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Abstract

This study adopts a narratological perspective to examine the structure
and narrative techniques in The Spilled Wine, a novel by
Robert Desnos, written within the framework oftwentieth-century
surrealist literature. The work is marked by its innovative approach
to storytelling. The central objective of this research is to analyze the
integration of temporal, spatial, and intertextual elements within a
nonlinear, multilayered narrative that deliberately dissolves the
boundaries between reality and imagination. The article aims to reveal
the semantic and narrative architecture of the novel and to elucidate
their function in shaping a surrealist reading experience. Drawing on
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Gérard Genette’s theories of time, focalization, and narrative voice, as
well as Julia Kristeva’s concept of intertextuality, the study explores
how Desnosemploys techniques such as narrative focalization
shifts, anachrony, and intertextual references to construct a complex,
subjective narrative universe. The findings indicate that The Spilled
Wine is innovative not only in its content but also in its narrative
form, effectively representing the inner experiences of its characters.
This analysis contributes to adeeper understanding of the role of
narrative in surrealist literature and highlights Desnos’s significant
role in its development.

Keywords: Narratology, Robert Desnos, Surrealism, Intertextuality,
Narrative Time

1. Introduction and Statement of the Problem

Narrative in contemporary literary and theoretical discourse is no
longer considered a mere tool for representing external reality. Rather,
it is understood as a dynamic cognitive and semiotic structure that
actively constructs meaning through the interaction of temporal,
spatial, linguistic, and psychological dimensions. In modern
narratology, especially in post-structuralist and surrealist contexts,
narrative functions as a system that reorganizes perception rather than
simply reflecting it.

Within this framework, surrealist literature plays a central role in
destabilizing conventional narrative norms. By challenging linear
temporality, coherent spatial representation, and causal logic,
surrealist texts foreground the role of imagination and the unconscious
in shaping narrative structures. Robert Desnos, as one of the
prominent figures of Surrealism, produces narrative forms that disrupt
objective representation and replace it with fluid, subjective, and
dreamlike configurations.

This study examines Desnos’s novel Le Vin est tiré (The Spilled
Wine) in order to analyze the transition from an objective narrative
system to an abstract narrative system. The main problem of the
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research is to understand how narrative mechanisms contribute to the
dissolution of reality-based representation and the emergence of a
subjective, mind-centered narrative structure.

2. Theoretical Background

The theoretical framework of this research is grounded in Geérard
Genette’s narratology, particularly his concepts of narrative time,
focalization, and narrative voice. Genette’s distinction between story
and discourse provides the analytical basis for examining temporal
reorganization and narrative mediation.

In addition, A. J. Greimas’s structural semiotics contributes to
understanding deep narrative structures and actantial relations. The
study also draws on Hamidreza Sho’iri’s theory of narrative
performativity, which emphasizes the dynamic production of meaning
in literary discourse, and Jalal Namvar Motlagh’s theory of
imaginative temporality, which highlights the role of mental and
psychological time in narrative formation. Julia Kristeva’s concept of
intertextuality is also employed to explain the multilayered textuality
of Desnos’s narrative universe.

These theoretical perspectives collectively allow narrative to be
understood not as a fixed structure but as a process of meaning
production shaped by linguistic, cognitive, and intertextual forces.

3. Research Questions and Objectives

The primary objective of this study is to investigate how Desnos
constructs a narrative system that moves from objective representation
toward abstraction and subjectivity.

The research addresses the following questions:

How is narrative time structured in The Spilled Wine, and how does
temporal disruption affect meaning production?

What role do focalization and narrative voice play in destabilizing
narrative objectivity?
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How do spatial transformation and intertextual relations contribute to
the formation of an abstract narrative system?

In what ways does the narrative blur the boundaries between reality,
imagination, and illusion?

4. Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative textual analysis approach. The primary
data consists of Robert Desnos’s Le Vin est tiré¢, which is analyzed
through close reading techniques.

The analysis focuses on narratological categories derived from
Genette, including order, duration, frequency, focalization, and
narrative voice. It also examines semiotic structures, symbolic
patterns, and intertextual references. Special attention is given to
disruptions in temporal continuity, instability of spatial representation,
and shifts in narrative perspective.

The methodological framework integrates narratology and semiotics
to reveal how narrative meaning is constructed through the interaction
of structural and cognitive elements.

5. Analysis and Discussion

The findings indicate that Desnos’s narrative systematically
undermines the principles of objective representation. One of the most
significant features is the fragmentation of narrative time.
Chronological order is frequently disrupted through anachronies such
as flashbacks and anticipations, resulting in a non-linear temporal
structure. Time becomes subjective and associative rather than
sequential.

Spatial representation is equally unstable. Physical locations merge
with dreamlike and imaginary spaces, producing a hybrid environment
in which reality and illusion coexist. Space thus functions not as a
fixed setting but as a dynamic component of narrative meaning.

Focalization is constantly shifting between internal and external
perspectives. This instability prevents the establishment of a unified
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narrative viewpoint and encourages interpretive multiplicity. Narrative
voice is similarly fragmented, contributing to a polyphonic structure in
which meaning is distributed across different narrative levels.
Intertextuality plays a crucial role in expanding the semantic field of
the narrative. References to surrealist discourse, psychoanalytic
theory, and literary tradition create a multilayered textual network in
which meaning is continuously deferred and reconstructed.

From a semiotic perspective, the narrative progressively weakens
direct referentiality. Objects, characters, and events acquire symbolic
and metaphorical dimensions that exceed literal interpretation. As a
result, the narrative evolves into an abstract system in which meaning
IS generated through associations rather than representation.

Overall, Desnos’s narrative strategy demonstrates that surrealist
fiction does not simply abandon realism but reconstructs it at a deeper
cognitive level, where perception, memory, and imagination interact
continuously.

6. Conclusion

The study demonstrates that The Spilled Wine represents a clear
transformation from an objective narrative system to an abstract
narrative system. Through temporal fragmentation, spatial fluidity,
unstable focalization, and intertextual complexity, Desnos constructs a
narrative universe that challenges conventional realist representation.
This transformation reflects the fundamental principles of surrealist
aesthetics, where imagination and the unconscious replace objective
reality as the primary source of narrative meaning. The narrative does
not simply depict reality but actively constructs it as a cognitive and
perceptual experience.

The study contributes to narratological scholarship by showing how
surrealist narrative strategies expand the boundaries of traditional
storytelling. It also highlights the importance of integrating
narratology and semiotics in analyzing experimental literary texts.
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