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Abstract

One of the aims of narratology is investigating the manners of
reception and interpretation of narrations. This neglected view in
Persian studies is based on the relationship between the structure of
the text and the understanding of the author and interpreter.
Accordingly, this study attempts to explain the process of Attar’s
interpretations of the stories in Mantig-ut-Tayr. In other words, it aims
to analyze what patterns there are beyond these interpretations. Thus,
it can be said “nothingness” as a central concept in Attar’s mysticism
has had a clear effect on the structure of reading and interpretation of
stories in Mantig-ut-Tayr. Through the multiple story lines in a story,
Attar selects one that contains one of the components of
“nothingness”. The laws of the selected story line affected by these
components, and the actants should also follow these laws. On the
other hand, the interpretation of the stories is based on the actants who
do not do any act and mostly have a reactive function. These
properties are in relation with the centrality of ‘“nothingness” in
Attar’s mystical view. In other words, laws and actatnts that Attar
attends to in the process of interpretation are structural categories
which indicate the ruling discourse on Attar’s mind in the reading of
stories.

Keywords: Mantig-ut-Tayr; Interpretation; Structure; Story line;
Actant; Laws of text.
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