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30. the theory of the formal method
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Abstract

The subject of this research is to explore the potentials of cultural
criticism in narrative fiction. Its objective is to help narrative fiction
find larger readership for the purposes of cultural criticism. Cultural
criticism and cultural studies have several targets. One of their targets
is that they want to be a project for the productive use of narrative
fiction in modern society, because modern society is no longer much
interested in narrative and seemingly takes little responsibility towards
it. This is a real cultural challenge in the modern society with which
the researchers in narratology and cultural studies are concerned
hoping to provide practical solutions for it. In this climate of cultural
lag, if narrative is to find enough readership, it should have certain
qualities. Some qualities of narrative fiction are: its language is
symbolic, it is representational, and it takes outstanding semiotic
functions. However, these generic and productive features bring about
many other potentials in narrative that make it a suitable space for
cultural criticism. Crystallization of cultural criticism, cultural role of
the symbol, documentary illustration of the society, elucidation of
subjectivity, and concept of form are among the potentials of narrative
fiction that the present research is intending to examine, rendering
narrative into a productive field of cultural criticism. All of these
potentials add to the critical values of narrative discourse, and via the
rendition of narrative fiction into a space of critical innovation,
strengthen the narrative potentials in the production and criticism of
culture. Therefore, the significance of this research is that it analyzes
the potentials of narrative fiction in cultural criticism, and via helping
it find larger readership, adds to the possibilities of cultural criticism
and cultural studies.

Keywords: Narrative fiction; Cultural criticism of narrative fiction,
cultural role of symbol; Elucidation of subjectivity; Concept of
form.
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