forces and ultimately resolved through martyrdom.
This performance is typically staged during the first ten days of Muharram,
most often on the eighth day, and centers on the martyrdom of Hazrat Ali
Akbar.
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The performance begins with speeches by Imam Husayn, Hazrat Zaynab,
and Layla, followed by Ali Akbar’s request for permission to enter the
battlefield. Subsequent scenes depict his combat, return, request for water,
and eventual martyrdom. The performance concludes with Imam Husayn
mourning over his son’s body and calling upon the youth of Banu Hashim,
often leading to a collective ritual procession.

This study aims to analyze the narrative structure of this Ta'ziyeh using
narratological theories to identify its underlying patterns and structural
elements.

Theoretical Framework

The data for this study were collected through field research and analyzed
using narratological approaches. Narratology provides the methodological
tools necessary for examining the structural components and levels of
narrative texts.

Findings

Narratology emphasizes the analysis of narrative elements and the different
levels of a text. The analysis begins with the surface level accessible to the
audience and progresses toward deeper structural layers.

The narrative structure of Iranian performances such as Ta'ziyeh can be
broadly divided into three sections: introduction, main event, and
conclusion.

The introduction prepares the audience through musical and vocal
performances before presenting the main narrative. The main event centers
on the fate of a martyr and develops the plot through techniques such as
narration, singing, and episodic digressions. The conclusion culminates in
the martyrdom of the central character and transforms into a collective ritual
experience.

The narrative structure of the Ta'ziyeh of Hazrat Ali Akbar demonstrates
multiple interwoven narrative levels, disruptions in narrative continuity, and
a structured arrangement of motifs. The temporal sequence is largely linear,
with minimal anachrony, primarily in the form of forward shifts. The
narrator regulates narrative speed through omission and condensation,
focusing on key events.
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A significant feature of the narrative is its emphasis on the present time of
Ashura rather than historical chronology. Characters act within this present
temporal framework, highlighting the immediacy and significance of the
events.

Furthermore, auditory elements such as musical modes and vocal
expressions play a crucial role in shaping narrative levels. The interaction
between auditory and visual elements creates a multi-layered narrative
experience and contributes to the formation of a complex performative
space.
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