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""Examining the sensory-perceptual and emotional
dimensions of discourse in Albert Camus's The
Stranger and Sadegh Hedayat's The Blind Owl."

Milad Darvishan?, Anet Abkeh,” Yasmin Mohammadi®

Abstract

Discursive semiotics is a process that examines how meaning
functions, is produced, and is received in discursive systems. Our
discourse analysis method is based on the discursive semiotics
approach, which studies the flow of meaning within the contexts of
discursive systems to determine how meaning transforms from a static
state into a dynamic one. For this purpose, we selected two novels,
Albert Camus's The Stranger and Sadegh Hedayat's The Blind Owl,
because the main characters (Meursault and the narrator) are
constantly in contact with sensory spaces that challenge their
perception. In the emotional system of discourse, the issue is not fixed
meaning; rather, meaning is produced just like an event. The primary
meaning of "stranger" (biganeh) is "foreign" and "isolated,” but in
Camus's The Stranger, "the stranger” refers to someone who is in
conflict with the social system. Likewise, in The Blind Owl, the
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meaning derived from the dictionary differs from the meaning
embedded in the story. In this research, using library resources and a
descriptive-analytical method, we answer the question of how the
discursive system in these two novels produces an identity that is in
conflict with the majority of society. In fact, the main aim of this
article is to explain how the tensile system is formed under the
influence of the sensory-perceptual and emotional dimensions of
discourse, based on the two aforementioned novels. The outcome of
analyzing these novels is the impact of the main characters'
relationships on other characters, whose perception is constantly
changing through various sensory spaces.

Keywords: semiotics, sensory-perceptual dimension of discourse,
emotional dimension of discourse, the Stranger, the Blind Owl.

1.Introduction

Discursive semiotics is based on processes that manage the discourse
chain, in which meaning is formed not according to predetermined
goals but rather based on the situational functions of discourse. The
analysis of the semantic system in this research is founded on the
sensory-perceptual principle.

The tensile discursive system follows affective and emotional
conditions, such that this discursive system is not based on the actions
of the actants; rather, the meaning of the text is formed according to
the relationship between the tense participants (tensors) and the
surrounding elements of the text. From the perspective of discursive
semiotics, linguistic productions are subject to a complex process.
Discourse brings forth the sensory-perceptual aspects of meaning for
the subject. The sensory-perceptual discursive system examines the
role of the five human senses in the formation of meaning, while the
tensile-emotional system investigates the psychological and emotional
tensions of the tensors.
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In this article, we examine how The Stranger and The Blind Owl
are formed as identities within society, and how, once formed, they
transform the semantic systems that we previously knew.

2.Literature Review
Hamidreza Shairi wrote a book titled Analysis of Discursive
Semiotics, published by SAMT in 2006 (1385 Persian calendar), the
main goal of which is to examine discourse from various semiotic
dimensions. The obtained results show that these dimensions do not
represent existing discursive genres from a semiotic perspective, and
that all these dimensions share a common point. Therefore, it can be
understood that signs are flexible, fluid, and dynamic types.
Hamidreza Shairi published a translation of a book titled The
Defect of Meaning: From Structuralist Narratology to the Aesthetics
of Presence by Algirdas Julien Greimas through Khamoush
Publications in 2019 (1398 Persian calendar). The aim of this book is
to move from classical, action-oriented semiotics to tensile, emotion-
oriented semiotics. With this book, Greimas demonstrates how
meaning—and, consequently, value—Ilacks any kind of stability. For
this reason, by proposing fluid, emotion-oriented, and sensory-
perceptual processes, Greimas provides a way to move beyond rigid,
program-oriented structures.

3. Methodology

The term "semiotics™ is directly related to the evolution of semiotics
(Shairi, 2006, p.1). Discursive semiotics, based on the direct
interaction between linguistic levels, addresses ontological and
embodied relationships.

An actant is a subject who is defined by the occurrence of an action
and the performance of a deed. However, there are many subjects
whose presence does not depend on a real action and who are not
defined by an action in the process of occurring (Shairi, 2016, p.89).
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In this article, we examine the senses in the two novels The
Stranger and The Blind Owl. These senses are: touch, smell, taste,
hearing, sight, and movement.

Studying the emotional flow of discourse is by no means equivalent
to studying the affective and psychological characteristics of the
characters in an utterance; rather, it means examining the conditions
for the formation and production of the emotional system and how
meaning is created through it (Shairi, 2006, p.138).

The stages of the emotional process of discourse are: the stage of
emotional stimulation, the stage of emotional readiness or emotional
competence, the stage of identity through emotional tension, the stage
of emotional excitement, and the stage of emotional evaluation.

4.Results

The sensory-perceptual dimension of discourse in The Stranger goes
beyond a simple description of the environment. It becomes a means
of portraying a character who is isolated from others and of
Meursault's alienation. The lack of conventional emotions in the face
of key events—such as his mother's death or the murder of the Arab—
emphasizes the absurdity of his existence.

The sensory-perceptual dimension is a fundamental element of the
style and meaning of The Blind Owl. Hedayat uses sensory
descriptions to create an oppressive atmosphere, explore the narrator's
psychological state, and challenge the concept of objective reality.

In The Stranger, the emotional dimension of Meursault's discourse
is characterized by profound detachment. This lack of conventional
emotions in the face of key events—such as his mother's death or the
murder of the Arab—emphasizes the absurdity of his existence.

The emotional dimension of The Blind Owl is a fundamental
element. Hedayat uses his narrator's emotions to create an intense and
unsettling reading experience that explores the depths of the human
soul and calls the very foundations of our existence into question.
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Examining the novels The Stranger and The Blind Owl based on
the tensile discursive system shows that meaning is not always formed
solely through actional factors; rather, tensile factors sometimes drive
the narrative forward. Therefore, when analyzing the narrative
structure of a story, paying attention to actional factors is not
sufficient, and occasionally sensory-perceptual factors create tension
in the story and take it out of a mechanical state.

Therefore, based on the semiotic method, we find that the lives of
the characters in the two novels—Meursault in The Stranger and the
narrator in The Blind Owl—are influenced by relationships that are
constantly changing across different spaces. Hence, the discursive
system in these two novels produces an identity that is in conflict with
the majority of society, and the discourse, along its path, shifts its
perspective under the influence of the emotional dimension and
changes its course through a discursive transformation.
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