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Narrative Analysis of Retrospection and Anticipation in
the Story The Leap of Memories Tomorrow from the
Perspective of Gérard Genette's Theory

Sara Soroush!, Mohammadreza Farsian™

Abstract

This article examines the role of Mohammad Qassaa, a translator
and researcher in literature, in the expansion of science fiction
and children’s literature in Iran. By analyzing the narrative of the
story Leap of Memories the Next Day, it provides an opportunity
to introduce this genre to Iranian audiences and young writers.
Qassaa's story, utilizing specific techniques, guides the reader
into the world of memories and the challenges faced by its
characters. The article also emphasizes the importance of
narrative time and explores the duality between story time and
narrative time. Qassaa enhances the appeal and suspense of the
story by employing techniques of multiple timelines and using
flashbacks and flash-forwards. The main conflict of the story
relates to a unique spaceship in orbit around Earth, which is
trapped in an energy field under the supervision of "Johnson."
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This story includes three parallel narratives that, through the
technique of retrospection, uncover the truth about the spaceship
and depict 170 years of history in less than 50 pages This
positive momentum from Rimmon Kenan’s perspective enables
the reader to connect with various times of the story and become
familiar with  technological advancements and social
transformations. Ultimately, the technique of condensation and
other narrative methods contribute to a captivating presentation
of the story, providing a foundation for reflection on science,
power, and its consequences.

Keywords: science fiction literature, narrative time, flashback,
conciseness

1. Introduction

In the early twentieth century, the emergence of new theories in
literature and the social sciences led to a more systematic study of
narrative (Sterne, 1979, p. 5). Influenced by structuralist and post-
structuralist approaches, scholars focused on narrative analysis and the
production of meaning within texts.

As the pace of everyday life increased, readers’ expectations also
changed. Painful or distressing events came to be preferred in shorter
narrative duration, while pleasant experiences were expected to last
longer. Over time, this tendency shaped perceptions of narrative
temporality.

Mohammad Ghasa“s narrative is similarly modern. Its temporal
organization and narrative structure rely on techniques that correspond
to the science-fiction genre. Through flashbacks in the characters’
lives, Ghasa“ explores the importance of memory and its influence on
human experience. The narrative duration, particularly the time span
associated with the phenomenon of “jumping,” can be examined
through the event’s beginning and end within the story.
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In Jahesh: Khaterat-e Rooz-e Bad (The Leap: Memories of the
Next Day), the use of multiple temporal layers, together with
flashback and flashforward techniques, increases suspense and
narrative appeal.

Research Questions

This study aims to examine which mode of narrative order
Mohammad Ghasa“ relies on most extensively in presenting and
narrating scientific achievements. What temporal spans and narrative
segments of the story are affected by retrospective narration
(analepsis), and how does this technique contribute to the
development of the narrative? Do analepses and prolepses, as devices
for constructing the overall temporal framework of the narrative,
possess an abstract or a concrete dimension? How does the distinctive
technique employed in the temporal narration of this story correspond
to contemporary human beings or to the future of humanity? Finally,
how does the narrative duration in Jahesh: Khaterat-e Rooz-e Bad
(The Leap: Memories of the Next Day) contribute to identifying and
defining the genre of the work?

2. Literature Review

Mohammad Ghasa‘, in his research work A Study of Science Fiction
Literature and Scientific Thought (2017), analyzes his own works and
examines the cultural, social, and philosophical impacts of science
fiction literature on different societies. Robert Bly, in his work entitled
Science in Science Fiction Literature (2014), attempts to trace the
origins of several contemporary technologies and scientific
developments in science fiction stories written decades ago.

The article “The Origins of Science Fiction before the Formation of
the Genre” (Farhadpour, 2004), published in the fourteenth volume of
Farabi Journal, explains that in the seventeenth century, the concept
of science underwent significant transformations and became based on
inductive reasoning and experimental methods. The same journal also
published Farhadpour’s study entitled “Icons of Science Fiction
Literature” (Farhadpour, 2004). In this research, science fiction
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literature is characterized as representing a world different from the
real world.

3. Methodology

This study examines narrative time in Mohammad Ghasa“s Jahesh:
Khaterat-e Rooz-e Bad (The Leap: Memories of the Next Day) from a
narratological perspective based on Gérard Genette’s theory. Using a
descriptive-analytical method, it investigates story time, narrative
time, and the relations among order, duration, and frequency.
Emphasizing the distinction between events and their representation,
the study analyzes temporal deviations, analepses, and prolepses. It
also explores narrative speed and duration in relation to science
fiction. Drawing on Namvar Motlagh (2023) and Abbott (2019, p. 28),
it examines time as a means of organizing experience and meaning.

4. Results

This story consists of three parallel narratives that employ analepsis
(flashback) to reveal the truth about the spacecraft and its creation.
The flashback reaches 170 years into the past, while the narration
combines narrative speed, mental pauses, and descriptive passages to
create realism. Through decreasing duration (temporal compression),
the author presents a 170-year historical period in fewer than 50
pages, making narrative speed much greater than event duration. This
acceleration enables readers to connect different temporal layers while
understanding major technological developments and social
transformations.

The interplay of speed, pauses, and description enhances the story’s
impact and clarifies its complexities and the challenges faced by the
characters. These techniques strengthen connections among the
narrative strands shaped by the scientific achievements of the
Mutation Group and raise questions about science, power, and their
consequences. Although science fiction is commonly associated with
prolepsis and future-oriented expectations, the author presents
scientific developments through memories and returns to the past.
Ultimately, the narrative combines prolepsis with decreasing duration.
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