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Abstract

Writers have tried to modify the methods of realist narrative as the
world goes through changes. War has always had influence on
literature. The literary works of the post-World War 1l changed
drastically compared with those of the previous eras. Some authors of
the post-World War 1l illustrated the absurdity of life by employing
nonrealistic elements. Coined and introduced by Rudy Rucker,
transrealism challenges social institutions and beliefs in that humans
consider the world as a plaything in order to demonstrate their power.
Transrealism is a postmodern movement that consists of the fantasy
and science-fiction elements as well as the realistic features, not to
mention that the realism which is used in transrealism is not the sheer
one. Time travel, new inventions, alternative worlds, aliens, and
supernatural elements can be observed in transrealistic works. Satire is
another pivotal element of transrealism. It is employed in order to
criticize the society and mankind’s follies. Metafiction is considered
as a method of narrative in postmodern stories which is also observed
in transrealistic works. In metafiction, the narrator tries to indicate that
the story is artificial. Kurt Vonnegut’s apocalyptic novel, Cat’s
Cradle, can be regarded as a transrealistic literary work. It indicates
elements of science-fiction, fantasy, as well as satire, and employs
them as the tools for repressing inhuman deeds. This paper intends to
examine the features of transrealism and its objectives in Kurt
Vonnegut’s Cat’s Cradle.

Keywords: Fantasy; Kurt Vonnegut; Postmodern narrative; Rudy
Rucker; Science-fiction; Transrealism.
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