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Axiological Transformation of the Object in Ahmad
Shamlou’s “Hekayat”: A Study through Eric
Landowski’s Regimes of Adjustment

Mehrnoush Kashani Mansour !, Sare Zirak™, Fatemeh Pakrow?

Abstract

Following the views of Edmund Husserl and his collaborators on
embodiment and the relation of the subject to sensory perception, Eric
Landowski proposed the semantic regime of “adjustment.” In this regime,
the object is not defined solely by its functional value; rather, it enters into
an interaction based on co-presence with the subject, through which new
features of both emerge.

The present study, adopting a descriptive—analytical approach and
employing a semiotic—semantic framework, shows—by moving from a
“programmatic’ regime to one of “adjustment’—how the system of values
in the poem Heka yat is transformed within discourse. The findings indicate
that a shift in the hunter’s affective approach, together with his co-presence
with the gazelle, leads to a transformation of values. The emergence of the
affective component of compassion turns the hunter from a dominant actant
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into a subordinate one, and the discursive system undergoes inversion and
transformation.

The hunter’s utilitarian perspective, which within a programmatic
discourse seeks to kill the gazelle, fades at the end of the narrative process as
he adopts an other-oriented discourse; as a result, the I1-Other relation is
transformed. Heka yat presents two narrative segments: in the first, the fawn
occupies the position of a material value-object; in the second, the initial
acting subject undergoes an axiological shift and becomes a passive subject,
while the object is elevated to a supra-value as a sensory—affective actant.
Keywords: Semiotics, regimes of interaction, Eric Landowski, Ahmad
Shamlou, poem “Hekayat”.

1. Introduction

The present study adopts Eric Landowski’s theory of discursive regimes as
its analytical framework, with particular emphasis on the regime of
adjustment, in order to examine the poem Heka yat by Ahmad Shamlou
within a semio-discursive

Following the views of Edmund Husserl and his collaborators on
embodiment and the relation of the subject to sensory perception, Eric
Landowski introduces the semantic regime of “adjustment,” in which
meaning arises not from the functional value of the object alone, but from
co-presence and interaction between subject and object. This study examines
the transformation of the value system in the narrative poem Heka yat
through the transition from a “programmatic” regime to a regime of
adjustment.

2. Research Questions

The central question of the present study is how the semantic system in this
poem is transformed through a shift in the value-object, and what
consequences this discursive metamorphosis entails for subject-object
relations and the emergence of new meaning. Addressing this problem
underscores the necessity of employing a semiotic-semantic approach
alongside Landowski's theory of discursive regimes- an approach capable of
elucidating the mechanisms of meaning production within the text.
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3. Literature Review

The theoretical framework of the present study is grounded primarily in the
work of Morteza Ba bak Mo‘in on the approach of Eric Landowski.
Landowski is recognized as a prominent post-Algirdas Julien Greimas
semiotician. By extending Greimas’s dual regimes of junction and accident
and introducing two additional regimes, he significantly enriched sensory—
perceptual semiotics and opened new analytical horizons for textual
interpretation. Landowski conceptualizes his model of semantic and
interactional regimes—namely programming, manipulation, accident, and
adjustment—as distinct modalities of interaction between the subject and the
world, thereby enabling the analysis of texts from the perspective of lived
experience.

Despite the limited number of studies conducted within the Landowskian
framework, no research to date has addressed the transformation of the value
object in the poetry of Ahmad Shamlou. Accordingly, the present study
seeks to address and fill this evident gap in the existing body of scholarship.

4. Methodology

The research adopts a descriptive—analytical approach within a semiotic—
semantic framework. It analyzes the discursive structure of the text by
contrasting the programmatic regime, based on goal-oriented and utilitarian
logic, with the adjustment regime, based on interaction and co-presence.

First, the enunciator introduces the “deer” (a ha bareh) as a value object
for which a significant amount of time has been devoted in pursuit.
However, upon attaining it, the subject derives no sense of fulfiliment from
this acquisition and instead deems the outcome of his endeavor futile. The
hunter, who initially regarded the deer as a material and consumable entity
and conceived it as an object of hunting, undergoes a value-based
transformation in the second narrative segment, whereby he himself
becomes the object and passive subject in relation to the deer.

From a discourse-analytical perspective, such a reversal presupposes a
fundamental transformation and inversion of the axiological substratum and
the sensory—perceptual regime governing the discourse, so that a
corresponding shift and inversion in the orientation of the subject’s
discursive actions may occur.
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In the third section of the poem, the initial oppositional configuration—
comprising only “one being”—is entirely dissolved. By the end of the poem,
the enunciator’s application of the term “body” (tan) to both characters
eliminates the discursive and actantial boundary between them, and through
this lexical operation, grants the opposing actant a shared humanized
discursive identity.

5. Results

The poem “Hekayat” by Ahmad Shamlou constructs a narrative of the
subject’s attainment of desire and axiological value. In contemporary
semiotic theory, unlike classical approaches, the subject is no longer
reducible to structural functions within a sign system, nor is the object
merely a stable value circulating in a closed exchange between subjects.
Instead, both subject and object are conceptualized as embodied entities
endowed with corporeality, perception, and affect, enabling forms of
intersubjective and intercorporeal interaction.

Interaction presupposes the co-presence of the subject and the “Other,”
each possessing a sensory-material existence. Meaning, therefore, emerges
not solely from structural relations but from situated encounters in which
perceptual and affective dynamics are activated.

Drawing on Eric Landowski’s semiotic framework, the notion of process
can be extended to include affective regimes of signification. The relation
between subject and object—where the object may potentially shift into
subject position—takes the form of an embodied, perceptual-affective
interaction, rather than purely symbolic mediation.

The study demonstrates that freedom, in its discursive realization,
requires passage through a sensory-affective mediation. In Shamlou’s poem,
this mediation is articulated through “kindness,” which functions as a
transformative operator within the axiological and discursive structure. In
the encounter between the hunter and the fawn, a regime of adjustment
generates an affective rupture, leading to the collapse of the hunter’s
utilitarian logic and a reconfiguration of the “I-Other” relation.
Consequently, the fawn is positioned in a higher axiological rank, while the
hunter is displaced downward.

This shift is reinforced by an inversion in perceptual positioning: the
hunter comes to perceive himself as aligned with “nature” as chaos and
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wildness, while the fawn embodies purity and affective intensity. The
perceptual transformation reassigns value to the object and simultaneously
reconfigures actantial roles, as the hunter becomes a receptive subject
influenced by the fawn’s affect.

Ultimately, the fawn transcends conventional value hierarchies and
attains a meta-axiological status, since the hunter is willing to sacrifice his
own life and offer the limited resource of water to it. In this sense, the fawn
is constituted as bearing a value superior to life itself, occupying an idealized
and transcendent position within the axiological system.
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