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Linking Parallel Narratives Through “goriz”
The Influence of Narrative in the Poem of Tuhfat al-

A'azem on T'aziyyah
Hamed Noruzi™!, Mofid shateri?

Abstract

Tuhfatul-A'azam-e Alam Ara is a historical epic that describes
the bravery and battles of one of the emirs of the Qohestan
region, written by a poet with the pen name "Asi". What
distinguishes this poem from the local historiographies and
religious epics of its time is the use of a type of parallel
narrative in the structure of the story and the use of "Goriz",
a trick specific to Ta'ziyyah or Shabih-Xani , to connect
these two narratives. This unique feature is examined in the
present article. Therefore, the present research is organized
under the following major questions: How and for what
purpose did the poet use the narrative method of parallel
narratives? How did he use Goriz to connect these parallel
narratives? In response to these two questions, the following
results were obtained: In this poem, the poet establishes two
parallel narratives in the mind of his audience: 1. The main
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narrative (the battles and epics of Amir Alam Khan I11l); 2.
The parallel narrative (the events of Karbala). To strengthen
this parallel structure, numerous parallels are created in the
mind of the audience by using the trick of Goriz to connect
and relate the events of Karbala with the main narrative. The
points of connection are selected based on parallels or
similar elements and through factors such as analogy and
parallelism, inspiration and unseen voice, the two parallel
narratives are connected. Using these connections, Asi is
constantly moving between the main and secondary
narratives. The most common way of moving from the main
narrative to the parallel narrative and creating escape is the
creative use of "association".

Key wors: Tuhfatul-A'azam-e Alam Ara, Asi, parallel narration,
ta'ziyyah (Shabih-xani), Goriz.

1. Introduction

Tuhtat al-A'azem Alam Ara is a historical-religious poem written
in the second half of the reign of Nasir al-Din Shah, describing
the bravery and battles of Amir Alam Khan Il1, one of the emirs
of the Qohestan region, by a poet with the pen name “Asi” and
his son’s writings with the pen name “Qasir”. Like the
Shahnameh, this poem is composed in "motagareb mosamman
mahzuf/maqgsur” meter.

What distinguishes this poem from the historical and religious
epics of its time is the use of a type of "parallel narrative" that
comes from folklore literature and is seen as “goriz” in ta’ziyyah
or "shabih-xani". These scenes, which are intended to connect
the subject of ta’ziyyah with the martyrdom of Imam Hussein,

are called “goriz be sahraye Karbala”, “guse” or “subsidiary
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ta’ziyyah” (Fathali Beigi, 1370, p. 231). Goriz is one example of
parallel narrative. Goriz is a type of disruption in the linear flow
of a narrative that occurs when the narrative swings between
parallel story lines (Safi Pirlojeh, 2012, p. 81). Parallel
narratives, also known as multiple narratives, refer to a narrative
structure that includes two or more separate narratives that are
connected by a common character, event, or theme (Camboni,
2012, p. 18). This allows for multiple perspectives and
connections between generations or cultures (Wright, 2017).
This structure often highlights a larger story or theme that
connects all the story lines (O’neill, 2005, p. 368). This same
narrative pattern is also imitated in the poem Tuhfat al-4 zam.

Research Question(s)

This article is organized under the following broad questions:
How and for what purpose did the poet use the narrative method
of parallel narratives? How did he use escape to connect these
parallel narratives?

2. Literature review

Given that the version of the poem Tuhfat al-A'azem and its poet
have not been introduced and corrected so far, no research has
been conducted on it. No research has been found on parallel
narratives in Persian; however, Zeki Cirakl (2014) has examined
parallel narratives in the novel The Travelers by Paul Harding.
Parallel narratives in cinema have also been examined in studies
such as Remedios et al. (2024). Regarding the narrative trick of
escape in Ta'ziyya, the article "Association; A narrative-dramatic
trick for the metadrama of Goriz in Ta’ziyeh has been published
by Norouzi and Shateri (2019), in which the process of Goriz is
explained based on association.
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3. Methodology

For greater order, the following factors were examined as the
basis for dividing the different sections of the article: types of
digression/goriz (a. Time-space jump; b. Time jump) and the
subject or character jump of the digression /escape that forms the
parallel narrative. Thus, first, digression that have temporal and
spatial jumps are examined. Then, for greater accuracy in the
analysis, we also analyze the subject or character jump that
caused the digression /escape. In the next section of the article,
the same pattern is applied to narratives in which only the time
jump of the narrative caused the narrative/escape.

4. Results
Time-space jump
In this section, narratives are examined whose time is related to
the time of the Ashura incident and whose location is also related
to an event in the same case. Therefore, the spatial-temporal
trajectory (Qain-Qajar) of the main narrative is shifted to the
spatial-time trajectory of the secondary narrative (Karbala-50
AH). These cases are:

Subject-character jump to Khuzaymah

The first Goriz in this poem is the Goriz to the desert of
Karbala and the Ta’ziyyah on the day of Ashura, during which a
narrative of Khuzaymah’s martyrdom is also narrated, which on
the one hand supports the fighters and on the other hand is a
serious disruption in the main narrative, namely the description
of the bravery of Amir Alam Khan Ill. This Goriz is divided into
several parts and is divided into sections: the attack of the
Asefids, the scape from Asefid captivity, and the genealogy of
the Alam family (Al Khuzaymah) (9p).

Subject-Character Shift to Hazrat Zain al-Abidin
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Amir Alam Khan is captured by the Asifs shortly after
deciding to participate in the battle. He remembers the illness of
Karbala, his inability to fight, and then the capture of Imam
Sajjad (AS) and the caravan of Karbala prisoners.

Subject-Character Shift to the Sham-e Ghariban

After capturing Amir Alam Khan, the Asifs take him to Tus
and Mashhad. Here again, two narratives are parallel: the
transfer of the prisoners and survivors of the Karbala army and
Imam Sajjad to the Ghariban (parallel narrative) with the transfer
of Amir Alam Khan, who is a captive, to Mashhad (main
narrative). (7p)

Subject-Character Shift to Two Muslim Children (Do Teflan-e
Moslem)

According to Asi's narration, after the incident of Ashura, Ibn
Ziyad orders that Khuzaymah's descendants be wiped out from
the face of the earth for helping the Imam. But the two children,
who are the only survivors of Khuzaymah, escape from this
misfortune. From here we enter the likeness of two Muslim
children (12p).

Subject-character shift to Hazrat Ali Akbar (AS)

Asi escapes from the main narrative to Hazrat Ali Akbar's
Ta'ziyya in three places: first, when he returns from the captivity
of the Asifs, second, during his trip to Karbala (16p-18r) and the
trip of Amir Alam Khan to Karbala

Subject-character shift to Hazrat Abbas (AS)

The only time that Hazrat Abbas's Ta'ziyya is mentioned is
during Amir Alam Khan's trip to Karbala; when visiting the
shrine of Hazrat Abbas (AS) becomes a means of association and
Goriz for the poet.

Time shift in the narrative (the trip to Karbala)
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One of the places where the poet tries to have a long Goriz
from the event of Ashura is the narration of Amir Alam Khan's
pilgrimage to Karbala (70r). This event, which is not mentioned
in history, occupies approximately the last third of the poem.

Parallel narratives in the poem Tuhfat al-A'zam are inserted
into the main story with the aim of comparing the two narratives.
By creating this parallel narrative, Asi intended to expand the
discourse of the poem Tuhfat al-A'zam in terms of character,
time, place, and socio-political events.
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