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Abstract

This research, using David Herman's Narrative Network Theory,
examines the relationships between characters, events, times, and
places in the first chapter of this work. Herman's theory is based on
the principle that narratives are not only composed of independent
elements, but these elements are connected through a network of
semantic relationships, and these connections play a significant role in
understanding the messages of the story. In this study, two tales,
"Hanbuy with Zahhak" and "Kharreh-Namah and Bahram Gur," have
been analyzed as prominent examples. The results show that in the
tale of "Hanbuy with Zahhak," the moral choice of the main character
to save his brother forms a network of emotional, familial, and power
relationships that also affect the behavior of the character Zahhak. In
the tale of "Kharreh-Namah and Bahram Gur," the interaction between
the king and the peasant represents the impact of individual behavior
on society and the role of justice in governance. Also, the study of
temporal and spatial relationships showed that the nonlinear structure
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of the narrative, by embedding sub-narratives within the main
narrative, creates a network of multilayered meanings.

Keywords: marzbannameh, david herman, narrative networks,
interactions of narrative elements

1. Introduction

Marzbannameh is one of the prominent and ancient texts of Persian
literature, which includes a collection of anecdotes and stories that
explain the principles of wisdom, politics, and prudence. In addition to
its moral and educational values, this book is one of the important
works that has received attention in the field of literary studies and
narratology due to its complex narrative structure and diversity in
characters and situations. One of these theories is the theory of
narrative networks, developed by David Herman and analyzes the
semantic relationships within the narrative. Undoubtedly, many
narratology theories have been formed in the context of modern
narrative literature studies, and concepts such as polyphony, focality,
fluid flow of mind, or structural complexities are more prominent than
anything else in contemporary narrative narratives. However, in the
present study, an attempt has been made to use the analytical
capacities of these theories for a new reading of ancient texts,
provided that the adaptation of theoretical concepts to traditional texts
is done carefully, cautiously, and within the framework of text-based
interpretation, with awareness of historical, cultural, and stylistic
differences. In fact, the author's goal is not to absolutely generalize
modern concepts to ancient tales, but to utilize their analytical
framework to better understand narrative structures, the type of
character processing, and how meaning is conveyed in tales; without
ignoring their historical context and cultural context. This theory is
based on the assumption that narratives are not only composed of
individual components, but that these components are interconnected
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in a semantic network and that there are complex relationships
between them that shape the overall meaning of the narrative.

Research Question(s)

1- How do semantic networks within "Marzbannameh" shape the
narrative structure of the work through the relationships between
characters, events, and places?

2- How can the analysis of narrative networks help to understand and
analyze more deeply the messages and internal concepts of the
stories in "Marzbannameh™?

2. Literature Review

The main issue of this research is how the semantic networks within
"Marzbannameh™ shape the narrative structure of the work through the
relationships between characters, events, and places, and how these
relationships can contribute to a deeper understanding of the moral
and social messages of the stories. Examining this issue not only helps
to clarify the narrative mechanisms of this work, but also shows how
concepts such as justice, power, loyalty, and sacrifice are expressed in
the form of a network of semantic relationships. Focusing on the first
chapter of "Marzbannameh” and the two stories "Hanboy with
Zahhak" and "Khorenamah and Bahram-e-Gur", this research attempts
to analyze the hidden connections between narrative elements using
Herman's theory and explain their role in shaping the overall meaning
of the work.

3. Methodology

The research method in this article is descriptive-analytical and uses
David Herman's theory of narrative networks to analyze the
relationships between narrative elements in "Marzbannameh”. In this
research, a case study of the first chapter of Marzbannameh, which
includes two stories (out of four) within the text, is considered as a

clear example of semantic networks. This choice is due to the
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complexity of the relationships between characters and semantic
developments throughout the story, which can provide a deeper
understanding of how the different components of the narrative are
related..

4. Results

Network analysis of narrative based on Herman's theory allows the
various elements of the narrative to be considered not statically, but in
the form of dynamic and interacting nodes. This analysis showed that
the relationships between characters, especially in stories such as
"Hanboy with Zahhak™ or "Khorenamah and Bahram Gur", only lead
to a deep understanding of moral and social messages when these
relationships are analyzed in a network and dynamic context. In the
first story, the moral choice of Hanbu to save his brother is not made
as an individual decision, but rather within a network of emotional
relationships, power, family, and oppression. In the second story, the
connection between the individual action of the peasant, the wise
decision of the daughter, and the king's reaction creates an extensive
cause-and-effect structure that elevates the meaning of the narrative
from a descriptive to an educational level. Another result of this
research is the clarification of the role of temporal and spatial
elements in the formation of meaning in the Marzbannameh.
According to Herman's theory, time and space are not simply contexts
for events, but rather act as meaning-making factors in the narrative
network. The nonlinear structure of the main narrative, reinforced by
the inclusion of sub-narratives, leads to the formation of multiple
temporal and semantic levels. Although the theory of narrative
networks emerged in the context of modern and contemporary
literature, this research showed that this theoretical framework can
also be used to analyze classical texts if historical and stylistic
considerations are observed. The application of this theory to the
analysis of Marzbannameh showed that traditional anecdotes also
have a high capacity for producing networked and dynamic meanings.
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Of course, this analysis must be carried out with caution, precision,
and awareness of the cultural and narrative differences between
traditional texts and modern theories. In general, the results of the
present study show that the theory of narrative networks opens a new
path for reading classical works of Persian literature by providing the
possibility of analyzing the interactions between text components.
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1. narrative networks
2. node
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3. temporal relationships
4. spatial relationships
5. thematic relationships
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