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Abstract

Alger Das Julien Greimas is one of the most successful theorists in the
field of narratology and narrative function. In order to examine the
different types of narratology, he tried hard to provide certain and
stable paradigms. He has put forth his actantial model, narrative
chains, and semantic model. In this study, the structure of the story
Firouz and Shahnaz by Mohammad Sadegh Nazem, (Sadegha), a
Persian poet and singer of the 11th century AH in the Indian
subcontinent, has been analyzed based on the theory of Greimas in
order to extract the whole layout and meaning of the story considering
the actantial system, contrast actions, and the narrative chains. This
research is based on a descriptive-analytical method. The study
focuses on how this simple but systematic model of Greimas reveals
Firooz aad Shahnaz’s multi-layered and deeply-built narration. The
story’s characterization, moreover, shows how this systematic theory
highlights the dominant order and arrangement over different layers of
narratology.

Keywords: Firooz and Shahnaz story; Greimas; action pattern;
semantic square.
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