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Second-Person Narration in Engar Gofte Boodi Leili:
Representation of Lived Experience, Collective
Memory, and Identity in a Multilayered Narrative
Structure

Faezeh Arab Yousefabadi*!

Abstract

The second-person narrative in Engar Gofte Boodi Leili is a
sophisticated mechanism for portraying identity crises, the interplay
between personal and collective memory. This study, based on
Monika Fludernik’s Natural Narratology and utilizing a mixed-
method approach (qualitative and quantitative), examines the function
of second-person narration in structuring the narrative and shaping the
reader’s experience. The findings indicate that this narrative mode,
through shifts in narrative address, variations in rhythm, and the
interplay between past and present, creates an intense cognitive and
emotional engagement for the reader. Statistical and qualitative
analysis reveals that second-person narration plays a crucial role in
representing the protagonist’s fragmented consciousness, social
constraints, and lived experiences. The repetitive second-person
address, sometimes directed at the protagonist herself and sometimes
at an absent figure (her deceased husband), constructs identity and
memory within a nonlinear and disjointed framework. The results
suggest that this narrative technique suspends the protagonist between
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past and present, compelling both the character and the reader to
engage in a process of self-recognition and redefinition.

Keywords: second-person narrative, monika fludernik, identity
crisis, collective memory, natural narratology

1. Introduction

Contemporary Persian literature offers rich ground for exploring
identity, memory, and power relations. Sepideh Shamloo’s novel As if
You Had Said Lily (Shamloo, 2005) employs a distinctive second-
person narration to represent the crisis of Sharareh, a woman who
loses her husband in the Iran—Iraq war. This narrative technique is not
merely stylistic but a complex mechanism for representing individual
identity crisis, collective memory pressures, and reader engagement
(Richardson, 1991). Drawing on Monika Fludernik’s natural
narratology (Fludernik, 1996; 2005), which prioritizes experientiality
over formalist models (Greimas, 1983; Propp, 1968; Todorov, 1977;
Genette, 1980), this study asks: How does second-person narration in
Shamloo’s novel simultaneously represent individual identity crisis,
collective memory dominance, and the reader’s cognitive
involvement? The hypothesis is that by constantly shifting boundaries
between character, narrator, and addressee, second-person narration
creates a multi-layered structure for exploring personal trauma, socio-
cultural pressures, and reader participation. The main objective is to
analyze this technique through Fludernik’s framework (1996), with
secondary aims including understanding reader effects and critiquing
gender roles (Bourdieu, 2001).

Research Question(s)
2. Literature Review
Several studies have investigated second-person narration and Monika
Fludernik's theory of natural narratology in Persian literary contexts.
Alizadeh Zolbanin, Najjar, and Mahmoudi Bakhtiari (2023), in their
article "Narrativistic Analysis of the Play The Sacrificial Assembly of
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Sanmar Based on Monika Fludernik's Theory,” applied Fludernik's
concepts to analyze narrative structures and techniques in this
dramatic work. Similarly, Mohammadi and Ostadzadeh (2014), in
their article "Multivoice in Narrative with My Mother,” examined
Simin Behbahani's autobiographical narrative, focusing on the role of
the second-person pronoun in creating polyphony through narrative
voice and point of view. Hossein Safi (2012), in an article titled
"Second-Person Pronoun in Persian Stories,"” investigated the use of
the second-person pronoun in Persian narratives, analyzing both
intradiegetic and metanarrative contexts to demonstrate how this
pronoun establishes a connection between narrator and audience.
Furthermore, Leila Rezaei and Abbas Jahed Jah (2011), in their article
"Second-Person Narrative Style in Hafez's Ikhlas," explored the use of
the second-person pronoun in Hafez's sonnets, showing that Hafez,
through this technique, was able to establish a closer relationship with
the reader and add new semantic layers to his poetry. Taken together,
these studies reveal that research specifically addressing second-
person narration and its application in Persian texts — as well as
analyses based on Fludernik’s natural narratology in Persian literature
— remains limited, and further investigation is needed. Consequently,
the present study, by focusing on this theory and its application in the
analysis of a Persian novel, aims to fill this research gap and offer
theoretical and methodological innovations in the field of Persian
literary narratology.

3. Methodology

This study employs a mixed-method approach (qualitative and
quantitative). The theoretical framework integrates Fludernik’s natural
narratology (1996; 2005), Richardson’s poetics of second-person
narrative (1991), Simpson’s point of view and ideology (1993), and
Bourdieu’s masculine domination (2001). In the qualitative phase, a
close reading of Shamloo (2005) identified all second-person

addresses, categorizing them by addressee (self, absent husband,
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reader, ambiguous) and narrative context (past, present, social).
Previous Persian research has examined second-person forms in
classical texts (Rezaei & Jahed Jah, 2011) and contemporary stories
(Safi, 2012), and applied Fludernik to drama (Alizadeh Zolbanin,
Najjar, & Mahmoudi Bakhtiari, 2013) or monologues (Mohammadi &
Ostadzadeh, 2014). However, no study has combined quantitative-
qualitative analysis of second-person narration in a post-war Persian
novel of identity crisis. In the quantitative phase, frequency and
distribution of all second-person address forms were extracted from
Shamloo (2005), coded, and analyzed using descriptive statistics. This
combination allows both interpretive depth and empirical
measurement.

4. Results

Findings reveal that second-person narration in Shamloo (2005)
operates as a sophisticated device for representing identity crisis,
memory interplay, and reader engagement. Qualitatively, the constant
shifting of addressees — self (“You did this”), absent husband (“You
left me”), or universal “you” — dismantles any linear sense of self,
mirroring Sharareh’s fragmented subjectivity. These addresses, often
accusatory or questioning, linguistically enact her disorientation.
According to Fludernik (1996), second-person narration is a “natural
semiotics” of self-consciousness — fully supported here.
Quantitatively, the highest frequency of addresses occurs in past-
related, guilt-laden scenes. Addresses to the absent husband are almost
twice as frequent as self-addresses, indicating the lost relationship as
the crisis center.Crucially, the novel bridges individual and collective
memory. The “you” often embodies society’s gendered expectations
of a war widow. Bourdieu (2001) argues masculine domination
reproduces through perceptual categories; here, second-person
narration destabilizes those categories, placing the female protagonist
as an active, questioning subject. The narrative moves from inner
monologue to social critique, showing how collective memory shapes
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individual trauma (Bourdieu, 2001; Simpson, 1993). From the
reader’s perspective, second-person addresses frequently position the
reader as direct addressee, forcing experiential immersion. This
creates a dual position — identification and observation — generating
intense cognitive-affective engagement (Fludernik, 1996; 2005;
Richardson, 1991). Hoffman (2000) demonstrates that empathic
engagement depends on audience positioning; second-person narration
creates the strongest form of empathy. When Sharareh addresses her
dead husband, the reader involuntarily occupies that “you.” Following
Simpson (1993), pronominal choice is linked to ideology; here,
second-person challenges masculine domination in war memory. Prior
Persian studies (Rezaei & Jahed Jah, 2011; Safi, 2012) focused on
grammatical aspects, while applications of Fludernik to Persian drama
(Alizadeh Zolbanin et al., 2013) or monologues (Mohammadi &
Ostadzadeh, 2014) did not combine quantitative-qualitative analysis of
a full novel. This study demonstrates simultaneous psychological,
sociological, and narratological functions — an innovation.
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Table 1. Frequency and percentage of presence of second-person
narrative components in the novel As If You Said, Lily
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Figure 1. Frequency of narrative components in the text
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. lived experiences

. Monika Fludernik

. Monika Fludernik’s natural narratology

. Vladimir Propp

. morphology of the folktale

. Tzvetan Todorov

. the poetics of prose

. Gérard Genette

. narrative discourse

. Brian Richardson

. the poetics and politics of second person narrative
. Paul Simpson

. language, ideology and point of view

. towards a ‘natural’ narratology

. experientiality

. histories of narrative theory Il: from structuralism to the present
. postclassical narratology

. towards a ‘natural’ narratology

. cognitive experientialism

. stream of consciousness

. temporal disruption

. interconnection of personal and collective memory
. personal memory

. collective memory

. identity crisis

. Martin L. Hoffman

. empathy and moral development

. second-person narratives and cognitive engagement
. multilayered narration

. self-addressed second-person narration

. existential loneliness representation

33. gender Identity Representation

34. gender identity

35. femininity discourses
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